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Thomas Hooker has two special claims to greatness as a theolo- 
gian and preacher. He was an expert psychologist who understood 
well the “‘shifts’ and rationalizations by which men avoid taking the 
steps prescribed for salvation; and he was a powerful and effective 
preacher who utilized preaching techniques which made possible both 
a bold emphasis on man’s spiritual inability and a vigorous demand 
that man assume responsibility for his spiritual state. These qualities 
of Hooker are fully exhibited in the selections presented here. 

Hooker was particularly noted for his sermons on the application 
of redemption, the process by which God prepares His elect for 
salvation, then adopts and sanctifies them. One who takes the trouble 
to read Hooker's works through will find that the various aspects of 
the redemptive process are treated again and again; Hooker’s editors 
Goodwin and Nye state: ‘“‘He Preach’d more briefly on this Subject 
first, whilst he was Fellow and Catechist of Emanuel Colledg in 
Cambridg, the Notes of which, were then so esteemed, that many 
Copies thereof, were. by many that heard not the Sermons, written out, 
and are yet extant by them. And then again, a Second time many 
yeers after, more largely at Great Chelmsford in Essex; the Product 
of which, was those Books of Sermons that have gone under his 
Name. And Last of all, now in New-England, and that in and to a 
setled Church of Saints.’”4 

In the following pages we have in convenient form Hooker’s 
teachings on redemption. In the first selection Hooker argues that man 
by himself can do nothing to save himself; in the second he teaches 
that God works contrition and humiliation in His saints and explains 
why these are required; in the third he describes the complete con- 
version process, of which contrition and humiliation are parts. Since 
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the New England divines were considered to excel among all the 
Puritans as conversion analysts, and since Hooker was considered the 
profoundest? of the New Englanders, the pages which follow may well 
represent the best of Puritan religious thought. 


I 


Among the first generation of New England Puritan preachers, 
perhaps most important were John Cotton of Boston, Thomas Shepard 
of Cambridge, and Thomas Hooker of Hartford. Of the three Hooker 
had an especially varied career which earned him a place in history 
as a preacher in both Old and New England, as a statesman, and as 
founder of the colony which later became Connecticut. He has been 
called the father of American democracy, ‘‘the noblest of the New 
England Puritans,’’? and ‘a statesman of the first rank,’ 

Hooker was born at Marfield, a tiny town in Leicestershire, Eng- 
land, in 1586. After grammar school, he arrived in 1604 at Cambridge, 
where he matriculated as a sizar at Queen’s College. Later he trans- 
ferred to Emmanuel College, then dominated by Puritans, where many 
who were to become New Englanders were educated, among them 
Shepard, Cotton, John Harvard, and Nathaniel Ward. Hooker became 
a Dixie Fellow after his graduation, and in 1616 he was Dean of the 
College. Two years later he left to seek a parish, in accordance with 
the wishes of the founder of the College. During his years at Cam- 
bridge he had come to know John Cotton and also perhaps William 
Ames, the very influential Puritan theologian with whom he later 
formed a close personal relationship. More important was his con- 
version experience, which Puritanism taught was necessary for 
salvation. 

Fortunately for him, he was able to obtain a place as a minister 
despite his nonconformist views. He came under the patronage of one 
Francis Drake, who awarded him the rectorship of the parish of ie 
in Surrey, sixteen miles from London. Hooker apparently received’ the 
post because he had already become noted as an “experimental theolo- 
gian”: he was an expert religious psychologist. He was called in to 
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minister to Mr. Drake’s wife, who was burdened by the conviction 
that she had committed the unpardonable sin, and it appears that he 
aided her considerably. While at Esther he was married to Mrs. 
Drake’s waiting maid, Susanna. 

In 1626 Hooker was appointed Lecturer at Chelmsford. Many 
parishes in the early seventeenth century had a special preacher or 
lecturer, usually appointed and paid by wealthy Puritans in order to 
supply better preaching than might be provided by the regular clergy, 
who often conducted only liturgical, non-preaching services.® At 
Chelmsford, Hooker reached the peak of his popularity in England. 
Many journeyed to Chelmsford especially to hear him speak, and the 
whole county felt his influence. The clergy of the county split into 
two groups, those supporting and those opposing him. The latter had 
the sympathy of Archbishop Laud and won out; Hooker was silenced. 
This event took place at the end of 1629, the year of publication of 
Hooker’s first printed sermon, ‘The Poore Douting Christian Drawne 
Unto Christ.” 

After his suppression, Hooker established a-school at Little Bad- 
dow, near Chelmsford; his usher was John Eliot, later to become 
famous for his preaching to the Indians in Massachusetts, Although not 
allowed to speak from the pulpit in any church, Hooker was able to 
continue a form of pastoral work: many ministers gathered with him 
monthly at meetings and also in private consultations. Thus Hooker's 
teaching had an influence long after he was officially silenced. 

In July, 1630, he was ordered to appear before the High Com- 
mision Court. Perhaps influenced by the mutilations that other non- 
conformist ministers had suffered, he fled to Holland. Following a 
short stay in Amsterdam, he became connected with the Scottish 
Presbyterian Church at Delft, not as pastor but as assistant. Here he 
served about two years before returning to Amsterdam to be associated 
with William Ames, who soon died, leaving his last work, A Fresh 
Suit Against Human Ceremonies in Gods Worship (1633), to be 
edited by Hooker. In Holland he was also associated with Hugh Peter. 

Meanwhile plans were under way in England for Hooker’s re- 
moval to Massachusetts. A group of settlers from Essex had left in 
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of the sermon as a means of grace. According to Reformed doctrine, 
the sermon is the sole instrument of salvation under all but the most 
unusual circumstances. The fully developed doctrine, which must be 
understood in order to appreciate Hooker's preaching properly, has 
been well stated by Heinrich Heppe: “. . . the Holy Spirit so works 
upon man as to esteem him a personal creature and so does not regard 
him as a clod or a stone, but acts so that enlightened by the Word 
and impelled by grace man receives in conversion the will to convert 
to God and so his conversion takes the form of spontaneity. Yet since 
in conversion every sort of co-operation of man’s will with the Holy 
Spirit is completely excluded, the activity therein exercised by the 
Holy Spirit is no merely natural, merely moral or mediate activity 
(no mere saasio per verbum), but at the same time and pre-eminently 
an immediate, supernatural one, in which the Holy Spirit avails itself 
of the Word as its means, yet, in a way completely independent of 
the natural activity of the Word, works essentially and irresistibly 

. upon the thought, will, and life of man.”11 The sermon is the 
means of grace, the Holy Spirit using the preacher for swasio per ver- 
bum so that man considers his conversion to be the result of choice. 
Thus God’s saving grace is irresistible, yet man seemingly remains 
free: the Word is God’s means of “rationalizing” grace. 

According to Puritan psychology, the most important barrier to 
salvation is man’s depraved will. The preacher can do nothing with > 
the will; only grace can rectify it. The understanding of fallen man 
is ruled by the will, which may decide not to accept what the under- 
standing presents to it and demand instead that another verdict be 
provided. Only grace can deliver the will from corruption so that it 
accepts the decisions of the understanding. Grace likewise enlightens 
the understanding so that it may comprehend the ways of God. 
Saving faith comes only when man’s psychological processes are pre- 
pared by grace, and God’s means of grace is normally his preachers." 

“Man receives in his conversion the will to convert to God.” 
Men who seriously wish to find the way to salvation do so because 
they are predestined to be saved. When one discovers, through sermon 
instruction, what the prescribed means are, he takes advantage of 
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what he has learned if he is of the elect, and willingly follows the 
prescribed course. Samuel Willard, preaching in Massachusetts in the 
last years of the seventeenth century, thus explained the basis of the 
concept of means: God’s way of bringing men to salvation is “by 
Counsel.” If men were to “be carried by instinct, and a blind im- 
pulse,” God would be treating us “not as men, but as brutes.” There- 
fore God has arranged the redemptive process so that ‘‘believing in 
Christ is a most deliberate act. The man considers and sees reason for 
what he doth.’’!3 

Thus Puritan psychological theory and the Reformed concept of 
the sermon as a means of grace underlie such statements as Hooker's 
“The Lord hath vouchsafed it (grace) to none, but to those that do 
seek it in his ordinances; it is to be had by the preaching of the 
Gospel of grace.”14 As Perry Miller has said, the doctrine of means 
provided “a common meeting place for irresistible grace and for 
reason. It made the grace compatible with nature without doing vio- 
lence to nature or reducing grace to a natural influence.”+5 ~ 

If the sermon is the means of salvation, the preacher’s role is 
then two-fold:to explain the steps necessary for salvation and to 
persuade fallen man to take these steps. According to Hooker, man 
must pass through two stages—contrition and humiliation—in order 
to achieve salvation. These stages are God’s means of preparing the 
souls of His unconverted saints, the elect. The last of the three selec- 
tions that follow provides an excellent summary of the preparation 
process, though ostensibly it deals with the climax of the redemptive 
process—the union of the converted saint with Christ—which can 
take place only after the saint has been fully prepared by God. 
Probably Hooker’s fullest treatments of the two preliminary steps are 
Book X of The Application of Redemption (on contrition) and The 
Soules Humiliation (1637). 

The second function of the preacher in the conversion process— 
to persuade—is hardly separable in practice from the first, as the 
second of the selections below demonstrates. Hooker explained that 
it is the preacher’s task to 
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.. work upon the will and affections, and by savoury, power- 
full, and affectionate application of the truth delivered, to chafe 
into the heart, to wooe and win the soul to the love and liking, 
the approbation and practice of the doctrine which is according 
to godlinesse .. . | 

... to lay open the loathsome nature of sinne, and to let in 
the terrour of the Lord upon the conscience, that the carelesse 
and rebellious sinner may come up to a parley of peace, and be 
content to take up the profession of truth. 

. to discover the cunning fetches of the hypocrite, and to 
hunt him out of his muses, that he may not cosen himself and 
sit down with some reserved delusion, and go no further. 

To censure all those feares, and to scatter all the clouds of 
discouraging objections, that the soul may see the path plain and 
safe to come to the promise, and to receive power and comfort 
to walk with God therein.1¢ 


The effect of this preaching, if it is properly persuasive, is to make 
God’s irresistible grace seem rational. 

As a High Calvinist, Hooker was fully convinced of the dangers 
of Arminianism. He feared that many of his hearers, made conscious 
of their sinful state by his preaching, would simply resolve to reform. 
Therefore he preached again and again that natural man so completely 
Jacks spiritual ability that his attempts at moral reform will lead him 
nowhere. The first selection which follows is an excellent example 
of Hooker's High Calvinist teachings on this subject. 

Hooker poured his sermons into a mould which had been pre- 
pared by two famous Puritan theologians, William Perkins and Wil- 
liam Ames. In The Art of Prophecying (1592) Perkins prescribed 
the four-step pattern which Hooker and many other Puritans followed: 


1. To read the Text distinctly out of the Canonical 
Scriptures. 

2. To give the sense and understanding of it being 
read, by the Scripture it selfe. 
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3. To collect a few and profitable points of doctrine 
out of the naturall sense. 

4. To apply (if he have the gift) the doctrines rightly 
collected, to the life and manners of men in a simple and 
plaine speech.” ; 


This pattern underwent one imporant modification: the fourth step, 
“uses of the doctrine,’ took on greater importance. William Ames 
declared that each doctrine must be explained in terms of use, and he 
listed the various uses to which a preacher might put a doctrine: 
“Information is the proving of some truth. . . . Refutation is the 
confutation of some error. . . . Instruction is a demonstration of that 
life that is to be followed. . . . Correction is a condemning of that 
life that is to be shunned. . . . Consolation is that application of some 
argument, either to take away, or to mitigate griefe and oppressing 
feare. . . . Exhortation is the application of an argument, either to 
beget, cherish, and execute some inward vertue, or to further the 
exercise of it. . . . Admonition is the application of an argument to 
correct some vitiousnesse.’’18 

Although Hooker seldom preached hell-fire and scarcely ever 
completely abandoned logical persuasion, he was not averse to ap- 
pealing to his hearers’ passions. One of the ‘‘uses of the doctrine” in 
the following selection from The Unbeleevers Preparing for Christ 
is “an use for terrour.’’ Here Hooker frankly arouses the hearers’ fear 
of judgment day, though he presents no picture of future punish- 
ments. 


TIT. 


Hooker’s style in the present selections is clearly that of the 
preacher who knows his audience, knows what he wants to say, and 
knows the best way to say it. His sentences are usually short. His 
structure is usually simple. Seldom is his style relaxed; rather it is 
nervous and energetic. Hooker frequently draws analogies between 
secular and spiritual relationships, especially parallels between tidy 
housekeeping and the care of souls. But usually the analogies are 


Xvi INTRODUCTION 


not so expanded that the reader is distracted from the subject at 
hand or the tone of the discourse lowered. However, when the text 
of the sermon is itself stated in somewhat figurative language, Hooker 
keeps to the figure. For example, in the selection from The Soules 
Implantation Hooker's text is Malachi iii. 1::“‘And the Lord whom 
ye seeke shall suddenly come into his Temple’; in this sermon he 
develops the image of the converted soul as a temple visited by the 
Lord. 

Since these three selections are closely related to the other ser- 
mons in the volumes from which they are drawn, it may be worth 
while to supply the context of each. The selection from The Unbe- 
leevers Preparing is the second of six treatises. The one which pre- 
cedes it is concerned with three doctrines: (1) the offer of grace 
from God is free; (2) the soul must be willing to receive Christ 
and grace before it shall have them; and (3) whosoever truly wills 
to have Christ shall receive Him and salvation by Him. The four 
treatises which follow it are concerned with five doctrines, among 
which are these: God alone can take away the indisposition of the 
soul to do any good duty and prepare the soul to perform any spirit- 
ual service, and the Lord plucks the hearts of sinners from sin unto 
Himself by a holy kind of violence. 

The context of the Ninth Book of The Application of Redemp- 
tion 1s adequately supplied by Hooker’s prefatory remarks in that 
book and by the contents listed on the title page. “The Soules 
Ingraffing into Christ,” which was published in an abridged form in 
1637 as The Soules Ingrafting into Christ, forms the third of 
four treatises in The Soules Implantation. The two preceding pieces 
are concerned with these doctrines: before Christ can or will dwell 
in the soul and before faith can be wrought in it, it must be broken 
by contrition and humbled; and the soul of a sinner must be prepared 
for Christ before the sinner can entertain Him. The work which 
follows ‘The Soules Ingraffing’ has as its doctrine that the spirit of 
God kindles love and joy in the soul of the truly humbled and 
enlightened sinner. 
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“The Paterne of Perfection, p. 280. 
The New England Mind, p. 293. 
8A Survey of the Summe of Church Discipline, Pt. Il, pp. 19-20. 
“Workes (London, 1612-13), II, 670. 


18The Marrow of Sacred Divinity (London, 1643), pp. 158-160. (1st ed., 1623). 


EOE a veda Dsaele 


In the following selections, some pages are misnumbered in the 
original editions; the correct numbers are in parentheses: The Un- 
beleevers Preparing, 213, 216-7, 220 (113, 116-7, 120); The Soules 
Implantation, 181-192 (141-152). In the latter, page 135 is mis- 
numbered 133. 


The following readings from The Application of Redemption 
may not be clear in the text reproduced here: 


Page 51: ‘‘First, the Lords manner of Dispensation as he is 
pleased to deal with the Soul, for the setting up the praise of his 
Rich and Glorious Grace. .. .” 
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Page 57: “. .. in our corrupt condition... 


Page 59: “. . . the beauty of some performances which issue 
from any of these: For this is... .” 
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The natural man receiveth not the thing of the Spi- 
wit of God, for they are foolifhne(feunto him : nei. 
ther can he know them,becanfe they are [piritually 
difcer: ed. 


5 EE have propounded heretofore 
= | five generall circumftances of pre- 
paration. Firfta man muft know 
my,| that the offer of grace is free. Se- 
yM9) condly that a man muft will Chrift 
a —2& and grace before hee fhall have 
Chrift & grace. Thirdly he that doth will Chritt, 
fhall have Chrift and falvation by him ; all which 
we have already handled out of that place Revel. 
22.17. Whofoever will let him take of thewater of 
Life freely, And now wee are comeco the fourth 
circumftance, which isthat no manby naturecan 
will Chriftand Grace ; and for this purpofe I have 
chofen this Text. And a little to make way for 
our felves, if you take your eyes backerothe be- 
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ginning of the Chapter,about the 3,4, and 5. Ver- 
fes, pile may fee bow the holy Apoftle doth ex- 
preffe his earneft defire to preach nothing, nor 
know any thing but Chrift Iefus,and him crucifi- 
ed, and therefore hee lookes not after the excel- 
lencie of humane eloquence, or wifedome of men, 
though hee could have had this too ; and happily 
expreffed this alfo, yet hee proclaimes it in the 
eares of the Corinthian Dodtours, that hee defired 
nothing in that Vniverfity (for Corinth was a fa- 
mous Vniverfity as Cambridge and Oxford is) but 
to know the Lord Iefus and him crucified, and 
therefore bis {peech and preaching was not with 
entifing words of mans wifedome, but in demon- 
{tration of the fpirit and of power the Corizthsan 
Doétors bragged of, that humane wifedome and 
learning wherewith they were endued, but hee 
tellsthem he defired notthis, nor never looktaf- 
ter it, Nowleaftfome might cavill at the Apo- 
files neglecting of this elegance, whereby hee 
might fugar over his doctrine that was tobe deli- 
vercd by him to the people, leaft by the not re- 
arding of this, he might bring a neglect upoa him- 
“ale and upon his doétrine ; rhe Apoftle therefore 
to remoove thefe filly objeftions and fecret ca- 
vills, difcovers unto us fromthe fift Verie tothe 
end of the Chapter, the excellency ofthe Gofpell 
of the Lord, delivered in the plaineneffe of it in 
the fixt Verfe; there faith he, howbeit we {peake 
wifedome among them that beeperfe@, yetnot 
the wifedome of this world, nor of the ee 
this 
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this world that come to nought, but wee fpeake 
the wifedome of Godin a myftery, even the hid- 
den wifedome which God ordain:d before the 
world unto our glory,as if he had faid,thoush you 
thinke (O yee Corinthians) that there is no lear- 
ning but humane learning, yet you muft know 
that wee fpeake wi‘edome too, and that to thofe 
that are the perfeteft men in their owne underftan- 
ding. Itell you, wee fpeake wifedome which the 
world and the princes thereof, thofe that have the 
greateft parts never knew , never obtained; you 
Corinthian Doctors bragge much of your learning 
and knowledge, but youhave received it of other 
humane authors, but wee teach unto you the wife- 
dome of God and of the Gofpell, whicheye hath 
not feene nor eare heard, neither hath it entred 
intothe heart of manto conceive, for God hach 
revealed them unto us by his fpirit, where wee 
may obferve by the way, that hee which teacheth 
the Gofpellin the plaineneffe of it, teacheth the 
deepeft things thatcan be conceived; for here S. 
Paw! {peaketh of things whichthe wife of the 
world never heard of;never conceived. Burt then 
they might reply further, how can you know thefe 
things,and why may not others know themas well 
asyou? Thefe are the two objections that might 
bee made againft that which the Apoftle had be- 
fore {poken of. How came you to know them, and 
why may not othersknow them as well asyou? 
The Apoftle anfwereth thefe two queftions. And 
heanfweres the firft, how hecame to know yak 
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from the 10. Verfe to the 14. God faith he, hath re- 
vealed them unto us by his Spirit, for the Spirit fear- 
cheth all things, yeathe deepe things of God; now 
wee have received not the fpirit of the world, 
but the fpirit which is of God, that wee might 
know the things that are freely given to us 
ofGod, as if he had fayd, The fpirit of God know- 
eththefe things, and teachetha poore foule thefe 
thingsas farre as is convenient for him; the Spi- 
rit of Godunderftandeth thefe things, and makes 
knowre thefe things to hisfervants; they know 
not thefethings of themfelves but by the power 
of Gods Spirit, the Spirit of God affifting and wor- 
king effeQually in them, teacheth them thefe fe- 
crcts- But then why doe not wicked mencome to 
underftand thefe great matters alfoe To this the 
Apoftle anfwers in the Text, The naturall man re- 
ceiveth not the things of the Spirit for they are foo» 
Lifoneffe unto hiw,G¢ they doe not know them 
becaufe they cannot. A naturall man dothnot 
know thefethings, they are wonders aid miracles 
unto him,tellhim howa poore foule comes to be 
humbled and broken, and have his finnes pardo- 
ned, and beereceived to mercy, why thefe 
things are wonders to a carnall man, the Text 
faith, he doth not under fand thefe things, becaufe 
hee cannot, and the ground of this is, be- 
caufe they have not the fpirittoteach them; & this 
I take to be the feope of the Apoftle in the Text; 
ard inthe verfe we areto obferve orely one point 
meete for our purpose, for as we have fayd pick 
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there are five generall circumftances of preparati. 
onobfervable; three we have handled, andthe 
fourthis this, Noman of himfelfe by nature can 
willto receive Chrift; and thisis here plainely fee 
open in the text,and therein manifeftly expreffed, 
icisthe maine {cope of the holy Ghoft inthe 
wvords, a naturall manreceiveth not,nay he cannot 
receivethe things of God; but before wee can 
come to gather the point, twothings mutt be dif- 
covered untous. Firft what is meant bya naturall 
man. Secondly what is meant by the things of the 
{pirit of God. Firft, what ismeant by anaturalt 
man, the Corinthians might have replyed upon the 
Apoftle, what are you aman of the fpiric onely, 
‘shat meane you by anaturall man? lanfwere, he 
isanaturall man, in phrafe of Scripture, which 
hath not the worke of grace foundly wrought in 
him, which hath not the fpirit of God; whofoever 
he be that lyeth in the bofome of the Church, 
whofoever he be that hath aname to live and yer 
isdead, all carnall Gofpellers and hyppocrires, 
thofe that are coloured over with the name of 
Chriftians and religton, whofoeverthey be that 
have not that faving worke of grace, and the new 
frame of grace fet upand reared intheir foules, 
by the affiftance of Gods Spirit, all thefe howe- 
verthey may be coloured over, if they have not 
had the fanétifying worke of God's Spirit upon 
them, allthefe are fayd according tothe Phrafe 
ofthe Apoftle, tobe naturall men, and voyd of 
thefpirit, as may appeare by the words going be. 
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“fore the Text,and following after, Firit compare 


them with the words going before ia the 10. and 
12. Verfes, Wee havé received the Spirit of God, 

faichthe Text; the naturall manand the fpizicuall 

are oppofed onetoanother. Wee faith the Apo - 

{tle have received the Spirit, forhat hee that hath 

Gods Spiritis a {pirituall man, and therefore hec 

that hath not the Spirit of God in him, hee thas 
hath not the will of God revealed unto him by the 
Spiritheisa naturallman Lookealfointhe words 
after the Text, Verli1s5. Hethat ws {pirituall difcere 
neth all things, he thathatha heart truly humbled, 
and a foule truly fanétified ; he thatisadopted,he 

is a fpiritnall man, fothathe which is voyd of the 
Spirit,he is a naturall man; the phrafe is excellent 
inthis kind Jude 19. thefe bee they faith the Texr, 
that feparate themfelves, fenfuall, not having the 
Spirit; the wordstherc interpret one another,hee 
was {peaking before of wicked wretches, and 
thofe that lived after their owne ungodly lufts ; in 
the 18.Verfe faith the Text, there fhall be mockers 
in the laff time who {hall watke after their owne un- 
godly lufts; where we may note, that we fhall ne- 
ver {eea mocker, one that oppofeth Chrift and 
the Gofpell, and is jearing at the Saints of God, 
buthe walkes after ungodly Iufts. They are fen- 
fuall men, who bethofefenfuall men? thofethat 
have notthe Spiritof God, aswee may fee Verle 
19. and therefore whofoever he be or whatfoever 

hee be, be hisappearance never fo good, if hee 

benot truly fanctified by the fpirit of aia 
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he be a new man outwardly, it nce be not found in 
his converfation, hec is a naturall man; hee that 
hath notthe Spirit of God ruling and domineering 
over his luitsyne is in a naturall cftate. 

Thefrcond thing which is to bee difcovered is 
this,v/d. what is meant by the things of the Spirit 
of God,and then the point will fall taire and unde. 
nisble. Tothislanfwere, there are fome things 
of Godthat are revealed inthe creation ofthe, 
world, Rom. 1.20. there faich the text, Theznvifie 
ole things of him (meaning God) fromthe creation of 
the world are cleerely fe-ne, being andeflood Ly the 
things that are made, even his eternal: power and 
Godhead; that is,aman thatlooketh into the frame 
and fabricke of the world, and feeth the making of 
the eartn, andthe Sea, and allthings therein, hice 
cannot fay, but God hath beene here, an inanite 
wifdome, and an Almighty power hath beene 
herc, and framed all thefe things, butthefeare not 
thethings of God, which are meant in the text, 
but there are other things of God which we mutt 
looke after, andtiney cannot bediicerned by tlic 
creationof the world, and therefore, 1 Cor. 1.3%. 1 Correo: 
we fhali obierve this, ¢fter that iathe Wifedeme 
of God, faith the text, the world by wifedome knew 
aot Cod,it pleafea God by the foal:fincffe cf Preaching, 
to fave thenzthat veiveve, marke the naturall men 
might have knowne though they would nor, that 
there was2 God, by the wifedcme of God, that is 
by the wifedome of God in creating of the World 
and by the etcnvatian of things inthe Gime, but 

they 
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they could nottake notice of himas a God recon. 
ciled,as a God that fhould appoiat Chrift asa re- 
deemer,and as a Godthat thould fend Chrift co 
beea redeemer, thefe are the things which men 
could not know by the creation of the world and 
by the wifedome thereof; the things of grace 
and of our redemption,the favour and love chat 
God beares towards his in Chrift, thefe are the 
things of God, the things of election, fanctificati- 
on, juftification and glorification; thefe are the 
things of God which are meant efpecial'y in the 
Text, asifhe had fayd, God by the fpirit can one- 
Jy reveale thefe things, thcfe come immediatly 
from God by the meancs hee hath appointed; a 
man may know that God hathcreated heaven and 
earth, andthathe hath madeall, and provided for 
all, and yetgoe tohell. But hee that hath found 
Gods ove in Chrift, God working gracioufly up- 
onhisfoule, God humbling his heart and pulling 
downe his foule that hee might bee fit to receive 
mercy,and then beftowing mercy upon him;when 
afoule {ceth thefe things, then thefe are the things 
ofGod here meant; Gods spirit muft onely work 
thete, the {pirit onely muft reveale thefe, and by 
the operation ofthe {pirit wee are made partakers 
ofthefe, thefe are the thingsof God which are to 
be. underflood in the Text;God isfaid tocall and 
to fandtifie,ic is the Spirit that converts,and adopts, 
and humbles mens fuules,as who flould fay, Thefe 
are the workes of the Spirit, there is no feeing, 
therc isno perceiving of thefe, there is no way he 
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be made partakers of thefe without the fpirit, fo 
thatthe dodtrinenow lieth open, and that is this; 
No man naturally is able of his owne power to re- 


ceive the fpirituall things of grace and falvation, — 


no naturall man, thatis,he thac hath not the fpiric 
of God working in him, no manthat is in his natu- 
rall cftate can receive the fpirituail things of 
erace and falvation. Hee doth notreceive them, 
- nay he cannot receive them faith the Text, to put 
out all doubrs,and to caft away all cavills; the 
Textdoth not oncly fay he doth not reccive them, 
but that he cannot receivethem, doe hee whathe 
will, doe he what he can, come to a naturall man; 
and aske him will you receive Chrift and the 
worke of grace ? why yes with all his heart, aad 
he makes no doubt but hedoth io, and hee hopes 
hee fhall findethe comfort of it. The Text faith, 
God faith, the truth faith, youdoe not, nay you 
cannot, you fay youdoe, whom fhall wee beleeve 
in this cafe, God or you; I can prove you area 
naturall man, you live in bafe wicked courfes, the 
Spirit of God is anholy Spirit ; youlive in ungod- 
ly and unlawtull courfes, the Spirit of God is 
awife Spirit, you are ignorant and know not the 
things belonging to falvation, and therefore the 
world knowes,and you know that you are a natu- 
rallman, and thefpirit, that faich anaturall man 


cannot receive the things of God, and yet you fay __ 


youcan, whom therefore fhall we beleeve? fo 
that the pointis plaine, thata man by nature hath 
not power towillto receive Chrift and eracc and 
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falvation by him,and we will make good the peint 
in foure particulars, by way of explication, That 
aman hath not power to will to receive grace and 
falvationby Chrift; Firfttoomie that which the 
Papifts themfelves confeffe in this cafe, namely 
that a naturall man of himfelfe cannot finde out 
the meanes of life and Salvation, but God muft 
Ene him fome preventing grace, he muft be en- 
ightned, that ts, God muft reveale and make 
knowne the things that concerne his peace uato 
him out of the Word; hee muft difcover thofc 
things unto him,which appertaine to his peace and 
juftificationby Chrift. I will omit this, and fpeake 
onely of the power which a naturall man hathto 
entertaine the things belonging tolife and Salva- 
tion; and f{uppofe poeeaue that the things of 
e knowne unto a natural] 
man inthis cafe, orelfe he can never of himfelfe 
finde them out,yet when thefe things be feropen 
co mens eares by the minifters of God,when grace 
and Salvation are offered unto men, yet marke 
when thefe are proclamed, anaturall mancannot 
entertaine thefe things, but the heart of a naturall 
man will turne away from thele things, which we 
may plainely fee, if wee looke but into the 19 of 
Mat. 2. there wasayoung man made fome good 
profeffton, he came unto Chrift, andasked him, 
Maftcr, what good thing fhall [doe to inberit eter 
nall lifee Chrift faydunto him, /f thou wilt enter 
into life, keepe the Comm. ndements,the young man 
askes. Chrift, which Co..mandement he fhould 
keepe. 
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keepe, our Saviour anfwers him,7 on fhals mot ksli: 


Thon fhalt not commit adultery,o°c. The young man 
an{wers, slithefe things have | obferved from my 
youth, what lacke Lyet; Then Chrift faith unto him, 
if thou wilt be perfect, goe fellall that thou haft and 
giveittothe poore, andthow [halt have treafure in 
beaves, butthe text faith, Verf. 22. When the 
young man heardthu, hewent away forrowfull, for he 
bad great poffe/sions: Allthe while before our Sa- 
viour had not touched him to the suet but when 
he faith unto him,Goe thy wayes fell all that thow hajt 
and follow me, and thos {halt have treafuein heaven, 
he then went away, why, marke here, Chrift made 
bim a brave offer, hee told him he fhould inherit 
heavenand happineffeif he would but doe this, 
but faith thetext, he went away forrowfall, the text 
doth not fay thathe would difputc of it, and con- 
fider of it, but prefently as foone as he heard it, he 
had a fecret kind of diftafte againft ir, and wenta- 
way and with drew himfelfe fromthe ofter of life 
& falvation. The phrafe is pretty to obferve inthe 


5 Of ohn 40. there our Saviour Chrift was difpu- ohn. ¢, 49. 


ting with the Scribes and Pharifees, and fhewing 
unto them the meanes of Salvation, bue marke 
what our Saviour faithof them, Ye ws/! not come 
to me that ye might have life, marke that phrafe;for 
it is obferveable inthe 39 verf. the verfe going be- 
fore, our Saviour had fayd untothem, Search t4e 
Scriptures forin them yethinke ye have eternal! /ifey 
and they are they which testifie of me; the ofter was 
faire,if they would but have come to Chrift, they 

Ni might 
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tu:allmen, they willnct come, though mercy and 
falva'ion be offered and tendered. 

Butio the fecond place, when thefe things of life 
aad falvation are fet before a natura)! man, ard of- 
fered aato him,and he will not come to Chrift, thac 
he may have them; yet fuppofe Chrilt come to him, 
1 negine the Lord Iefus comes home tc the foule of a 
poore finner, and knocketh & rappeth at the doore 
of his heart, continually ftriving with bim by his 
ble fled Spirit, and the uleof meancs; althcugh the 
Lo:dwould winac him, and wooe him as hee did 
Yerafalem, O Iersfalem,lerufalem, how often would] 
have gathered thy children together, as ahenne doth 
her chickens ander her wings, and yce would not: 
Lockeas the henne clocketh her chickens together 
tha: fofhee may gatherthem under ker wiogs, and 
thereby prevene them from f me mifzbance that 
may befallthem, fothe Lord Iefus called after 7e- 
rufalem, and wept over it: Ohthat thou hadft known 
at leaft in thu thy day the things belonging tothy 
peace,and yetthey would none of him; juft fois the 
cafe cf a!l natusall men,God callechufier them,and 
knock:th againe and agaire, and yet notwith ftan- 
ding they donctorely decline from :hetrutn, but if 
the Ssiit of God ftiil ftrive with them if they can- 
not goe away from Chrift, bute Chrilt followes 
them home to their hovfes as it were, then they fail 
out with Carift, and profeffe they will none of 
Chrift and falvaticn,they refift and oppofe the Spi- 
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ritof God, they take up armcsegaintithe Spirizin 
this hinde. 42.7.5 i.there faith the text,7ce /tiffe- 
necked anduncircamcifed in heart and cares ,ye doe al- 
mayes refift the holy Ghoft, as your fathcrs did, fo doe 
vee: which of the Propitts have not your fathers per- 
feouted,sc. as who ficu'd fay, the Lord {ent his 
{pirieiache miniftery cf the Prophets (fcrfoyou 
mutt conccive of Gocs Min fters, though they bee 
poore foules,yet Gods f; iriti-bours through them, 
acd when they ftrive wich the foulesof men, and 
labour to plucke them out of their finnes then Gods 
Spirit ftrives.) God fert his {pi ic amorg thefe men 
here,& yet they icfifted it.Aad fo, Ad.13.4.6.there 
faith the text of Pawland Rarnabas that they waxed 
bold and faid, It was neceffary that the word of God 
fhould firft have been [ponen to vou,out (icing ye put it 
fromyowandjudge your felves unworthy of everla- 
fting life,loe we turneto the Gentiles. Thetext doth 
not fay ,becaufe yee have sons away fromthe word, 
But becanfe you have put it away fromyou: Thus the 
foule of a naturail mandcth put away the word of 
God,and oppofethiaivation. Inthiekinde, inthe 
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236¢Matt.5. When the King there had prepared a Mines) 5. 


great feaft of fartetdings when he had killed his Oxen 
and his fatlings, aad all things were ready, hee fent 
orth bis harvenzers avout tocallthem that werebid- 
dente the feaft but they faiththe text) made light of 
st,andwent therrwaycs,onc to his farme,another to his 
merchandi{c,c. Cirithelencs his faithfuli Mi- 
nifters about to invite 2ll pcople to reccive | fe and 
falvation, Come yce that are hungry and thirftieand 
buy 
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buy without momey:dutthe truchis, they in the Para- 
ble fpoken cf, would not cometo the feaft, fo ic is 
withall natura men, though ou: Saviour followes 
them, and would perfwade them toentcrtaine the 
meanes of falvaticn, yet they refu(cit, and ftand 
out againft ics fo thatthey doe not oncly withdraw 
themfelvcs trom thetruth, but oppofe it when they 
are purfued. 

Thirdly,a naturel] man doth not onely withdraw 
himfelfe from grace and falvari_n offcred,and refift 
this grace prefled upon him, burif the Lord follow 
him yet further, and courfe him, and purfucth him 
that he may give him grace 3 yet coafidcred io bine 
{clfe, hee is nor capable of this grace. Jn the 6,0f 
M at.24.there fa1:h our Saviour,Ye caunot ferve God 
and Mammon, Every mao naturally hath his Mam- 
mon, the proud man hath his Mammon,and the co- 
yetous man hath his Mammon, and the prophane 
man hath Lis Mammon, now thefe canact ferve 
Godand Mammon, alloto fervethemboth, doth 
not imply onely a difficulty, bue an impoffibility 
alfo, fo chat we may plainely fee, a naturall manis 
no: capadleof grace, but underftand this wifely, I 
doe norfay, that aman by natu-e is uncapable of 
grace, thus farre, thathe is nota fit {ubject to be 
wrought upon, andtobe made capable, but this 
I fay, thata man having finne, and remaining in. 
his finnes, isnot able to entertaine grace, things 
foconfidered fora while, as long as he continueth 
inthateftate, heis notcapable of grace, but yet 
God can make him fit, and difpofed thereunto,he 
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may be wiought thereunto, and Gedby hisfpirit 
canmake him able to entertaine g race, but he mult 
fii ft be cifpofed thcrunto,Jooke as itis with a veflel 
that is fullof puddlethere!san unpoffibility now 
inthi. vefcli, aslongasitis full of that pudly and 
filthy v.ater, that is fhould receive cleane and pure 
water, bur when itis: mptied ofthat filthy water, 
thenitis capable to receive pure water, but firtt 
the durty watermuft be put out, before it canre- 
ceivethe pure. Iuftfoitishere, theugh the foule 
may be made aveffell fit to receive grace, yernow 
being full ofabominations, full of coveroufneffe, 
full of malice, ful! of pride, ful of love of our felves, 
full ofhypocrifie, full ofcareleffencfie,loofeneffe, 
and prophaneneffe, full of all manner of lufts, and 
corruptions, and concupilcence of the ficfh, when 
the fouleisbrimme full of thefe, it is impoffible 
that it fhould receive grace, it is impofible that 
erace and corruption fhould lodge inthe fame bo- 
fome, fothat God mui firft empty the foule of 
thefelufts, and abominations, anc prepare him 
forgrace, before gracecanbe put into him, be- 
fore he can receive grace from God, the fallow 
ground that hath agreat many thiftles, and is full 
ofweedes, and nettles. and craffe, this ground 
we ofe to fay isyetarable ground,it may be plow- 
edand made fittoreceive feede, and beare fruite, 
but it muft firft be plowed, for all the while this 
trath is init, itisnot fit for feed, though it may be 
made fit by tilling ofit, forthe foule cfa finner is 
cable, God ean At it, and prepare ix co receive 
orace 
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eraceandeternalllife, but he mutt be fir plowed 
and made fic, he is oyerruane with all corruptions, 
and thcreforeof himfelfe, fora while before the 
Lord humble him and fit him, and prepare him 
toentertaine Chrift, and receive grace, he cannot 
receiveit. 104.5. 44. There faith the Text, How 
can you beleeve which receive honour one of another, 
and eke not the honor which commeth from God one- 
ty, Aswho fhiould fay, thefe things cannot ftand 
together, that a manthould be full of fiane ,and at 
that time goeto the Spirit to have his finres cru- 
cified, thefething- cannot ftandfo, that thercis 
a kinde of indifpofision and impoffibility, for the 
prefent, thata naturallman fhould receive grace, 
Row. 6.20. Therefaichthe Text, When you wire 
Jervants to finne, you were free from righteou{neffe, 
thatis, whena m:ns corruptions rule over him, 
whenaman yeelds himfelfe to be under the power 
of his lufts, when finne isa mans mafter, infomuch 
that he muft do every thing which that commands 
him; if malfce command him to hate,thenhe muoft 
obey malice.and hate,and envy hisbrother, when 
covetoufneffe is a mans mafter, and if that bids 
him gripe, and cheate,and cezen,he mult then doe 
it, if aman be thus a fervantto fin,he is free from 
righteoufi es,he cannot be made partaker of grace 
and falvation folong ashe remaines in this eftate 
and condition. 

Fourthly, the fourth paffage is this,as the foule 
of anaturall man declines from grace offered and 
revealed, asitoppofeth grace, prefied fo n on 
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fourth place itis not willing to be wrought upon, 
that it may be fit to receive grace,and be madeca- 
pable of it; thereisno naturall man under heaven 
that is willing to be wrought upon, that hee may 
be capable to receive grace, hee would not have 
oriceand Chrift, andthough he might inthe 19. 
of Lukethe 14. and 27. verfes, our Saviour Coms 
pares himfelfe to a mafter that was to goe intoa 
farre Country toreceive a kingdome, and there- 
fore gives over his eftate intothe hands of his fer- 
vants, hee called histen fervants and gave them 
ten pounds, faying,Occapie ti Icome. 

Now when hee is gone marke what the Text 
faithinthe 14. Verfe, We will not have thw man to 
vule over us; the Citizens hated him and [ent a mef- 
fenger after him faying, We will not have thes man to 
rule over ws. Herein is implyedtwothings, firft 
that God would rule over the hearts, hee would 
informe their judgements, and fit their foules to 
receive grace, but marke what they fay, We wiil 
not have him to reigne ever ws, wee will not have 
the Lord Iefus take poffeffion of our hearts, and 
rule and guide them in the way of grace and falva- 
tion, and fo fay all naturall men when the truth of 
God is followed and preffed, and their confcien- 
ces awakened and their minds enlightned, then 
they cry out,we will not be troubled and peftered 
with thefe matters; inthe 8. of Rom.7. there faith 
the Text the carnall minde u enmitie against God, 
for it x5 not fubject to the Law of God, neither in- 


deedecan bc. Anaturall man is notf{ubje@to God, 
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he is not, nay hee cannot be fubject to the Law of 
God, the Text doth not fay he doth not obey the 
Law of God, but hee is not fubje@ to.ic; for itis 
one thing to obey the word and Spirit of God, and 
another thing to be fubjed untoit, as for example, 
foppofe a mafter command his fervant to doe 
fomething that is unjuft and unjJawfull, and if hee 
will not doe it,thenbeats him; thefervantis.then. 
fid to be fubjed to his mafter, hee may beare the 
blow and endure the ftripes. of his mafter, but if 
he be honc& and willnot doe the thing, hee can- 
notbce fayd to obey his mafters fo likewife ific 
pleafe a Prince to deale harfhly with his fubject, 
and punifh him urjuftly, his fubjeG& may fubmit 

himfelfe unto him,but he doth not obey him, but 
this isthe madnefle of our finfull natures that wee 
will not be fubje& to the Word of God, wewil! 
not bearethe blow, norinduretheftroake of the 

Spirit, that fo it may plucke us out of our corrup- 

tions, and frame us.and fafhion us inthis cafe, and 

makc us firto receive grace; but when the word 

difcovereth our finnes unto us, and our mifery in 
regard of the fame, the foule beginnsro {well and 
takeup an indignation againft the truth revealed, it 
enceavourswhatitmay, and labours wher it can 
to acquit it felfe ofthe word and to caft out the 
fame, wee profeffe that wee will not Lave our 
hearts informed and cur mire¢s enlighktned, wee 

will not be humbled and pre p.red'tc receive grace 

and falvation offered by the Lord lefts. If it bee 
not thus, what meane thofe fwellings and bublings 
af 
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of heartagainft the word when it is preached, 
fometimes a mans confcience is opened and tou- 
ched by the Word of God, and what followcs? 
why prefently hee profeffeth hee will never heare 
that Minifter more, hee faith tis pittie hee fhould 
ever preach more, aiid wv’ere good hee were out 
ofthe Country, ard shat the kingdome werc rid of 
him ; alas,what dorhthe Minuter this while,whae 
doh heinzead all cts while thac yoareke {Inch di- 
ftafte ac hiss, why.youtave ¢ proud hearc, hee 
would humble ithe would plucke you oura! your 
corruptions thacyou fay be prepaled for grace, 
but your foules tay,you willsot be wrought upos 
and framed,tha: you may rece.ve grace and falva- 
tion; however you due no: profeffe fo much with 
yourmouthes, yet your actions teftifie as much, 
thereis never a faithfull Minifter 6f God but 
{peakes home to the con{ciences of men, and tells 
them oftheirbeloved finnes and bofome corrup- 
tions, and hee doth this to prepare way for the 
Lord Iefus. He knowes you muft be fitted to re- 
ceive grace and falvation, before you fhall be made 
pattakers of graceand falvation; he knowes that 
there are many mountaines to bee levelled, and 
crooked things to bee made ftraight, and many 
rough things to bee made fmooth and plaine, and 
therefore hee intends nothing but to have your 
foules broken and prepared for Chrift, but you 
{ay you will not bee humbled and framed, and 
made fit to feethe things that belong to your peace 
here, and your falvation hereafter, and therefore 

O2 you 


2 


99 


1cO 


er 


Preparing for Chrift. 


youcannot receive the things of God:fo thento ga- 


ther up all rogether,if it be fo,that when the things 
of grace and falvation are revealed and offered, a 
natural] man doth turne away from them, if itbee 
fo that though the Lord ftriveth with a natural! 
man,and labours by his Spirit to winne him and 
wooe himto receive grace, yethe refifts the Spi- 
rit,and takes up armes againft the offer of grace ; if 
it bee fo that when the Lord followes him with 
grace, yetanaturall manis not capable of grace, 
ifit bee fothat the heart of a natural] man is not 
fubje& to the Word of God,and would not bee 
wrought uponthat he may be made fit to receive 
grace, thenitiscleare,that a naturall man cannot 
receive the things of Godif hee goes away from 
grace offered and refifts grace preffed ; it hee be 
notcapable ef grace, ani is unwilling to be made 
capable, thenthe point is evident,and the doctrine 
undeniable, namely that a man in his naturalleftate 
cannot receive the things of grace and falvation ; 
and thisisathing focleaieto a gracious heart, as 
nothing more ; wee fee then the proofe of the 
point, anaturall man cannot receive the things of 
God, the reafons of the point why anaturall man 
cannot but doe thus,as he doth withdraw himfelfe 
from grace offered,and refiftand oppofethe Word 
of God. The grounds of it are three, the firft ar- 
gument alledged istaken out of the words of the 
Text, and it {tands thus, a naturall man cannot re- 
ceive the things of God, why? becaufe they 
are fpiritully difcerned, what is that ? the mea- 
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ning isthis, heethdt will receive {piricuall things, 
muft have fome f{pirituall ability and power about 
him, fome fpirituall helpe vouchfated unto him 
for the performance of this work;a man that will 
difcern {pirituiall things muft have a power an{wer- 
abletoth thee would difcerne, a man muft have 
fpisi:uall hel pe from heaven before hee can enter- 
taine (pirituall graces ; for fpirituall graces and the 
Spirituall worke of the Lord are onely agreeable 
and fitting one for another, but now no naturall 
man hath any fpirituall power, thefe two things 
are differ. ntintheir kindes, namely nature and the 
Spirit, anaturallman hath nothing of the Spirit, 
no fpirituall ability in him, but hee muft have a 
Spiritual] ability thit can difcerne the things of the 
Spirit, and therefore a naturall man cannot di- 
fcerne {pirituall things; thus I reafon, no naturall 
faculty can put forth a fupernaturall worke, a thing 
thatis barely w+ hin the compaffe of nature can- 
not put forth an action above the nature of it, be- 
caufe every thing workes within its compafle; as 
the tree that growes, it cannot goe and walke as 
the beaft doth; the beaft that hath the fenfuall fa- 
cultie,that walkes, and fees, and heares and feeles, 
but itcannot reafon; manhee hath the reafonable 
facultie,and he reafons and performes fuch ations 
as belong to him ; now every one of thefe worke 
withintheis owne compaffe, they have their fe. 
verall kinds of operations ; the treegrowes, the | 
beaft feeles, and man reafons, and none of thefe 
can excecde their owne nature, or put forth a 
O 3 worke 
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worke abovetheir nature, fothat then wee fee no 
naturall power can performe a fupernaturall 
worke, but a naturall man as hee came intothe 
world hath nothing but nature in him, and there- 
fore he cannot difcerne the things o' God, which is 
a fupernaturall worke wrought by the Spiri: of 
God, for fofaith the Text, they are fpirstually die 
(cerned. 

The fecond argument is this, all naturall men are 
altogether fiefhly, thatis, wholly overpowred 
with finne ; marke that place in the third of John 
and fixt, there faith the Text, whatfoever & borne 
ofthe flcfh es flefh, aud that which ss borne of the Spie 
rit 6 {pirit, but now marke all the chings of God, 
as firft ele@tion, fecondly converfion, thirdly fan- 
ification, fourthly juftification, fiftly glorificati- 
onand the like, they are nothing elfe but {piricuall, 
they are {pirituall things, the grace of God is fpi- 
rituall, and the Word of God is fpirituall,; now 
marke whatfolloweth in the fift of Galethians the 
17.there faiththe Text, The fe(h iuffeth against the 
Spirit andthe Spirit againft the fichh,c thefe now are 
contrary the one tothe other, that is,a naturall cor- 
rupt heart refifts and is contrary to the wor‘e of 
Gods Spirit, they luft one againft another,and are 
contrary onetoanother ; then marke howl rea- 
fon fromthe former ground, ifthefoule of a na- 
turallman be profeffely oppefite and contrary to 
the Spirit of grace, then the foule of a naturall 
man will not ofit{cife, may itcannot receive and 
emertaine Chrift and grace, they thateppofe at 

wo 
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would deftroy one another, they will not enter- 
taine oneano:her, as forexample, fire and water 
are contrary one to another, and therefore they 
willnot mecte together and entertaine one ano- 
ther, but continually feeke to deftroy oneancther, 
fo light and darkeneffe they are contrary, and 
theretore will not receive one another but feeke 
the deftru@ion one of another, as when light 
comes darkeneffe is gone, and when darkeneffe 


comes light that mut be gone; but now marke, the 


heart of a.naturall manisallficth, and the things 
of Godare all Spirit, and therefore thefetwo are 
contrary, ‘and therefore oppofe and would de. 
ftroy oneanother; the heart of a naturall man is 
contrary’to Godand grace, and therefore canrot 
receive and entertainc God and grace, but fecke to 
deftroy them, and therefore it is obferveable in 
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tiesothe Spirit of God, it uw not (u'jclt te the Law of 
Ged, neither indsede can be; when the heart of a 
natural! manbeginsto fecle the biow by the hand 
of Gods Spirit firing and ftriving in him to hum- 
ble himand make him fit for grace, itflye:h backe 
prefent y,and will by no meanes beare the blow of 
the Spirit. it will not give way to the worke of 
God. Now marke how I difpute,that which will 
not, naythat which cannot be fubj<ct to th Spi- 
ritofGod, thatwill never receive grace which Is 
the worke of rhe Spirit of God, but a nstural! man 
whatfoever he hath, even his.wifedomce is not fub- 
jet tothe Spirit, hee will not beare, hee wiil not 
away 
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away with the worke of the miniftery, and there- 
fore hee cannot reccive grace,and thisis the fecond 
paflage. Ifthe nature ofa naturall man be altoge- 
ther fefh,and is contrary to grace, and will not be 
fubject to the Spirit, thenit cannot reccive grace; 
butall naturall men are contrary to grace, they 
are aleogether flefh and refift the fpirit and there- 

fore they cannot entertaine grace. | 
The third Argument ts this, adead manhath no 
power to procure life unto himfelfe, but all men 
by nature are dead in trefpaffes and fijines, and 
therefore no naturall man isable to procure fpiri- 
tuall lifeunto himfelfe; for the unde-{ianding of 
this argument, know thus much, that the-nature of 
man fince hisfall is {tripped of all that aolineffe 
and righteoufneffe whereby he might bee enabled 
tothe performance of any fpirituall worke, and 
not onely fo, hee is not onely deprived of the 
image of God, butis altogether overfpread with 
wickecneffe and unrighteoutnefle, which take the 
poffefion ofevery poore foule under heaven, Je. 
3.6. Whatfocrer u borne of the flefh w fiefb, now cve- 
ry mannaturally is altogether flefh, the will of 
man and the heart of manis altogether flefhy ; and 
therefore inthe heart of man there is no good at 
all. And confider the reafon of this, why the 
whole foule is thus defiled with finne, wee mut 
conceive that 47am was not oncly a particular per- 
fon, but he rook the whole nature of mankind + >on 
him; fothatthe nature of manin Adam while nee 
was in hisinnocencie might either bee carried ? 
the 
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the obediencc ofthe will of God, or elfe wholly 


againftthe will of God, andtherefore by 4dams 
fall man was altogether deprived of his righteouf- 
neffe,and caricd againft the willof God. Nowto 
preffe the Argumentifit be fo that all menshearts 
are peffefied with rebellions by nature and turned 
away fromGod; then men naturally cannot turne 
unto God, but all men naturally are wholly pof- 
feffed with finne, and by rebellion, are turned 
-fromGod, and therefore they cannot naturally 
turne unto God. Againe confider there muft bec 
fome fpirituall power, fome {piricuall life put into 
aman before hee can performe any good, there- 
fore anaturall man cannot doeany good, but isa 
dead man in refpect of grace, becaufe be hath loft 
that fame foule ofrighteotfnes whereby he fhould 
performe that good which God requireth, and fo 
that holineffe being gone,the foule of the will is 
gone, andthe powerto doe any good or receive 
any goodis gone. Sothen the cafe is cleare and 
the pointevident by force of argument and Scrip- 
turesthat a naturall man hath no power to receive 
the Lord !efus, and grace, and falvation from 
him. 

If this be trueas hath beene prooved by reafon 
piaine and undeniable arguments, that a naturall 
man cannot receive the things of God, then e- 
very foule may take notice of and condemne that 
fottifh and foolish conceit that harbours in the 
minde of many filly poore ignorant foules ; ifany 
of you know fuch, take notice of them: there are 
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many thinke that they brought grace into the 
world with them, and that they had grace from 
their mothers belly; askethem when did you re- 
ceive grace, when did you receive faith, they 
will anfwer, they beleeved ever fince they were 
borne, they had faith ever fincethey can remem - 
ber; a great many poore ignorant foules thinke 
that gracecame into the world with them; No, 
no, be not deceived, faith commeth by hearing, 
faith isthe gift of God, and repentance isthe gift 
of God, zarrew ws the way, and ftraight is the gate 
that leadeth unto life,and few there be that finde 1t5& 
therefore alas,ifthou think’ ft thou broughteft faith 
with the into the world, it is an argument that 
thou never hadft faith, isis an evidence that thou 
never badft grace; for if every man fhould bring 
faith and grace into the world, then all fhould goe 
to heaven, and what is hellmade forthen? No, 
NO, Narrow is the way and exceeding ftraightis the 
gate; wee muft not thinke to goe toheaven with 
our hands by our fides. No,no, itisavery narrow 
way ,and few there be thatfindeit. But thenthey 
will pleade, though they had not grace by nature, 
yet grace is wi hina haires breadth of them, they 
have graceatcommand ; and as it is witha man 
that leaves acommcditie at a mans houfe upon |i- 
king, if helikeit,if it be for histurne he may buy 
i ifhce like itnot hee may refufe it; now after it 
hath lien by him awhile, if ic doth not pleafe him, 
he may returne it into the owners hand againe, he 
may fay,I tooke your commoditie upon sa 
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ifit would have beene for my turne I would have 
bought it, but it will not ferve for the ufe Ithought 
to putit to,and therefore I returne it to you againe; 
So it ishere, moft men thinke thatgrace ts left with 
them upon liking, andthey may let it lie by them, 
and afterthey have lived in finne, and tired them- 
{elves in their owne imaginations, and in follow- 
ing the finfull defires of their owne wretched 
hearts, ifafter this when they become old,or lie 
upon their death beds, if then they like grace, they 
may take it, if notthey may let icalone and refufe 
is: O poore creatures,you will perifh and goc to 
hell hoodwinkt inthis kind, yeuthinke you may 
have grace for calling tor; hereafter when I am 
old then [ will repent, and when [ lic upon iny 
deatin bed, then I will deginne to pray and humbic 
my felfe before God, then you thinke to have 
grace at your owne liking ; if you like the courfe 
of grace then youwill take it, if you like it not, 
you will refufe ic; muft] pray with my family you 
willfay 2 Welliff like the courfehappily I will 
doe it, ifnor f willneglect it; Alas,alas, [t-lichee 
thoucantt as well makea fouleas converta foule, 
thoucanftas wellcreite thy felfe as repent; is tt 
inthy powertof.y, now Lwillhave grace, now I 
willnot? now lwillrepent, and now! will note 
Ohthinke of it, youthall finde it a harder taske 
then you are aware of, andit Godbee plealed to 
openyoureyes,you will then fay, Oh what thall 
Idee tobe faved, then you will fee that fomething 
mult bee done before youcan bee faved, thenyou 
oa will 
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will finde it to be a hard matter to repent. Doe not 
think when vou lic upon your death beds then you 
may repentif you will;is itin your power to repent 
and goe to heaven? no,no, all naturall men are un- 
der the power of Sathan, he ruleththem, he ccm- 
mandeth ihe hearts of the children of difobedi- 
ence according to his will, and then for finne and 
the power thereof looke, Rom.6. 16. know yee not 
faiththe Apoftle that to whows yce yeeld your felxves 
fervantstoobey,his fervants yee are whether of firne 
unto death or of obedience unto righteou[ncl[e? eve- 
ry naturall man is afervantto finne and a flave to 
his lufts, hee can doe nothing but that finne will 
have him to doe. Take a proud man, whether 
art thou able to confeffe thy pride,to fee thy finne, 
and humble thy {clfe, and renounce thy fi lly, art 
thouabletodoe this? No,thou muft aske thy fin 
leave frft :Sotakea covetous man, art thou able 
tofetopenthy houfe, if thou haft wronged any 
man, orgriped or cozened any man? art thou 
able to fay, will reftore him fourefold ¢ art thou 
able to doe this? No,no, thou muft aske thy co- 
vetouineffe leave firft ; now whether you thinke 
that the divell will fuffer you to goe out of his 
clutches when hee hath power over you, if you 
thinke finne will give you leave to forfake your 
lufts when you are fervants to :t; I appeale 
to your owne confciences,and therefore whofoe- 
ver he be thatisanarurall man, let him not cofen 
himfelfe, he hathno power in himfelfe to forfake 
finne ; ifheavenwerc layd downe before him and 
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cffered him forthe leavi gof onc luft, hee could 
aswell make a world,as part with one luft for hea- 
ven, and thereforeevery man fhould labour to 
feethis and fay, Lord heretofore I have beene 
deluded, [thought if I would have grace at any 
time,! might have grace when | would, if I would 
not l.sve grace I might choofe, and therefore I 
thought] would have prost now, and pleafures 
now,and corruptions, and hereafter I will repent, 
hereafter | will have Chrift, but Lord I was de- 
luded, what was itinmy power then toentertaine 
the Lord !efus’ then it was in my powerto goe 
to heaven,to make a world,and to create a foule 
alfe?’ Iwillaffure youitis the 2imighty power of 
God that muft doe this, in the firft cf Eplefians 19. 
there the Apoftie giveth us to underftand how 
God worketh in our converfion; What is the ex. 
ceeding ercatne/je of his power faith hee, tous ward 
that beleeve, accovaiigtothe working of bis mighty 
power, which he wrou ght inChril, when hee raifed 
hina from the dead avd fet him at his owe right hand 
1a the heavenly places. When the Lords body 
had lienin the grave three daycs, the felfe {ame 
powcr that railed Chrift from the dead ; this is 
the very fame almighty powerthat workes inthe 
heart of a man that ts converted inthis cafe ; cant 
thou raife Chrift from the dead ¢ ifthoucanttdoe 
this,thenthou mayft repent, if not, then ofthy 
felfe thoucanft nor repent; forthe very fame s ow- 
er that raifed Chrift from the dead, the fame pow- 
ermuft worke repentance in the heart of a man; 
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be not theretore deceived, but now looke to it,ma- 
ny Chriftians have thought that they might have 
grace and falvation when they would at command, 
but when God opened their eyes, O then they faw 
no hope ofthis,they then knew that the fame pow. 
er that raifed Chrift out of the grave,the fame pow- 
er muft raife them out of the grave of their finnes. 
i befeech youtherefore to be informed, to yeeld 
to, to be convinced of this truth ; the Text faith « 
natural man cannot receive the things of God,y oufay 
youcan, who fhall we beleeve now 2? Whar will 
yoube Atheifts, the Lord faith, the word faith, 
aniturall doth notreceive the things of God, nity he 
caunnot.pow wherherthy word,or the word of God 
will ftand, thou wilt one day know it tothy ever. 
lafting woe, andtherefore now le peifwaded to 
fee your owne follies, and abandon this foolith 
CONcelt. 

The fecond ufe isan ule ofexamination, namely 
fromthe former doctrine delivered, very foule 
thatheareth the word this day, if they will deale 
nlainely with their foules may undevitand whae 
their conditionis 5 youmay reade your owne e- 
{tates, whether you bee naturall men or {piricuail, 
whether gracious or craceleffe men; what wouldft 
thouknow then wiretherthou arta tatural. maa or 
no? anditchou beeft fo, woe beuntothee. The 
trialliseatic in this kind, obferve what dipoti- 
tionthou haft tothe things of Gud, obferve whe- 
ther thy foule beaffeted with them, whether thy 
foule can give cricriainement to them? the natu- 
rai 
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rall man cannot reccive the thi: gs of God, if thou 
beeft anaturall man, thou then canft not reccive 
grace! orentertaine « hriftandfalvation, {2 then 
canft thou finde that if pleafurescome, then thy 
heart giveth way to them? if profits come, then 
thy heart is tranfported with the love thereof ¢ 
Is thy foule inlarged to thefe things ? doft thou 
loveand defirethem? cantt thou fwallow downe 
all, entertaine ail, digeft allvery willingly 1a this 
kind? never too much riches,never tco much ho- 
Nour, never too much profit, never too much 
pleafure, isthy foule thusdifpofed? But whenthe 
word calleth for repentance, when the Gofpcl! 
calleth for felfedeniall at thy hand, & the Lord Ic- 
fus would ruie inchy heart, when the Lord would 
take away all thy finnes,and al! thy corruptions ; is. 
it fo now chat thy heartis weary to heare thefe? ts 
it fothattboucanft not give way to thefe ? then 
thecafeiscleare, thouartina naturalleftcte, for 
the Lords fase take notice of it; naturall things 
pleafe thee, profits and pleafures, finnes and cor- 
ruptions pleafethee, butthoueanft not away with 
thethings ofthe Spirit, thou art therefore a natu- 
ral! man, there isthereforenoroome for Chriftin 
thy foule, cherefore there is no true grace yet 
wrought inthy foule. Inthe 8.of the Row.5. there 
faiththe Text, They that are after the fleth dic mind 
she things of the fefo, but they that are ifter the spi- 
rit,the things of the Spirit. Now obferve shere- 
fore what rellifh thou fiideft in the things here be- 
low; canft thou rellifh bafe courfs and ill com- 
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pany ¢ isany courfe oradvice taken that may ad- 


duce thee unto wickednefle? canft thou fweare 
withthe blafphemer, and fwagger with the drun- 
kard? canft thou rellifh and appove of thefe cour- 
{cs ? but when the Gofpell comes and whena man 
checkes thee for drinking and f{weartag, and cells 
thee that rhefe things ftand not with the kingdome 
of God, thekingdome of Chrift confifts in righ- 
tcoufnefle and joy, and peace inthe holy Ghott, 
and thou mu(t deny thy felfe betore thoucantt re- 
ceivethe Lord Iefus; ifamanfhall cell thee thae 
thou muft be pure as Chrifthim({clte is pure, & char 
the Lord Chrift fefus did notcome into the world 
to make men loofe and careleffe, but holy and 
lighteous, to live foterly inthis prefent world, 
and deny all ungodly and worldly lufts,to re- 
nounce and abhorre thcfe,when thou heareft thar 
thou muft become a foole that thou mayft bce 
made wife, andtharthe Lordcameto refefh thofe 
oncly that where laden with the burthen of their 
finnes, when thou heareit thefe things, how cantt 
thour.kethem, moftmen may give this anlwer, 
wee thinke not fo, wee beleeve it not, nzy wee 
cannothe perfwaded of if ;-1s ic thus wirh thee ¢ 
why then the cafe is ended, the tryall is done ; 
Whoever doth not nay cannot receive the things 
of God;the Cofpello. God, and the things reve. 
led thercin; whythe Text faith, and the Lord 
faith, ther manis 4 nsturall mans Now manya 
foule can icy, Lam not perfwaded of thefe things 
wiicathe Gofpellreveales: why thenthe a IS 
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cleare, thou fayft plainely thou canft not receive 


thethings of God, why then the Lord faith, the 
Text faich,and God of heaven faith, that tox art 
anaturall man as thou cameft into the world, and that 
thou haft not the grace and fpirit of Chrift. But then 
fome may fay if I be anatural man what then, what 
hurtisit? Andthercfore in the fourth place it is 
anufe ofterrour ; I prefume many that have heard 
this will fay weeare fo, and {halla man beeafha- 
med becaufehcis a naturallman? Therefore ob- 
ferve from the former do@rine a word of terrour 
to all naturall creatures under heaven, 1am almoft 
afraid co fpeake ofthe mifery ofa naturall man,my 
tonguctrembles to difcover the wretched, feare- 
full, damned, iniferable eftate that every natural] 
manis in, youthinke it is nothing to be in a natu- 
turall eftare; but 1 tell you, did you but know 
what the Lord hath revealed concerning a naturall 
man, it were enovgh to breake the backe of a 
man; a naturallman, why it is enough to make 
thee goe fighing to thy grave,though thou liveft a 
thoufand yeares; ifthoubeeft a naturall manthou 
haft not received Chrift,nay thou art not neare the 
things of a better life, nay you are not onely ftill 
to attaine thofe things, but you are not able to re- 
ceive the things of the Lord Iefus, whereby you 
may be quickned to entertaine thofe things, and 
this is that which maketh the {oules of naturall 
men miferable, and the mifery of thofe foules the 
more miferable; becaufe they are not onely un- 
willing to bee out of this condition, but shey are 
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unwilling to be made willing to be out of it; they 


boaft that ftill chey remaine in ir, for marke what 
naturall men fay they bringa reproach upon Gods 
Saints and children, what fay they, you are a 
man of the Spirit, you are a {pirituall profiffor, 
one of the holy brethren, are you miferable 
wretch; doft thou profeffe thy felfe that thou 
art not fo, but that thou art a naturall man? 
why thenthou arta miferable man,a naturall man, 
why then adamned man¢ a naturall man why then 
an accurfed man? thou that profcffeft thou 
haft no part and portion in the Lord Iefus, take 
heedethat one day hee doth not profeffe that hee 
hath no partinthcee, Rom.8.9. If any man hath not 
the Spirit ef Chrift, he ws none of bis ; thouthat doft 
make a matter of mocking at thofe that doe walke 


uprightly before God, andthat havethe Spirit of 


Godinthem, thou that proclameft tothe world 
that thou haft not the Spirit of God, the Lord pro- 
claimes it as openly to thee, that the Lord lefus 
will notownethee, hee willhave nothing to doe 
withthee, andthen what fhall become of thee ¢ 
the devill muft take thee at che laft day,when all 
fleth thall appeare before the judgement feate of 
God, and the booke fhall be opened and the a¢ti- 
ons of men made mantfeft to Saints and Ange'ls! 
Oh one drop of mercy then, one dram of comfort 
thenwillbee worth a world; Ohthen you will 
wifh, Ohthat Chrift would fave us; no,no, you 
that were naturall men, Chrift will not owne you 
how, youhadnoneat all ofthe Spirit, you have 
oppofed the good Spirit of God and flouted ir, 
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thefe are your fpirituall men, thefe are your holy 
ones, thus you have mocked and blafpkemed,you 
have fayd the Spirit of Chrift is not mine, and 
therefore Chrift faith hee is none of thine; thy 
cftare therefore here is miferable, but thrice wret- 
ched and miferable willit be hereafter; menma 
imagine great matters, and boaft of themfelves,of 
their riches, and their wifedome, and their honour 
and prefermentinthe world, but if they be natu- 
rall,there is {mall goodat all inthem, they may 
have }.rus, and preferments, and honours, bur 
the uave finall goodinthem, andtherefore mife- 
rableneeds muft their eftate bee here, but farre 
worlehereafter. Dcoenotthinke ye may climbe 
up to heaven by your owne imaginations; good 
Lord how cana man that is ina naturall condition 
fleepe quictly * with what contentment can hee 
walke, whena man goeth into his fields torccreate 
and delight himfelfe, and then confiders the 
meanes that God hath offred him, whereby hee 
might attaine unto grace and félvation, when the 
foule thinks with it felfe,I may goe into my ground 
to be eafedand refrefhed, but alas I am buta na- 
turall man, what therefore fhall become of this 
poorefoule of. mine; heconfiders with himfelfs 
Tam butina naturall condition,and therefore ma 
miferable,damned condition, and then when hee 
returnes home, ftill this ftrikesin his minde, | am 
but naturall, flefhand blood, and therefore never 
fhall receive any fpirituall. comforr; but when 


thefe things fhall neither helpe me nur I be helpe- 
Q> full 
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full unto them; Oh what then fhall become of 
me? [have had no part in Chrift here,and there- 
fore I can never lookethat hee will owne me kere- 
after; it isa great evill for aman to have no good, 
but this is the mifery of amanthat hee cannot pro- 
cure any good, and thisis the mifery of all mife- 
ries,that he cannot defire to be out of this mifery ; 
and yet this is the condition of every naturall man, 
you therefore that are naturall goe into corners 
and mourne for your felves and thofe that belong 
unto you, and for thofe to whom you have rela- 
tion; you husbands that have wives which be na- 
turall, and you wives who have natural] hus- 
bands, goe and mourne for them and for your 
felves, and figh to heaven for mercy, and pray to 
God that hee would be mercifull unto them and 
forgive them their finnes, and bring them out of 
their naturall eftate, and make them able toenter. 
caine Chrift, and grace, and falvation. Parents 
mourne for your children that are naturall, when 
thou lookeft upon thy child whom thou deare- 
ly loveft, and whom perhaps hath good naturall 
parts,and is obedient unto thee in outward re- 
{pects, whenthou beholdeft this child of thine,and 
confidere ft that hee isin a naturall eftate,then this 
may peirce theeto the very heart, then thou 
may ft burft out and fay, woe is me that this child 
of mine wasever borne, for he is ina naturall con- 
dition,ind therefore ina miferable condition, hee 
isa naturall child,and therefore a child of the di- 
vell, truly he ts my fonne, andfor ought I ee if 
0 
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God have not mercy upon him, the child of the 
divell alfo ; anaturall child is adamned child, a 
naturall man is an accurfed man; confider this, 
doth not the Word fay this,doth not the Lord fay 
this, that natural man cannot receive the things of 
God, and therefore deale with your owne foules, 
and withthe foules of thy friends, as men ufe to 
doe with thofe that are ficke, haft thoua child or 
a husband ficke of any difeafe, thou goeft tothe 
Phifitian to aske his counfell concerning the difea- 
fes, he tells che difeafe is not dangerous and dead- 
ly, itmay be helped,and if hee be but able to re- 
ceive thofe things which he fhall prefcribe he will 
warrant his recovery, butnow ifthe difeafe con- 
tinue,and hee benot able to take any food, or re- 
ceive any Phificke, then the difeafe cannot bee 
helped, healtheannot be procured; you thatare 
naturall men you are ficke of corruptions, the di- 
feafe I muft confeffe is not deadly, if you can but 
take mercy & receive grace,which is the phifick of 
thefoule, then you may recover, but as long as 
youremaine in your naturall eftate, you can re- 
ceive nofpirituall foode, no {pirituall phificke, 
but caft up all, and therefore you are gone, youare 
but dead men.. I tellyou, you have many bre- 
thren,many friends,many children that are ficke,I 
tell you, they are proud, and careleffe, and loofe, 
and prophane ; but this is their greateft miferie 
above allthereft, they cannot take any fpirituall 
foode, they cannot receive any fpirituall good 
thing, butcaft up all,and vomit upall; the power 
3 of 
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of the Gofpell prevailes not, your counfell they 
will not heare, the Miniftersexbort, admonifh. 
reprove, they willnotregard, they cannotaway 
with any fpiricuall phificke; I tell you, this will 
be their death, andif God be not mercifull their 
damnationalfo, and therefore goe and mourne for 


_—— 


_your children and for your friends if they be natu- 


rall, and pray forthem. When a manis ficke of 
fome difeafe, if hee can take no foode, if no phi- 
ficke will {tay with him,nor worke upon him, but 
he caftsupall, then his wife thee fits in one cor- 
ner ofthe houfe weeping, and his children in ano- 
ther corner mourning and lamenting, now if one 
comes inandaskes them how doth your husband, 
or how doth your father, Oh then they fall a 
wringing their hands, Oh my father or my hus- 
band is but a dead man, if hee could but take any 
thing, thenthere were fome hope of life, but alas 
nothing will ftay with him, but as fone as he takes 
it he vomits itup againe, and therefore now there 
isno expectation of his recovery, this is the con- 
dition of many of your friends and children, they 
can take nothing which fhould doe them good, 
they can receive no fpirituall good things; no 


counfell can take place with them, the word of 


God prevailesnot with them ; O mourne for them 
therefore, they are ina miferableeftate, they are 
but dead men,they will bedamned ; ifthey could 
but receive the things ofthe Spirit,then there were 
fome comfort; but alas, how can a man receive 
falvation? isit notby the Word ? why then ifthe 

Word 
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Word will not prevaile with them cr take any 
place inthem, nor worke upon them, howthen 
fhall they come to falvation, why they muft there. 
tore be damned, they mufttherefore perifh, they 
muft be caft into utter confufion and deftruétion 
forevermore, Oh mourne therefore and pray for 
thofe which belong uato you ifthey be in a natu- 
rall condition. 

Inthe laft place,ifitbe fo dangerous to bee ina 
naturall condition, thenitis aword ofexhortati- 
ontoyouall, that you would labourto get out of 
this naturall corruption. I intreate you for the 
Lord Iefus fake, as you love your owne foules 
whoeveryoubethat heare this doétrine if you be 
naturall meh, give no fleepe unto your eyes, nor 
{lumber unto your eye lids, give no reft to your 
foules nor contentment to your hearts, untull you 
have ftudied by a!l meanes poffible to recover 
your felves out of your natural! condition, beginne 
fpeedily and perfevere conftantly in the meanes 
that God hath appointed, that the Lord may be- 
ftow that powervpon you whereby you may bee 
enabledto receive erace and fa'vation offered you, 
that foit may goe weil with you for ever, Iehn 3. 
27. there faith the Text,a man cannet receive any 
thing unleffe it be given him from heaver, fo then 
the cafe is cleare,though thou of thy felfe canft not 
receive graceand falvation, yet God can give a- 
bilitie to receive them ; away therefore from your 
fclves, & look up higher, flie unto God for ftrength 
and fufficiercie; {would have fuch a naturall man 

feare. 


Iohn 3.27. 
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feaie continually that God will cut him off, and 
than heis damned for ever; Oh confider of this, 
anaturall man, why hee may be affraid that Gods 
judgements will every moments, in every place fall 
uponhi.,borh athome & abroad, within & with- 
out, hee may feare they will fall upon him upon 
every occafion hee meetes withall, when hee go. 
cthinthe way, when hee fitteti ftill, when hee 
eates, whenhe fleepes, what bufineffe foever hee 
isabout, inevery place, atalltimes, upon alloc- 
cafions, lee may teare that the curfe of God will 
fall upon him. A naturall man may continually 
{tand in feare and confider,if God fhould cut me off 
by death, what then would become of me, my body 
muft returne to the ground,and my foule tliat muft 
go into everlafting torments in hell fire among the 
devilland his angcls,w/ere the worme never dyeth, 
nor the firercver gceth ont, and therefore fure my 
eftateiswocfull,and my condition miferable. But 
you will fay, a naturall man cannot receive any 
good, why fhould hee then be counfelled to re- 
ccive the things of God,as grace and falvation;this 
isacavill of BcLurmin and thus I anf{wer it,we have 
no fpirituall abilitic in our felves to performe any 
fpirituall duty, but yct wee have ability to pere 
forme fome morall actions ; a manhath reftaining 
and preventing grace whereby he is able to waite 
upon Gad in the meancs, that fo he may be ena- 
bledto receive grace, and therefore as long asthe 
parts and members ot your bodies and the facul- 
ties of your foules continu*,as lotig as your under- 

ftandings 
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underftandings and memories indure, why cannot 
you beftow your bodies to come to Church as 
weilastogoetothe Alehoufee why cannot you 
beftow youreyes as wellin reading, as in carding 
and dicing? God hath given you liberty to ufe 
thefe meanes,that fo you night receive grace,and 
therefore this cojectionisonely acaivill of Bellar- 
mine, God doth not punifha . an be cauie he can- 
not ect faith but becanfe he w:!I not ufethe me anes 
whereby he might get faith, wee may walre upon 
God inhisordinances, wee may atrend upon the 
meanes, thefe things you may doe and thofe 
things youhave powey to doe; you may doe na- 
cui ajland civill actions, and therefore you fhould 
imploy your felvesin hearing the Word, and rea- 
ding, and praying; you fhould ufe the meanes 
which God ordained for the working of grace in 
yours foules, when youcome under the miniftery 
of God; hereby you may be converted,and there- 
fore youmuft come, that fo grace may be wrought 

in your hearts, and that you may be converted. 
And therefore I will advife you of three things 
which are in the power of natural men to performe 
as directions to the ufe of the former meanes 
appointed by God for the working of grace ; Firft 
] would have every naturall man throughly con- 
vinced of the mifery hee is in, and informed of 
his owne infufficiencie, /er. 10.23. there faith the 
Text, 0 Lord! know that the way of man ws not in 
himfelfe, it % rot in man that walketh to direct 
his owne feeppes 3 and the Apoftle p#«! hee 
R takerh 
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taketh itto himfelfe, 7 know faith hee, that in my 
felfe there dwelleth no good thing, thisis a great 
matter that wee prefume of our {elves ; we thinke 
we can ftand of onr felves,though we never ufe the 
meanes to have our weakenefle ftrengthned, and 
thisis the reafonthat wee never feeke to God in 
the ufe of the meanes, take therefore the 
courfe of the Apoftle, and fay is me dwelleth no 
good thing, fuffer your felyes to be throughly in- 
formed and convinced of your owne miferie and 
weakeneffe, and confeffe this truth ; 1 ccnfeffe ! 
am a naturall and carnall man, and therefore in 
my fiefh there isno good at all. Secondly, wher: 
you have thus done,and when your hearts are per- 
{waded of your owne mifery,and you confefle 
there isne good inyou; when youcan fay, Lord 
what a ftout heart have], what a many gracious: 
promiles and godly councells have I had, and yet 
never would receive or give way to any of them, 
and therefore there is no good in mee; and then 
thirdly, when you have done this, then convince 
yotrowne hearts that thereis an All-fufficiencic 
inthe promife that the Spirit is able to doe good 
unto your foules, Ezeeh. 11.18. there faith the 
Text, will give them one beart,and put anew Spirit 
within them, Iwill take away their flony heartand 
give thema heart of fiefe, fothathowever it istruc, 
that we have no fufficiencie in our felves, yet the 
Lord Tefus hath enough ; the fpirit is able to doe 
shat forus which wee are not able to doe for ouit 
felves; and therefore in the third place, when 
ie thou 


much, 13,33, 
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thou art throughly informed of thefe two things, 
then come unto Gods ordinances , and looke up 
unto God, and waite upon him in the ufe of the 
meanes; itisa fine paflage of David, Lord [aith he, 
teach me the way of the Spirit, as if hec had fayd, 
Lord I have anaughtie fpirir, I have a naughtie 
heart, but Lordthouhaft a good Spirit, Icad me 
by that good Spirit of thine in the wayes of up- 
rightneffe ; Thus doe you, waite upon God in his 
ordinances, and fay, Lord thou haft promifed thar 
chou wilt put a new foule into thy people, and cre- 
2tea new heartinthem, and throw their finnes into 
the bottome of the fea, and that thou wilt caufe 
them to walke inthy wayes. Thouhaft promiled 
to give thy Spiricto them that feekeit, Lord make 
good this thy premife unto mee; take away this 
wretched ficfull heart of mine, andcreate a new 
heartin me, and dire@ me by thy Spirit to walke 
inthe waycs of thy Commandements. It istruc 
Lord, a Leaper cannot take away his (pots, a 
Blackamoore cannot change his hew; but Lord 
chou canft make a Blackamoore white, and chou 
canft cleanfe the Leaper; though | be a dead man 
thoucanft putlifeinto me, though [ can doe no- 
thing, yetthoucanft doc allthings, Iam a blacka- 
more, butthou canft make me of a white hew, I 
ama Leaper, but thoucanft take away my {pots ; 
1am naturall and carnall, 1 me there iso geod 
thing, but Lordthou canft make me entertaine fpi- 
ritual! things; good Lord granethat thy bletled 
Spirit may teach meso know the thinys belonging 
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tomy everlafting peace ; this doe, above all take 
heede that you doe not deferre the time ; Oh de. 
ferre not the wayting upon God in the uic of the 
meanes ; Why? becaufe you have no power in 
your felves to helpe your felves, it is notin your 
power to receive Chrift, and entertaine falvation, 
and therefore begia{pcedily toattend upon Gods 
ordinances, that at lengththe Lord may put a new 
{piritinto you, and worke upon you to your ever. 
lafting peace and comfort. I exhort you above 
all things not to deferre the timeand fay, wee will 
gather the flower while it is greene, while our 
youth continues we will follow our pleafures, and 
take up out {ports, and when wee come to be old, 
then we will turne over a new leafe, and on our 
death beds then w:e will repent; alas, alas, how 
wiltthonthinke to doc it in thine old age, when 
thoucouldft never doeitinthy youth and there- 
fore doe not thus delude thy owne foule;, thou 
thinkeft when thou lyeft onthy death bed, if thou 
docft but fend for a Minifter, then hce will bring 
falvationtothee prefently; butitell thie though 
allthe Mirifters under heaven fhould preach mer- 
cy unto thee, though all the Angels in heaven 
Should exhortandintreat thee to entertaine falva- 
tion, though thou fhouldeft have all glory and all 
happineffe layd downe as it were upon a table be- 
forethee, ifthe Lord fhould fay here is all glory 
andhappineffe, doe but beleeve and take it aad it 
fhall bethine, thou fhalt be made partaker of it for 
ever; yetconfider in thy natural Conon ee 
a 
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haft no power to receive happinefle and glory, 
thus offered; if God fhould open heaven gates, 
and bid thee goe into heaven, yet thou haft no 
power, if thou beeft a naturall man to receive 
mercy and falvation upon thofe tearmes which 
God hath offered them, thoucouldft not‘enter in. 
to heaven,though God fhould open the gate wide, 
and intreate thee to enter in, what a thing 1s this 
then, when neither Minifter can perfwade thee, 
nor Angelsexhort thee, nor Chrift himfelfe in- 
treat thee totake mercy, yet thou fhouldft thinke 
in thy old age or uponthy deathbed to have mercy 
and falvation at command; why deferre not there- 
fore this worke untill the laft,but make fpeede, be- 
ginne betime and hold on conftantly to the end, 
that atlaft God may take away your corruptions, 
and give you his fpirit,and raife you out ofthe grave 
of your finnes, doethis becaufe you fee it isneed- 
full to be donc, it is notin your powerto doe good 
unto your foules,or receive good, and therefore be- 
ginne betimes and wait upon God in the meanes, 
that fo you may have grace and falvation thereby, 
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By the Effectual Work of the Word, and Spirt of | 
Chrift, for the bringing home of loft Sinners | 
to God. The Ninth and Tenth Books. 


Befides many other feafonable, and Soul-fearching Truths, there is a!fo largely fhewed, 


1. The heart muft be bumble and coutrite \ (11. Sorrow far fin rightly fit on, pierceth 
before the Lord will dwell in it. the heart of the finner throughly 

2. Stubborn, and bloody Sinners may be | 12. Thy whofe hearts ave purced by the 
made broken-bearted. Word, are carried with love and vr: [pc & 

3. There mu be true fight of fin, before to the Minifters of it: And are bufse to 
the beart can be broken for it. | enqirey and ready to fubmit to the 

4- Application of fpecial fins by the Mins- mind of God. 

fry, 1 4 means to bring men to fight of, ! 13. Sinners in diflreR of con{cience, ave 


and forrow for them. ignorant what they fbuuld do. 
§. Meditation of fin, a fpectal means .to 14." A contrite finner (ees ancciffily of co- 
break the beart. ming ont of bis finfal condition. 
6. The fame word is profitable to fome, 15: There is a fecret hope wherewith the 
mot to others. Lord fupports the bearts of contrite 
gq. The Lora fomtimes makes the werd finnsrs. 
prevail moft, when its moft oppofed. 16. Thy who are truly pierced for their 
8. Sins snvepented of, makes way for fins, do prize and covet deliverance 
piercing Terrors. from their fias. 
9. The Truth terrible to a guilty confci- 17. Trve contittion ts accompanird with 
| | Canfi firs of fing whin God cul’s therce 
KuLO. | 
18. The Soul that pierced for fia, is 
LC carried with areflleB aiftike againft it. 


ence. 
10. Gro and fcandalous finners, God ufu- 

ally exercifeth with heavy breaking s of 

beart, before they be bronght to Chrift. J 


— a ae 


By thac Faithful, and known Servane of Chrift, Mr. THOMAS 
HOOKER, late Paftor of the Church ac Hartford in Wer 
England; fomtimes Preacher of the Word at Cheiusford in Effex, 
and Fellow of Emmanuel Colledy in Cambiidg. 
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T he eA pplication of Redemption, by 
the effefual work of the Word and 
Spirit of Chrift, for the bringing 
honte of loft Sinners to God. 


The Ninth Book. 


Tsatau, 57. 19. 


Thus faith He that # the High, and-the Lofty 
| One that inbabiteth Eternity, ‘whofe 
Name is Fioly ; I dwell in the High and 
the Holy place, with him alfo-that » of a 
contrite and bumble Spirit. 


oo6¢ $¢4He Work of Preparation having Two 

$4e499% Paris: i ss 

a T sept Fic e Lords manner of Difpen- 

$2, ase Seal ‘1s picaledico deal wich the 
GPS So feteing up che praife of his | 

% SPC2S Richa Glovieus Gace tard cheree 

\fore with a holy kind ot Violence he plucks che Sinner 

| C from 


51 


The Heart muft be broken and BOOK o. 


from his fins unto himfelf; and his Chrift. This hach 
been dilpatched already in che former Difcourte. 

The Second now follows: And that is the Frame 
and Difpofitioa which is wrought in che Hearts of fuch 
as the Lord hath purpofed to fave, and co whom he 
hath difpenfed himfelf in chat gracious Work of his. 


This Difpofition confifts Contrition, | 
efpeciatly in Ewo Things 9 Hbamiliation. 
That fo. I may follow che Pprafe of Scripture,. and re- 
| tam thie Lordtawn Wordsm the Texc, where the Lord 
faich, thas he dwels with bim chat is af an. bumble and 
contrite Heart. 
| Fo omit al manner of Coherence,and other Circum- 
ftances, we wil] pais all the orher Specials inthe Verle, 
and poine at chac Papsicujar which wilk fut our procee- 
ding, and may ‘afford ground co the following Dif- 
courfe, that we may go no further chan we fee che Pillar 
of F ire, the Lord in his Truch co go before us. We fhal 
faften chen upon.che laft words only,as chofe chat fic our 
Incendment. 

Tomake way for our felves in fhorc, there is one word 
abomwe bom ORES: thar forhe Point mey be better fitted 
for ous Applicatien. , we mutt owehint is ta deel, 
fsikeld God is faid co dwellin a contrite and bumble. 


RAafwes, To Dwell implics Three Things: > 

Firft, Thac the Lordewns {uch as thofe in whom ke 
hath an efpecia) imereft, and claims a {pecial propriety, 
as chough he left all che reft of man-kind co lie waft asa 
Gorsmon, thatthe Waskd, andthe Devil, and Sin may 
‘poffefs, and ufe ac their pleafure, reéerving the Honor 
ofhis Jufiice, which by a ftrong hand he wallexatt as a 
Tribute. dye co. hirafelf out of ail changs: in Heaven end 
Earth,and Hel] and aj} ;. bus gy whowrhetins fits, 
-he velerves for his own fReciad Improvement. As Prin- 
| cos and Pesfons of placeand qualxy, ties tae let 
; ome 
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as ; ee RED 
BOOK 9. bumbled, before the Lord oren it. 


{ome Forrefts and Commons tothe Inhabirants berder- , 
ing chereabouc, referying fome acknowledgment of | 
Fealry and Royalcy to themfelves, but che choyce and 
beft Pallaces or Granges of greaceft worch, and REOne 
they referve for their own peculiarco inhabit in. So 
here, che Lord leafeth out the World, and the wicked in | 
ic co the Devil and his Angels, and Inftruments, reler- | 
vinga Royalty and Prerogative to himielt, as chac he | 
will have his Homage and Acknowledgment of depen- 
danee upon himielf, but hisbroken-hearted ones are his 
own for hisown Improvement, Deut. 32.8, 9. When 
the moft High divided to the Nations their Inberitance 
and feparated the fons of Adam, be fet the bounds of his 
People according to the number of the Children of If- 
rael, for the Lords Portions his Teople Ifrael,the Lot 
of bis Inberitance: Ye aretbe Temple of the Living 
God; 2Cor. 6.16. Yea, to chem che Lord himfelt 
faies, Ye are my People, and they fhali fay, thou art my 
God, Zach. 13. laft. Therefore he proteffech, that 
though in che courfe of his Providence he goes on pro- 
grels over allthe world, yer he cakes up his dwelling 
] and abode amongit hiwown ~cople. For, 

Secondly, Where aman dwels, as ne owns the houfe, 
fo he rekes up his abode there, 1¢ 1s che place of his reli- | 
dence ; we fay any may know where to ieek men, or 
whereco find chem,at home,at cheirownhouie: That’s 
che difference between Inning and Dwelling ; we Inn at 
a place in our pafling by, when we cake repaft only, and 
bait, bucdeparc prefently, mtending not to ftay, bur 
where we awel, we fettle our abode, we take up our 
{tand there, and ftirno further. So che Bord is {aid 
enen codwelincheSoul, when he vouchiates che con- 


ftan: expreflion of his peculiar prefence and afliftance to 
the foul. True ic is chat che Lord tills Heaven and 
Earth with his pretence, yea, the Heaven of Heavens 1s | 
not able co contain-him, Fer. 22.24. His infinire Being 
isevery where, and one andthe {ame every where in re- 
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gard of himfelf becaufe his being is moft fimple,and not 
jub;ect co any fhadow of change, being all one with him- 

felt, Yet.he is faidsocake up kis abode in a {pecial | 

manner, when he agrh par forth the peculiar expreffion | 
ofhis Work ; asin Heaven he dwels, because fe puts | 
forth the conftant exprellion of his Glory, and that in | 
the full brighcnefs of ic without any alteration and | 
change, Here in chis Spuicual Temple, the. Souls of | 

hjs Saints, he puts forth rhe peculiar expreffion of the | 
conftang affiftance of his blefled Spirit. I. svill pray the 

Father, and be fhall fend you another Comforter, velo 

foall abide with you for ever, John 14.16. 1 Joh.2. 

23. Yebave received an anointing rovich alideth in 


you. 
3- | Dwelling, ifit beaceribuced to che chiefeft Inhabi- 
tant and Owner of the Houfe, it implies alio the ruli 
and ordering of the occafions thac.come under - hand | 
there,che exercifing of che Government of the houfe and 
family where che Owner is, and dwels. He that lodgeth 
ata Houleasa ftranger, comes to an Innasa Paflenger, 
he cakes what he finds, hath what he can receive ot kind- 
nefs and courcefi¢ ; buc che Owmer is rhe Commander 
of che Houle wirere he dwels, and the orderer of all che 
Affairs thae appercain shereunro.. Se doth che Lord 
wih abroken Heart... Uhus.we are-faideodive in the 
Spirit, andtowalkin the Spirit, Gal. 5.25. And it’s 
chat which follows by Iaference upon chis ground, Fob; 
15.4.5. If I abidein you, and you abide inzme, you foal 
bring ferth much fruits, and therefore its added alfo in 
this place, tbat the Lord dwels in che contrate and hum- 
ble hearc f Res the Spirit of checoatrite ones, they 
yeeld chemiélves tobe.acted by him, and chey fhall be 
acted and quickened by him to Eresnal Life.. 
So chat che full meaning is, Thecontrite and humble 
| heart is fuch co whom the Lord vouchfafes accepcance, 
ipeciai pretence and abode, and peculiar guidance; he 
-owns him, abides wich him, and rules in him for ever. | 


True, | 
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True, it isfaid Chrift dwels in our Hearts by Faith, 
| ‘Epb. 3.17. andasmany as beleeve in him, they receive 
| him, Fobn 1.12. That isdoneasby.the next and imme- 
diate hand, by which we lay hold on Chrift, and give | 

| entertainment to him ; but unlefs the heart be broken 
and humbled, we cannot receive Fatch, that we may re- 
ceive Chrift. And wbile the foul is thus brealjng and 
bumbling, Faith allo coming ina right fenle, right- 
ly underftood ; whereof we thal (peak fomwhat large- 
ly, if che Lord give us leave to come co that place. 

The Words thus opened, the Poinc is che very letter 
of che Text, wh'ch looks full upon. every Hearer or 
} Reader chat will look upon the Texc. 


"The Heart muft be brokenand humbled, be-| Po#- 
fore the Lord will own it as His, take up| 
his abode with it, and rule inst. | 


There muft be Contrition and Humiliation before 
che Lord comes to cake poffeffion ; the Houfe muft be 
aired and fitced before ic comes tobe inhabited, {wept 
by brokennefs and emptineis of Spiric, before she Lord 
will come to fet: up his abode in it. This was cypified 
inthe pallape of e Children of ifrael cowards the pro- 
mifed Land; they muft come into, end go t ha 
vaft and a roaring Wildernefs , where chey mult be} 
bruifed with many preflures,humbled under many over- 
bearing difficulcies, they were ro meet. withal before 
they could poileis chac good Land -which abounded 
with all profperiry, flowed with Milk and Migmey.:. The 
Truth of this Type, the Prophet “Hofea Stplains,-and 
expreffeth at large in the. Lords dealing with his People 
in regard of their ‘Spirirual-Condition, “Hof. 2.14, 15.| 
I will lead ber into the wildernef, and break her heart | 


wich many bruifing Miferies, and then I pill peak kind- 
ly to ber beare, ad will pive Ler the Vell ef achor 
for 
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| for a door of hope; the {tory you may ceca) out of Fof. 


7.28. when Achan had offended in the execrable thing 
and the hearts of the Ifiaelites were difcomficed aid al l 
led, like wacer {pilc upon the ground, becaufe chey had 
caufed:che Lordro depare away from them, the Text 
faies, they having found out the offender by lor, they 
ftoned him, and they faid chou haft croubled I{rael, we 
wiil trouble chee, and chey called ic the Valley of Achor, 
and afrer ehac God gad igen their hearts with hope, 
and encouraged them with fuccefs, both ta prevailing o- 
ver their Enemies, and in poffefling che Land. So it thail 
be Spiritually, che Valley of Confternation, perplexity 
ofSpiric, and brokermets ot heart, is the very gale and 
entrance of any found hope, and affured expectation of 
This I cake co-be the crue ening ‘and intend- 
ment of che place, and part of che d@fcription of agood 
Hearer, Licke 8.15. Who with an honeft and good 
heart receives the Word, and keeps tt, by {trong hand, 
and brings forth fruit wotth patience, che fruicis Obe- 
dience, Patience is part of Sanctification, and the holy 
difpofitton of heart, chat muft be in che heart, chat 
brings and bears {uch truic, chat which makes the heart 
a is Faich in Vocation, which enables che foul co lay 
Rol upon Chrift in che Word, and from him to receive 
chat lively vercue of Patience, and readinefs to every ho- 
ly word and work. And an boneft beart ss a contrite 
and bumble beart, forightly prepared chat Faith is in- 
fufed, and the foul thereby carried unto Chrift, and 
quickened wirh patience to perfevere in good Duties. 
As we fay of Grounds before wecait in Seed; there is 
two things cobe attended there, It muft be a fit ground, 
anda fat ground; the groundis fit when the weeds and | 
green {word are plgWed up, and the foy! chere, and 
made mould: And thisis done in Concrition and Hu- 
miliaticn ; chen ic muft bea fat ground, che toy! muft 
have heatt, we fay che ground is plowed well, and lies 
well, but it’s worn our, it’sout ofheart: Now ree 
ts 


56 


eT 


BOOK 9g. Lumbled, before the Lord over 1. 


fats the (oy), furnifheth che foul wich ability co faften 
upon-Chrift, and fo to receive the Seed of the Word, 
and the Graces of Sanctification, and thence ic produ- 
ceth ‘good fruit in Obedience : Upon this condition 
Gods favor is promifed, Pfal: 34.18. The Lord ws nigh 
to them that be of a contrite Spirit, and favetb them 
| that. bé of abroken beart. Way 61. 3. He gives the 
Garment. of pratfe to thofe that.bave had the fpirit of 
beavinefi; ix will furcnone, fit none, it’s prepared for 
nene buc fach, ic’s chee Lrvery.only.. Upon this con- 
digionit is obtained, (Mat. 18.3. Unlef ye be converted, 
and become as litske Children, ye-can in no wife enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven. 2 Chron. 23.12. It’s 
{aid of Mammaffeb,be loumbled bimfetf greatly and made 
{upplication, andthe Lord was intreated of him fuch 
perfons and fervaces: are gh accepted, Pfal. 51.17. 
A broken and contrite beart O God, thou wilt not de- 
fife; nay, he wil undoubtedly accept of it. 

The Reafons of rhe Point arectaken, partly inrepard 
ofthe heare, which without chefe will neicher be fitted 
nor enabled co act upon God in Chrift for any good ; 
partly in regard of God, all his Ordinances and Difpen- 
factions willbe unproficable, and unable co do that good 
which he intends, and we need. ° 

To the firft in regard of our Hearts; chofe Lets and 

| impediments which put a kind of mcapabiliry, yea,and | 
impoffibilicy upon che foul, whereby che coming of | 
Faith into che Heait, and foche entranceand refidence 
ofthe Sprric are hindred, are by this difpofition wrought, 
and removed. Thefe Impediments are two: 

Thefirft which ftops the way and work of Faith is, 
a fetled kind of contentednefs 1n Gi corrupe condition, 
and theblind, yet bold and prefuW¥:ruous confidence 
chat a natural man hath,and would maincain of his good | 
condition.’ Each nran fics down willingly, well apaid 
with his own eftace arid portion, fees no need of any 
change, and cherefore not willing tohear of ic. Each 

man 
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man ts fo full of felf-love chat he ia loth co pafs a fen- 
cence againft his own foul, to become a judg and {elf- 
coademner, and confequently an executioner ofall his 
hopes and comforts at once, and fo put his happinefs 
and help out of hisown hand. Befides, we-are Nacu- 
tally afraid ( out of the privy, yet. direful guile of our 
own Confciences ) co profels che wretchedne(s of our 
own miferable and damnable-Condicioa, as co put ic 
upon a peremptory conclufion, and chat-beyond quefti- 

on, Iam undone, I am adamned man, in the Gall of bic- 
terne(s, in che bonds. of iniquity, deft chey fhould ftir 

fuch herrors, which they are neither able co quiec, nor 

yecable cobear. And cherefore out of che prefumpti- 

on of their own hearts, they would eafily perf{wade and 
delude chemfelves, chey have.no caufe coalcer their con- 

dition, and therfore chey fhould not endeavorix. Hence 

the carna! heart is {aid co bear up him(elf againft all che 

affaulcs of che Word, Deut. 29.19. When all the Cur- 

fes of the Lavo were eathaneat hat eae 2 much evi- 

enee, yet the prefumpruous finner bleffetb bimfelf, pro- 

mifeth all oad co himfelf, and fecretly feeds ria 
with vain hopes chat he fhal accain 1t, therfore he wil not 

ftir ro feek for a beccereftate, nor yet receive ic if offer- 

ed, Fob,22.17. They fay unto the Almighty, depart 

fromus, we defire not the knovledg of bis waies : do 

Minifters preis them, do ochers per{wade them toa more 

ferious and narrow fearch, co get more grounded affu- 

rance of their eftace in Grace, they profefs they bid 

chem co their lofs, they chink they need noc be bercer, 

nor do they defie to be other. It 1s impoflible upon 

chefe ceems chacever che foul fhould be carried by Faith 
unto God. 

For tobe contented and quieted wh our condition, 
as that which beft pleafech, and yet co feek ouc for ano- 
ther, arechings contradictory. And yet this Faith doth, 
For he that isin Chrift, is a new Creacure, behold all 
things are become new, .2 Cor.5.17. he mutt have new 

| comforts, 
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comferts,new defires,néw hopes,chérfore che heare muft 
be broken to pieces under the weight of the evil of fingand 
the Gurfés due co the old condition,before this wil paré ; 
for that the word here ufed with great elepancy and 
nrepnancy implies, viz. by an opprefling weight co be 
pafhed to pouder and duft. Sothe Pfalmift ulech ir, 
fal. 90.3. Thouturneft man co pounder, coche duft 
of death :.when.amaus compofition 1s diffolved,and the 
body returned again into its firft principle ; {o che word 
here by way of relemblance, ampli¢s chac che foul fhould 
find his corruption his greateft oppreilion, fo thac che 
compofition beewrxt fir and his foul fhould be ditfolved 
and caken down,and the nacure of man recurh co his firft 
principles, and primitive difpofition, chac he {ees an ab- 
tolute neceffity tochange, and chen he will feek and be 
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willing co receive achange: The whol need no Phyfiti- 
an, and theretore willnot feek; byes rhe fick that need, 
will be content coreceive; The iflue is, If che foul be 
concented wich ics finful condicion, and would not have 
a change, chen it cannot be under the power of Faith,-or 
receive that which will bring a change; bur before the 
foul be broken undec che preffure ot fin, ic would nor 
have a change, therefore 1o long 1¢cannor be under che 
power of Faith. 

Be it etanted that the foul finds finasa plague, and 
therefo:e would be preferved from the evita" ic+-the fe- 
cond impediment which wholly keeps our Faith is chis, 
When the finner expects fupply and tuccor from its own 
fufficiency, either outward excellencies, ailitu-s of Na- 
ture, or common Graces, or the beauryges fo. i.¢ perfor- 
mances which iffue from any of hele thi: 1s Natu- 
ral coall menever fince Innocency, Tar fince che ftaff 
was put into his own hand, and chen needed not, nay 
fhould not deny their own ftreng.h, :h-refoze co this 
day chis practice of old Adam reniatix: ttt inallhis po 
ftericy, chey will {ctamble for the Gwn Co.nforts and 
ery che ucmnoft of their own ftrength, co help chemfelves’ 

D rather 
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rather than be beholding co another co help chen: 
Hence in cafes of Confcience and trouble, men are {io 
ready co refolve, fo apt and freeto promife and profels 
amendment, whar they willdo, and otheis thall fee ir 
as wellas they refolveit, and fo alas ic comes to nothirig 
in conclufion, either chey fall back unco their bale cour- | 
{es, when horror and fear tsover, orelie wafting away 
into a wearih formality, and fo perith in their Hypo 
crffie. This isan apparencbar to faich, which is the 
going out of the foul tofecchall life and power from a- 
nother. Now wholly cobe in our felves, and co ftay 
upon our own ability, and yet togo out of himfelf co 
Chrift, and receive all from his fufficiency, are things | 
which cannot ftand together, I came not to call the rign- 
teous, Mat. 9. 13. Whilethey fought to eftablifh their 
oven righteoufnefi, they did noc fubmic co che Righteouf- 
nefs of God. 

Hence therefore thefecond work of Humiliation 1s 
required, whereby God plucks away all his props, and 
enptieth him wholly of what he hath or feemeth co 
have. Fer pride (unto which Humuliation is oppofite) 
isbuc the ranknels of praife, and pravle is a frute of a 
caufe by counfel, chat hath power to do or norco dothis 
or that, ashe fees fic: Humiliation is che ucter nothing- 
nefs of che foul, that we have nc power, ic’snotinour 
choyce co difpofe of our felves, nor yet co diipofe of 
that which another gives, nor yet fafeco repine at his 
difpofe: Ina word, asin a Scion before it be ingrafted 
into another ftock, ic muft be cut off from the old, and 
pared,andthenimplanced. In Contricion we are cut 
off; 10 Humiliation pared, and fo ficco be insplanced 
into Chrift by Faith. 

Inregard of God, without this difpofition his Word 
will noc. nay cannot cake any place in us, or prevail with 
us for our good: Countels, and Commands, and Com- 
forts, or wharever Difpenfations, they fal as water upon | 


| 
| 
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Reas. 


4. 


eS eR a NS 


a Rock,when adminiftied toa hard heart,they encer not, 
Rieval 


ee 


60 


TOA RR iy nl ol te td) 
BOOK 9g. bumbled, before the Lord own i?. 


iprevailnot, proficnocac all, As Chriftcold the Jews, 

| John, 8.37.'‘My Word takes no placein you, and Zach. 
7. 11,12. They hardened thetr bearts as an Ada- 
mant, Wc. 

A word ofterror to dafh the hopes, and fink che hearts 
ofall haughty and hard hearted finners, God owns nor 
fuch, will never vouchfafe his gracious pretence wich 

i them, or his Blefling upon chem fer good; be where 
they will, dwell where chey will, che Lord is not with 
chem, nor will dsvel in chem, by his comforting, quicken- 
ing, faving pretence: Hearand fear chen all you ftouc- 
hearced, ftubbora, and rebellious Creacures, whofe con- 
fciences can evidence chat the day is yet co dawn, the 
hour yet cocome, that ever you found your finsa pref- 

i fureco you, they have been your paft-time and delighe 

| in which you have pleated your felves, fo far from being 
croubled for you evils that ic is your only trouble you 
| may not comaite chem wich concent, and without con- 
croul, you are croubled wich Admonitions, and Coun- 
{els, and Commands, and Threatnings chat crofs you in 
your fins. You were never oroken-hearted here for 
your abominations, know afluredly char you wil burn 
for chemoneday; your proud hearts were never aba- 
fed, and laid in che dui, the Lord will ruinate buth you 
landchem. Never expect a good look from God, fer 
your heare at reft for thar, you may draw che Eyes of 
othersafrer you, make many of your deluded tollowers 
and Favorites to lock upon you, bue the Lord will not 
come neer, nor once caft a loving look tcewaids yeu, 
Pial. 138.6. Poough she Lord be high, be bath refbett 
tothe lemly, but be kuows the proud afar off. Nay, 
the preac(sod of Heavenand Earth ?s up in Arms againft 

; chee, he 1s upom the March to work chy deftruction, 

| James, 4.6. 2Bbe Lord refijzs the proud, but be gives 

i Grace tothe bumble; a\\ Grace is in his gtfc, and he 
doles it only co the bruifed and abated; bucthere is no 
thought nor expectation chat chou shale receive anv 
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Grace, nay, thac Grace that thy rebellious and proud | 


hearc hath oppoled and refifted, will work thy own 


‘guine. Thou art the mark ef Gods direful indignation | 


and vengeance, he planes all his Forces apainft thee; lt | 


all the Wifdom in Heaven can contrive thy canfufion, 


all che Power in Heaven work ic, all che Juftice gl 
derermine it, it fhallbedone. God is mgh co chem that | 
are of aconcrite heare, he faveth {uch as be of a broken | 
{puit, Pjal. 34 18. crue, and markic, Of fuck, but | 
luch chou art nor, tuch thou derideft, fcorneft, whofe | 
hearts fail chet under che weight of che abominations, | 
chou locKeft actheuas mopih, filly, defpicable men, 
well, fuch you :ha:i ‘ee faved for ever, when fuch unta- 
med, prefumptucus, proud wretches as thou art fhall be | 
curned anto Hell. 

But we do fee cur fins, and have had many girds anci | 
galls of Conicience tor them. | 
| 
I 
{ 


True, Ic may be chete bath been fome blows upon 
thine heart, Conf-ience it hach {miccen thee, che ham- 
nact of che Werd, 1¢ hach laid fome ftroaks, buc it hath 
not broker thy heare co this day ; and chat is chusdil- 
eecned (togo 30 furches now than the very expreflion | 
of che Text.) | 

If thy foul be beaten tapouder with this oppeeflion 
of thy diftempers ( foriothis brokennefs of heart was 
opened before) then asic 1s with the hardef fiints, when 
they are broken co duft, chey ace eafily yielding, and 
give way totake che impreffion of the hand, or whate- 
vex 13 latd upon chem : ftone which ouc of its hard- 
neis before, oppofed and ftarced afide from the ftrongefR 
frroak chat was laid, now its curned incoduft che leaft 
and eafieft touch leavesa print and unpreffion upon it ; 
fo ic is expounded, asappears in this oppofkition,2, Chron. 
30.8. Be not ca eop but xeld your felues. Ob- 
ferve then, isic fo? whem the power of che Word comes, | 
che Scuiptures are pregnans, ments undeniable, | 
Countels fweet, Reproofs tharp and feafenable, eld 
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of the crutch, which thoucanft sot gain-tay. The heart | 
may be battered, but ic was never broken, it may be c- 
verpowred and awed, but ic was never humbled co chis | 
day. Itschat of Prov. 3.32. The froward 1n heart is 
anabomination tothe Lord, but the upright, he that 
hes level, and bowscothe Truth, are hisdelighe. A fro- | 
ward man, tharis, hethat cuins off from che Aurhority { 
of the Truth: Is this thy temper ? chy heart was never 
broken to duft rothts day, buc frampful and troward, 
know thou are an abomination to the Lord. If thou 
fhouldit go to Heaven co dwel there, truly God would 
go out of Heaven, he would not dwell with chee. 
Pbaraob is the patcern ofall proud Heares, he har- 
dened himfelf in bis wickednefs againft the Word of the 
Lord. Butabroken and humble heart, either lics right, 
or willcome right, it will comero thar bent of the Rule 
chat isrevealed: Hard things makes chat which ismoft 
foft co.affinilare tochem; eefie and yrelding things affi- 
milate. co whatever they elofe: fo Wacer in a round 
Veffel rakes chat form, in a three fquare Veffel, rakes 
that. So-here. 
_ Inftruction, To teach us to delight im fueh, to defire 
the Society of fuch asare contrite and humble men, co 
dwel there where God dwels; fees: cher perfons never 
fo mean, their condinons never fo bafe, cheir eftates ne-- 
vet fo low, therafelves never fo defpicable, yee tf they 
be men of broken Spints, God is with chem. Ge mto 
their Sucieties asmen chat refolveto go to the Court ; 
for where the Kingis, che Court is; and where God ss; 
Heavenis: the Lord bath cwo Thronegg che one of 
Glory tn Heaven, where he is allinalleo his; another 
here on Earth, an humble heart, wherehe doth all only | 
of himfelf, andforhimfelf. Therefore as they in Za- 
chary, 8. laft, Ten men fball lay bold on the slart of 2} 
Fevo, and they fhallfay, we will go with you, for we. 
bave beard God ss with yor. Much more’hece, for the 
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| Lord is not only wich humble hearts, bur he dwels in 
| them, we fhould therfore encercain fuch Servants into 
our Families, {uch Inhabicanes inco Plantations, and 
fuch Members into Coneregations, for {5 you entertain | 
God himfelf; Refolve as Bath to Naomi, Entreat me 
net to forfake thee, for where thou hiveft, 1 will live, thy 
people {hall be my people, thy God my God, where then 
| dieft 1 will die, and there vill be buried, and nothing 
| bet deutis fhall part thee and me. Nay, goturther, ye 
| bleifed Spirits ( fay ) death fhail noe parc us, I will te 
broken-hearted with you, and humble with you, and 
God fhall dwel in us, and we fhal dwel wich him in Hea- 
ven forever. Ohnowye are right, keep here, and be 
happy here tor ever, 

Ufe, 3. x!-orration, To perfwade us all, and co prevail with 
us cotake che right way co enjoy Gods pretence, not 
only tofeek for mercy, buc feek ic in Gods Order, noe 
only co covet Gods pretence, but in Godsmianner ; le- 
bor tobe humble and broken-hearted Chriftians: chen 

‘expect we may that che Lord will manifeft che prefence 
| of is Grace andSpwit with us, and in us, buc not elfe: 
| Every man catchech at Chrift, and Mercy, and Com- 


Se 


forc, but not in aright Method, and theretore they lofe | 
him, and their labor allo. This isGods order: Firft 
be humble and broken, and then he will revive your Spi= 
rits with his prefence, 2. Cor.6.19. Come out from a- 
mong tbem, and touch no unclean thing ; then 1 will re- 
ceive you, and bea Fatber to you. Ina word, ftrive 

| co enter in ac che ftraight Gate of Contiitfon and Humi- 

 liacion, and then you will hit che righc way co Chrift 
and ecernal Life. 


The 
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INTO CHRIST. 


| 
| | 
= Mal.3.1. 
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And the Lord whom yt feeke thall fuddenly come in- 
to his Temple. 


¥E He laftday, as you remember , 
CX finifhed the doctrine of humilia- 


Rie f2 


ANG 


is prepared, and the foule is empti- 


{ 
| 
| | 
| 
tion of foule, whereby the heart | 
ed of it felfe , and of all carna‘! | | 


i} 


SOLIIUMAY confidence in any outward exccl- | 
Nene el foi is contented to be at the difpofe of che | 
Lord 
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Lord Jefus Chrift. B.c before I come to that 
which is to follow, give me leave to preface for my 
{elfe, that the order of the worke may be more 
berter and cleerly conceived, and that the weak may 
. be holpen in the ir condition , and have th-irhearts 
enlarged co fecke unto God. Now in the way of 
preface Ieeme fhew how farre we ‘have gone: fe- 
| condly, lec me fhew youhow I meane to goe onin 

this worke, if God give leave and liberty. For che 

firft: Icold youchat the maine which we aimed at 

isto tuke notice how the foule may come to have 

an intereft and aticle co Chrift, and how tocometo 

be poffeffed of him, and of all chat great redempti- 

onwhichhe hath wrought. Now the application 

of this difcovers it felfe in rwo things: firft, chere 
| muft bea preparation: fecondly , there muft bean 
| ingrafting of the foule into Chrift,before the heare 
| cancome tobe partaker of that fap,of thac faving 
| grace which is in Chrift, and which will flow from 
| him toall chae have incereft inhim through faith. 
| There muft be a preparation before the finner can 
come to receive Chrift. Foras before converfion 
he wanted grace,fo heis notcapable in the next paf- 
' five power to receive grace. For as the Apoftle 
faith, thecarnall man is notfubjectro the law of 
God, nor indeed can be, forthe natural man per- 
_cerves not the things of the Spirst of God, nay, he 

cannot receive them, becaufethey are foolifbnelfe to 
| bim. So that there muft be a preparation of the foul, 
_ before Chrift will comeand take poffeffion of ir; 
| and an emptying of thefoule, before Chrift ye 
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fillic. Now this preparation made it felfe knowne, 
as you remember, intwo particulars: firft, onthe 
difpcnfation of the worke on Gods part, that is,the 
Lord drawes the fioner from himfelfe and his cor- 

ruption, and breakes that curfcd league and combi- 

nationthat is berweene fin and the foule; he rends 

the heart from it: for as our Saviour Chrift faith, 
Noman can come tothe Son, except the Father draw 

him, John 6.44. Secondly , asthe difpenfation on 

Gods part: fothere is fomething for the difpofi- 

tion which God workes upon the hearts of all chat | 
he will prepare for Chrift: and that is knowne in 

two workes,contritionand humiliacion, which we 

have already handled. 

Thefe were not things of mecre complement, 
but of neceffity required,as we have difputed: and 
itis requifire chat the foule have both the workes of) 
contrition and of humiliation. For there are two 
maine hinderances which keepe the foule off from | 
Chrift : as firft, {ecurity in his owne eftate, where- 
by the heartis blinded and deluded, and fets up his 
{tand, and is at reft and quiet in his condition,and he 
feeth noneed of any better: and from hence natu- 
rall men thinke it needleffe for Minifters to difquiet 
them ; and they fay , What would you have done 
by us? And they thinke it a matter of curiofitie 
eitherto have their hearts changed, or their lives 
reformed. Now therefore the Lord fends in this 
worke of contrition,and pierceth the heart thorow, 
and lets in the horrour of his vengeance, and makcs. 
the foule fee that if he will have his fin,he muft iN 

is 
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n 
| 


| his damnation too: and by this time the a 
| 
| 


comes to fee ased of a change: andae feerhithe 


‘tcontinue thus hz isan undonermaa, and fist be 


daained forever. Thus the Lord plickes away the 
foule from thar fecuntie wherein nituratly ic 1s tec 
tled. The fecond ching which keeps him off trom | 
Chrift,is carnall conhd:nce: for when the inner, 
fseth his mifery by reafor of his fin cthac lodgeth , 
inhis heart, and chat hath becn committed by him, | 
then he begins to fceke fuccour, and to fcramble! 
for bis owne comfort. Weil, he fcerh char fin is} 
dangcrous, and he willmend now, and reforme all! 
that Godcondemnes himin, and hethinkes our of: 
his awne power to fave his owne foule, and to give | 
God content, andro make amends fur all chat he! 
lhath done amiffe. Tiis is his carnill confidence 
which he hath in his owne felfe-fufficiencie; and 
here many thoufands of foules perifh,refting mecr- 
ly in the husk and thell of their prayers and hearing, 
which inthemfelves are good and commendable, 
bur they are no Mediatours or Saviours to us. 
Therefore that the Lord may pluck the foule from 
' his carnall confidence, he fends out another great 
worke of humiliation, and makes the foule fee the 
weaknefle and emprin fle of its duties , and thar 
ithere is enough in its beft fervices to condeimre 
him,and for which the Lords wrath may confound 
him for ever. And now the foule feeth chat nor- 
withftanding all his prayers and hearings, yet his 
finremaines, yea remaines unpardoned , hiscor- 


‘uptions are not fubdued , his confci nce nor 
q licted 
! Sennen erie Beaks 
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quieted:and therefore defpairmg ofall help in him- 

telfe,or inthe creature, he falls downe at the foot 
of the Lord, and is content to be at Gods difpofe: ; 
and when the foule is thus fitted, then it is prepared | 
to goc out of it felfe, andto lay hold upon the Lord | 
Jelus Chrift, and upon the founraine of all that | 
good that workes allgoodinhim. This humiliati- 
-onworkes , and this isthe fitting of the foute for | 
Chrift. Thus farrc we bave gone: all this while 
the poore finncr is like the children of Ifrael tra- | 
velling inthe wilderneffe , partly in the valley of 

teares, and partly inthe vaft wilderneffe; they did 

Not immediately come into the Land of Canaan, but 

were wandring under the hands of Afofes, which 

was atype of the Law, and Fo/uah a type of Jefas 
Chrift, and £g yp: the refemblance of amans mife- | 
-ry under fin and Sachan ; and their wandring in the | 
wilderneffe was like the humbling and breaking of 

the foule, thatthe Lord may doe it good. Now 
we are juft upon the coalts of Canaan, and hard by , 
all chofe fpiricuall good things that Chrift hach | 
parchafed for us: and when tie foule is thus ficced | 
and prepared, there is nothing to be donc but to goe 
into the good land, and take poffeffion: I meane 
when the heartis.chus rent from himfelfe and his 
corruption, thea he muft lay hold upon Chrift,and 
enter into the good Land: but before we goe we : 
muft have the command of our fpirituall Jofush | 

to fet usin poffeffion of it. Thus you fee the foule 

is like agraft cut off from the old ftock by contriti- 

on, and alfo pared and fitted by humiliation, in 
regard | 


‘ 
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regard of any (elfe-fufficiencie. 
| / 1 Now thenext partthae we are to handle, is the 
ingraffing of the foule into Chrift: andI will doe 
two things in the handling of this great worke of 
ingraffing. Firft, I will difcover the generall nature 
of this worke, leaving all the difficulties and parti- 
culars of it tillafterward , if God give liberty : {e- 
condly, I will fhew youhow the foule is ingraffed 
into Chrift, | 
1. What this ingrafling is. Firft, this being in 
Chrift,may be thus defcribedto you: Ic is a worke 
of the Spirit of God, whereby the humbled finer | 
ftands poffefled of Chrift. In this defcription you 
may take notice of three things, which are the {pe- 
ciall guides to you for the underftanding of thar 
which we will treat of. 
| Firft,ehat the humbled finner ftands poffeffed of 
| Chrift: for he that is not humbled and broken hear- 
ted, hath nothing to doe with Chrift , nor comfort 
comming from him. I ufe this phrafe, He ftands 
pofleffed of Chrift, rather than that, He poffeffeth 
| Chrift ; becaufe the worke lies on Chrifts part. 
' [he Spirit of the Lord Jefus takes poffeffion of an 
humbled finner , and makes him part of his care ; 
and he comes by that meanes to be interefled into 
the care of Chrift: Chrift poffeffeth him, and by 
this meanes he comes to be poffeffed of Chrift: fo 
| thacall chat he hath is meercly the worke of the 
Spirit of God upon him : as the Apoftle faith, 
Gal.4.9.But now that youbave known God,or rather 
areknowne of God. It is not what we conceive, | 
what 
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pha welknow,bur whatbe knowes and conceiyes 


man apprebend thas for which alfo I am apprebended 
wry sak Atty doth not fay that he is able co appre- 


witha title child chat is not able to goe of it {elfe, 


is able to goe. The child holds the father, not be- 
caufe it hath any power of ic felfe, bar becaufe the 
father holds him: fewe hold che Lord Jefus Chrift, 
becaufe we are holden of him: for the humbled 
foule ftands poffeffed of Chrift, beeaufe Chrift 
makes him his care,and his charge, andtakes poffef-. 
fion of him, and therefore he comesto have an in- 
cereft in Chrift. | 

Secondly, as he ftands poffeffed of Chrift,fo he | 
is made parctaker of all the fpiricuall good things | 
chat are in Chrift :. ftilltheaction lies chiefly n| 
Chrift,.and' we fo move,as we are firft moved by 
him ; and we fo worke, as we are wrought upon by 
him: He is made partaker of allthe good in Chrift, 
not becaufe he can challenge it, but becaufe the 
Lord will convey and communicate it to him. 
Thefe twothings you fhall obferve to be generall 


plication of Chrift :as in vocation, the Lord by his 
Spirit doth draw the foule after him; there is the 
poffeffion of Chrift,& then the foul follows Chrift, 
aad comes to him : and in juftificacion, Chrift un- 
| dertakes for the finner, and layes downe the pay- 

ment of the debt forhim , andthen prec ee 

inner 
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| 
andin Phel.3.14. Saint Paul ftrove hard, 2f shat J 


hend God,bur chat God comprehtends him : Asie is | 
the father takes thechild in his , and then ic} 


operations,and to goe through all the works of ap- | 
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which we will cake onely fo much as will ferve our 


denly come snte bis Temple. 
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fianer fromthe debt: thus the foule is neerer ftills 
and in adoption, God the Father takech him in the 
roome and right of a fon,and chenhe ftands further 


| poffeffed of grace ; and withall, the Lord eftates 


him in all che priviledges of grace, in meckaefle and 
holineffc, and he fers his feale to him, and gives him 
his marke: and withall, heis freefrom the power 
and dominion of his corruptions. So that thefe 
two are generall things, and have a kind of convey- 
ance of themfelves over all the whole worke of ap- 
plication of Chrift. 

Thirdly, che laft ching inthe defcription is this, 
Allthis is done by the worke of Gods Spirie. For 
the graft cannot be planted till ic be cut off and pa- 
red. Ic muft have the fame hand that cur it off and 
pared it by contrition and humiliatiors. forthe fame | . 
hand of the fame Spirit muft ingraft the foule-into 
Chrift. Now for the following difcourfe we have 
chofenthefe words of the Propher Afalachy, from 


turne for that we have to fpeakee 

Thefe words are nothing elfe bue a Prophecie 
of the minifterie of Jobs Baptift, andin them two 
things principally confiderable : 

Firft, che worke of the miniftery of John Bap- 
tit, Afal.3.1. Beboldy I fend my meffenger to pre- 


pare my way before me. | 
Secondly - The confequent good that flowes. 
from this, Awd the Lord whowe you feeke [ball fad- 


fis Beat ir bave Lines is aneier FTE ae 
| t 
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their way before them, and to makepreparation for 
them before they come to any place; foitis wich 
the Lord of life, he is the great Commander of the 
world, it ishe thattakes poffeffion of the hearts of 
all that belong to life and happineffe: butbefore he 
comes to takes poffeffion, he fends Jobn Baptift to 
preparetheheart, andwhen icis fitted, chen he 
comes fuddenly into bis Temple. 7 

Secondly, what it is to come snz0 bis Temple, and 
how Chrift comes into it. 

This word Temple, befides the naturall and lite- 
rall fenfe of ic, wherein it aimes at. the material] 
Temple of Jerufalem, which we will not meddle 
with:, istaken {piricually , and fo itis to be concei- 
ved here, and chen it implies the Church of Chrift 
inthe number of the faithfull. You fhall fee che 
phrafe of Scripture to intimate fo much, Pet.4.17. 
If judgement begin at the beufe of God, what {ballthe | 


| that obey not the truth of God: fo that they that 
obey the truth, that are willing to be at the difpofe 
of God, and reforme their lives after his will and 
word ; they are che honfe and remple of Chrift. As 

| in generall, all the people of God, thus obeying the 
word of God ; foin particular,every Chriftian man 
and woman is the Temple of Chrift: asthe Apo- 
{tle faich , You are the Temples of she leving Gods | x Cor.6.16. 
As it wasin che materall Temple in Jerufalem, the 
(glory of the Lord filledit, and the Lord {aid he | 
would dwell in it for ever: fo the heart rrucly pre- 

i : 
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impediments that ftood betweene Chrift and the 


Sontes inpraf fing into C brsft. | 
eS SS ee Te IPE IL EE ES EER ILE 
red is che Temple of the Lord,and che Lord Chritt | 
takes pofleffion, aod rules init, and fills ie with all 
igrace. This is che meaning of the firft word. Ie is 
| plaine by force of argumenct: The word Temple is 
to becaken in the fame fenfe in which che way toj 
che Templeis taken: but the way to the Temple is 
the fitting of the foule and the heart for Cheift; 
for foall che Evangehifts expreffe it: Joba faith; Re- 
pent yeexfor the hong dome of beaven ts at band, Afar. 


13.2. Alfo Jfatab faith, Preparé ye theieay of thé 


Lord, make bis paths. fraight. So chat the prepa- 
tation'of the way to the Lord, is nothing -elfe bite 


_| for people co repent of their fins. Repenting aad 


preparing are both one. But more efpeeially thac 
placeof Saint Luke,cb.t.ver.15,2 where fpeakitip 
of Jobs Baptiftshe faith, He fball be full of che boly 
Ghoft : nay, He (ball come ie che fpivet snd power af | . 
Elias, toturne she bearss of she farbers ¥0 the ebil- 
dren, and the difobedsent to she whfedone of the ju, 
to makevceady a people prepared for the Lord. The 
way isin the heart of a man, and this preparation is 
the turning of cheir hearts ro the way of the juft 
‘men. And thatother place ia Lake 3.4.6. caf ad- 
nit of no other fenfe , Every valley [hall be filled, 
and every mountaine and hill {ball be brought lew > 
Andall flcfh {ball (ee the falvacson of Ged. Thefe 
words caanot be literally unde: for there was 
no niounraines to be removed, nor no vallies co be 
filled up, for Chrift was fb temporall. King : but 
the meaning is,a removeallofall thofe mountains 8| 


foule. 
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foule. Thus you fee the Temple prepared is no- 
ching but the heart truely brokenand humbled. 
Secondly, letus fee what it is to come into this | 
Temple. Asthe way andthe Temple was , fothe 
comming into this Temple is to be fpiricuaily un- 
derftood , andthat is when the Lord Jefus Cnrift 
comes to take poffeffion of him: but confider this, 
he comes like a King,& therefore he hath Jobs Bap- 
tift comake way forhim. Thecomming of a King 
difcovers it felfe in two things: firft,the King taketh 
the Soveraigne command of the place where he is, 
and if chere be any guefts there they muft be gone, 
and refigne up all the houfe tohim: fothe Lord Je- 
fus comes to take foveraigne poffeffion of the foule. 
Secondly , the King brings all his provifion with 
him: ‘fo the Lord Chrift brings all provifion for 
‘che foule with him. 
For the other part, namely, that the Spirit 
' doth all wee will leave ir till afterwards : fo then the 
| meaning is this, When John Baptift by the power of 
the word hath wrought uponthe foule, and made 
lit humble,and low , and willing to be atthe Lords 
| difpofe: when the broken heart feeks for a Saviour, 
| then the Lord comes fuddenly,and like a King. You 
' humble foules confider this, be will take poffeffion 
‘of chofe humble broken hearts of yours, and he will | 
‘bring his owne provifion with him she caresfor no- 
thing buta veffell emptied , and a heart thus ficted 
>, and prepared: ‘he will bring provifion enough of 
| comfort, of vocation,of adoption, of fanctification, | 
land the like. Inthis part of the verfe thus opened | 
{ Saipiae 
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we have two dodtrines: firft, chat the Lord fefus , 
Chrift will not delay to come into the heart that is 
trucly humbledand broken. Who is the Lord? 
|Coutt, What is the Temple? The heart truely ; 

humbled.And when comes he? Suddenly :this is rhe 
ground of the doctrine. The fecond is,the Lord Je- 
{us takes poffe Mon of the foul humbled,& provides 
for icas his own:he comes likeaKing,asI {aid before. 
This is the ground of the fecond point, which difco- 
vers the nature of the implantation: the firft difco-| 
versthe appurtenances of it. For the firft. 

The Lord Jefus will not delay to come into the 
heart truely humbled : as I may fay, helaics all o- 
ther workes afide , as if he did looke for none but 
this, how he may come home to the heart truely 
humbled. The Lord will not come at a proud 
worldly minded man: No, the Lordleaves ali ; 
yea, heaven and allthe worid, and onely looks 
after, andloves to live wich the humble broken 
heart. 

For proofe of the point. This is the reafon why 
the Scripture doth not content it {clfe to thew the| 
marvellous delight that God hath in fuch a {pivit.See 
iow plenteous the Scr:pture isco thew how ready} 
che Lord is tocall in atthe heart of the humbled foul,} 
aado rifejand lie,and reft,ro eat,and drink and fleep 
withthe humble heart: nay when he iscome he will} 
Not away again,as we may fee inrhat example of the} 
loft fon, Luke 15.20.H2 faid,/ wall avife and goss m4 
father,and fay, Father,! have finned ag ainft heater 
before thee,@7 am not worthy to be called tis [onymake 
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me as one of thy hired fervants. As foone as evir 
he refolved of the worke, marke how th< father 
behaves himfelfe cowards him, though ke were 
bafe and beggarly in his condition, He might have 
faid , Letthy Harlots and thy Queanes help thec: 
Buc he faw him afarre off, and ran to mect him, and 
fell upon his neck and kiffed him. Though he were 
a wretched creature,yetnow becaufe the father faw 
him humble, be remembers not that he had beene 
with Harlots,all was forgotten; the father faw him | 
afarre off before the child could fpie him ;he pitied 
him before he could confeffe his fia; he was more 
ready to meet him than he was to come, & he kiffed | 
him before he could receive any acknowledgement : 
fromhim. This is the marvellous enlargement of |! 
the Lordtoreceive anhumble broken heart. And | 
when he had kiffedhim, the loft child faid, Fa-' 
ther, I bave finned againft heaven, and before thee, 
and am no mere worthy to becalledthy fon, But the 
father fasd to his fervants, Bring forth the beft robe, 
and put it on bim, and put aring sponbis hand, and: 
fo forth: asif he had id, Itisno matter what thou 


Lak.1¢.tt-223 


haft beene,now thou art come home,and haft hum- 
bled thy felfc,I am gladof ic: Thus he paffeth by 
all che former mifdemenours. And fo it is in the 
fame Chaprer,v¢r.4,5, 6+ Jf 4 manbave an hundred 
Peep, and lofe one, will he mos leave the ninetse nine, 
and feck that which was loft ¢ And when bebath fourd 
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: The meaning is this: The loft theep is the loft fio- 


Ner tae is waadred from the Lord Jefus Chrift. 

The foule,thae after allthe mercies and favours that 

God hath thewed toallure him,he goes away from 

God, and then one dropsinaditch , and another is 

loft inthe wilderneffe or Forreft: yet he leaves all to 

feek the loft fheep,and leaveth not feeking til he fin- 

deth it, and if he hath found it he rejoyceth.For the 
Lord willleave allto feck a poor loft finner: and the 
more need thou haft , and the more loft thou art is 
thy felfe, the more labour willthe Lord take to find 
thee out:& though thou canft not go,the Lord will 
carry thee uponhis fhoulders ; and when thou art 
come home he rejoyceth exceedingly. This fhewes 
the marvellous bounty of the Lord to poor finners: 
itis the {cope of the Parable concerning the Pearle, 
Masth.13.45,46.The kingdome of beavenis like un- 
toa wife Merchant egehe having found one Pearle 
of great price, went and fold all that he bad co buy st. 
The Pearle is nothing elfe but that rich mercy o 
God inhis fon Chrift , and Chrift inthe promife is 
the Pearle,and the Merchant-man ts every Chrifti- 
an man that wants mercy and comfort to relieve 
him:for he faith, What is all the world co me if my 
foule wants mercy ¢ Well, he knowes where the 
Pearle is. What's the price of it? Sellall. Selling 
of allis nothing but this, when aman is content to 
part with fin andall carnall confidence in himfelfe 

and he feeth himfelfe miferable becaufe of fin , 


mt utterly unable to fuccour himfelfe, and is content to 


part with wit,or parts, or gifts, andall that he hath 


_ for 


80 


The Soules ingraffing into (rift. 


for the Lord Jefus Chrift ; chen fuddenly he hath 
the Pearle. It it be fo, faith the Lord, that nothing 
will quiet thee but the Lord Chrift, and mercy 
from him,then take mercy. If chapmen bid round. 
ly, you fhall not need to ftand higling for it. Would 
you have Chrift to comfort you, and pardon you ¢ 
then lay away all your lufts and corruptions , and 
the world, and all the haunts of your hearts, and all 
the diftempers that are in them. Do this, & the Lord 
will giveyouthe Pearle, hewill give you Chrift, 
& mercy from him. The reafons why the Lord will 
not delay to cometo the humbled foule are three : 
Resfont. The Lord Jefus Chrift was fent for this 
very end by Godche Father,2$ A@at.15.240/ ans not 
fent bus unto the loft fheepe of she boufe of Ifrael. And 
not onely fo, but Chrift came for that end : as Luke 
19.10-The Son of man is comseto feck and te [ave that 
which was lof stheend of God the Fathers fending 
im, and the maine {cope of his comming was to 
feek and fave that which was loft ; chat is,chat is loft 
inthe fight and fenfe of his own mifery,and loft inre- 
rdof his own infu fficiencie to help himfelf;for the 
oft man is willing tobe guided by another. If you 
fhould find aman inthe wilderneffe, and fay Friend, 
thisisnot the way , would not he be contented to 
hear & toyeeldto ite So if thou be loft, if chou feeft 
chy owne mifery for fin, and that if chou lie in this 
eftace thou arta damned man, andif thou fee thy 
felfe loft in regard of thy own infufficiencie to help 
thy felfe, and that thou art noe able to get out of 
this condition and milery, wherein chou art willing 
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that che Some of man, the Lord Chrift Jefus, came 


\10 fecke and fave {uch loft finners; and when hee 


hath found them,he will notleave them in this loft 
eftate, but will fave them. If this be then the 
end of God the Fathers fending him, & the fcope of 
Chriftscomming to fave the loft finner, then certain- 
ly above all he will be faithfull in that for which he 
came, he will undoubtedly fave thofe that are loft. 

Reafon 3. Becaufe the humbled broken hearted 


' finer is the fitteft fubject to fet out thefe praifes of 


this glorious worke of our redemption, he is the 
fitteft far God to worke upon, and for the Lord 
Chrift todwellin, andhe is the fitreft co fet out 
the praife of that rich grace in Chrift, as the Apo- 
ftle faith, Ephef-1.11. who worketh all things accer- 
ding to the counfell of his owne will. Why? That 
wee fbould be to the praife of his glorious grace. 
Therefore now confider it, there is no foule {o fit-| 
ting to fet forththe glorious grace of Chrift , and 
the great worke of our redemption; as the poore 
humbled felf- denying heart : forthe humbled foule : 
waites for all grace from God, and is willing to re- 
turn al to. God againes and he faith, f am not wor- 
thy of rhe leaft mercy I need ; and therefore he is 
contented that God denie him any thing. This man 
is the fitteft ‘tofet forththe great wo: k of God, and 
to further the aime of God in fetting forth che riches 
of his glorious grace: it is all price from the begin- 
ning tothe end,as Zechariah hathit,ch.4.7. Grace 
laidthe firft ftone . and grace laid the laft ftone, 
and 
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and allthe people cried,faying, Grace,grace s fothe 
humbled foule fers forth the praife ot God, and 
faith, I deferve nothing but hell , and whatfoever [ 
have more than hell, iris all from the Lord, and all 
glory is due to him: it is grace that I live, and itis 
erace that I perfevere; itis all grace from election 
to glorification: whereas the proud hcart {poiles | 
allthe worke of God ; and itis no wonder though | 
God will not dweil witha proud heart. The proud ! 
eart, for what he hath, and for what hecan doe, ! 
eives all to himfelf: where is grace now? The hum- | 
ble heart is likea great fhop,where the great frame | 
of mans falvation may beft be feen (for there are | 
many dark fhops that deceive the buyer,and mar the 
wares too ): for the humbled heart faith, The work 
ofthe Lordis marvellous in our eyes, and ought to 
be marvellous in our hearts. Noman will dwell ina 
houle but where his credie may be maintained, and 
for his conveniency :ifeither of thefe may be hindred 
by ithe will no: dwell in that houfe. Ics no wonder 


heart of an humbled foule.Chiift would work,and 
the humbled foule is contented with it, and Chrift 
would have all the glory from the humbled foule, 
and he is wel contented to give all the glory toGod. 
Weuleto fay in the fchooles, If any man ave di- 
{pofed of his dwelling,and framed the buildiag,and 
fitced it,he will fecit up,except he cither want wife- 
dome,and knows nor how to do #;or elfe power, and 
isnot able to perfect thac worke which he hath 
! begun. Thefe cannot befall God. A wife efficient | 
Caule 
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then though the Lord Jefus come to dwell : 


een TL AS 
98 The Soules ingraf fing into C brift. 


Caufe never framed apy matter , bat he brings in 
the frame, and fets it up. Hee that hath fitted 
and framed all the materials of his building, if 
he willnot make up the frame for himfelfe , it is 
either becaufe he wants power and cannot doe it,or 
elfe wants wifedome and knowes not how to doeit : 
| but the Lord that hath fitted the heart for himéelfe, 
that all may be done by him, and alltheglory of 
the workecome tohim againe, he neither wants 
power nor wifedome to finifh the worke , he hath 
begun, and therefore he will not deferre, but will 
come fuddenly and take poffeffion of him. 

Reafon3. Laftly, the Lord will notdeferre to 
cometo dwell in an humbled heart, becaufe all hin- 
derances are now taken away ; and therefore the 
place is ready to receive him, and he ready tocome, 
certainly he will come without delay. If there be 
any hinderancesto keep out Chrift, itmuft be ei- 
theron Chrifts pare, or on our parts: but inthe 
humbl¢ heart there is nothing to hinder it. If any 
thing keepeus off from Chrift » itis either becaufe 
we love our felves, or our corruptions. Now the 
humble heart hath renounced both of thefe, and 
the humble foule faith, My fio fhall not rule me, 
and,my felfe cannot fave me, therefore lecthe Lord 
Jefus Chrift come and take poffeffion of my heart. 
The humble heart hath renounced finand himfelfe, 

_| and now he would have the Lord Jefus Chrift to 
behis King and Saviour. Now all the hinderances 
muft be on Chrifts part;and that cannot be granted: 
for Chritt is fo farre from being wnwilling, chat he | 
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defirestocomein: for he hath knockt at many a 
proud heart: Behold, I ftand at the dooze and knock: 
if any man beare my voce, and open unto me, I will 
come into him, and will {up with him,and be with me, 
Rev.3.20. And in other places he faith, Forfake 
thy fins and corruptions, and receive thy owne 
falvation, and be not under the rule of fin and thofe 
bafe lufts. Open my love,my dove my undefiled.Sure- 
ly if the doore were openhe would comein: nay, 
himfelfe faith fo profeffedly, as in chat place afore- 
named. Ohhe hath knocked many a time at the 
heart of apoore wretch, andfaid, /f any man will 
open tome I will come in. If any; He that promifeth | 
tocome in if the doore were open, there is no un- | 
willingneffe on his part: but in the humbled foule 
there arenomorelets, for he hath thrown away fin 
in himfelfe , and {aid, Ilove younor, I regard you | 
not, ler the Lord Jefus come and rule inthis fame | 
| broken heart of mine. Thus the Lord will doe.. 
Thus gather upall: If it be theend of God the Fa-, 
thers fending Chrift,and the {cope of Chrifts com- 
ming, and if the glory of his grace be much more 
advanced this way , and if there be no hinderan- | 
ces, then immediately expect him, hee comes. 
fuddenly. | Yi 
fe. The ufes are manifold : Firft, it is a ground | 
of marvellouscomfort to every humbled foule: let : 
not ftubborne and rebellious wretches that fay, We! 
will not have this man rule over us; let not fuch, I: 
fay,meddle with this comfort. To you I have no- , 
thing to fay now, hereafter I fhall fay fomething ¢0 | 
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youro your coft. But allyou foules chat are wil- 
ling to give way to Chrift Jefus , andro breake o- 
pen doore for Chrift ; and all you chat have arty 
evidence of this work, I fay,all you broken hearts 
goe your way with comfort, Chrift will comfort | 
you,nay he wil mect you ac home.Me thinks this is | 
etough tocomfort the heart of any inthe world. : 
Then {ee what can befall us, the Lord Chrift will: 
come fuddenly, 

But fome will fay, Many are my fins that lie hard 
upon me,and my abominations come in like croups, 


they are come in againft me, and all che fins that J 
have committed, the guilt of them yet remaines, 
and I cannot get ftrength again(t them, but ftill they 
prevaile; for my confcience is not quieted , but 
my old fins flie in my face. 
But are your hearts thus perplexed with the 
fight of fin, and with the expeCtation of the mifery 
of them, asin truth there is much caufe co lament ¢ | 
Art thouthus broken hearted,and thus perp!exed ¢ : 
and canft thou fay, Were my heart rid of my fins, I | 
fhould be comforted ¢ Then, I fay, notwichftand- 
ing allthy fins, if the Lord fee chee humbled, he 
feeth not thy fins, he willcomeand comfort thee : 
let all chy fins come and rife up in armes againft 
thee, the Lord: Chrift will come fuddenly, and then 
mercy will come to pardon, and grace will come to 
fuccour thee againft thy fin. But whar¢ will the 
Lord come intothis wretched,vile, corrupt heart of 
mine¢ Whate will Jefus Chrift come into this 


amano! 
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, Temple? Indeed he may come to fucha man that 
jis humbled,but he will never come to fucha wretch 
as Tam; [ have finned thus and chus. Sce what the 
Texce faith, Apoc.3.20. Behold , I {tand at the dcore 
andknocke, if any man will heare and open: he doth 
not fay, I ftand ac the doore of a Nobleman, bur at 
every mans doore , atthe heart of every bafe adul- 
terer and drunken wretch. Ir the drunkard and the} 
aduleerer will open, the Lord will come in and 
fanétifie him, and take poffeffien of him, and rule 
in him, and clenie him from all his lufts and corrup- 
tions. Though thy lufts and abominations be many 
that will not hinder him.And as there is admirable 
'comfor: again fin, forhereis admirable comfort 
| againft all mifery. He knowes nothing that knowes | 
i notthatallthe Chriftian world is inao uprore, and 
thatthe enemy doth wake abroad. But though 
you doe nor fee thefe, you may fee the world 
oppofing, and the Divell tempting, and the wicked 
cafting reproach upon all hands, and your hearts 
begin to be daunted, and fay, I would profeffe Reli- 
gion, but my father wouldbe difcontented, and 
fhameand difgrace will come in amaine, and mifery 
and perfecution will comesyet the Lord Jefus Chrift 
: ls comming into thofe fouls of yours.For if you be 
' foundly humbled, Chrift comes fuddenly, and then | 
letcome what can come, in all troubles Chrift will 
comfort you, and in all weakneffes Chrift will 
ftrenethen you, yea, he will lec che {piric of glory 
reft upon you here, and glorifie you with himfelfe 
forever hereafter. In all wants there is comfort : 
though 
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though friends, and meanes, and all goe, yet Chrift 
comes: and the further thy triends goe trom thee, 
the nearer will Chrift coine to thee. Let your foules 
be herein refrefhed forever. Afony, asthe Proverb 
Ecclefto.ty. | is, anfwers all. A man will change honour, and 
leave his place for moncy : and we ule co fay, Mo- 
ney will doe it. If you wanc honour money will 
buy ic, and whatfoever the world can doe , money 
can doc. And hereupon it is thatthe rich man faith, 
I have it by me: if he wants a houfe,he hath money 
| chat will buy it. You that are humbled goe your 
wayes,and eat your meat with glad hearts,the Lord 
accept of you, the God of comfort refrefh your 
hearts yet more againft thefe croublefome times. 
It is the fpeech of Chrift to his Difciples, Feare 
not little flocke, it is your fathers will 10 grve you 4 
kingdome. If abrokenand humbled foule goe into 
prifon,Chrift will go to all the prifons in Chriften- 
dome but he will find him out, & there he will com- 
forthim. Ifthe humbled foulegoe into the Indies, 
Chrift will be there with him : nay, if it were pof- 
fible for the humbled foule to goe downe to hell, 
the Lord Chrift would come into him: for where- 
| foever he is,Chrift willbe. Fearenor, benot dif- 
maid, Chrift is chine, you have nct onely a king- 
dome, buta Chrift, and he anfwers to all. Chrift 
is the God of all comfort,and the father of all mer- 
cy: thou haft many wants and weakneffes , and 
Chrift isthe God of allmercics ; from him comes 
every good and perfect gift, and he will comfort 


thee. Wherefoever thou art Chrift will looke in 
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if thou are banifhed, he will wander up and downe 
all wilderns fles bur he will fiad thee , and fave the< 
forcvcr. If webe no: comforted it is a thine for 
us, confidering what wonderfull priviledges we 
havein Chrift. 

fer. The fecond ule is for examination and tri- 
all. Doth Chrift come fuddenly into the heart 
trucly humbled and prepared? Let us tric then,and 
rake a tafte of the {pirits of fuch men that are nota- 
ble co beare norendure the prefence of poore bro- 
ken hearted finners. If the fervant will not lie for 
the mafters advantage,and if the child leave his bafe 
courfcs , and will not giveacarnall farher content 
according to his mind, marke how their {pirits rife 
againft fuch men, their hearts rife with marvellous 
defperate indignation againft {uch men, they cannot 
thinke of them with any quiet, they cannot brook 
the fightof them: if itbeafervant never fo loofe 
and vile, he is regarded; but the humble child he 
is trampled upon,and they fay to him, Youhad beft 


goe to your boly brethren, andto the company of 
fuch and fuch precife ones. This is the undoubted 


argument of agraccleffe {pirit: either Chrift erres, 
or elf2 thou art out of the way ; either Chriftis to 
be blamed for his practice, orthou. Doth hecome 
to fuch as are humbled, and art thou weary of 
them’ Thouarragraccleffe foule , and an enemy 
to the Lord of life. When the people of Ifrael 
began to fpeake of going into the wilderneffe to 
facrificeto the Lord their God, they did ftinke,and 
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| Egyptians < indeed the Egyptzans did alwayes diflike 


them, but now they were ag abomination cothem. 
This was nothing elfe but atype: Pharaoh is the 
Divell, and this Egyptsan fervitude is our fpiricuall 
bond.ge under fine How doth thy heart ftand to- 
wards thefe poor foules ? Art thoucarried with in- 
dignation againft them? Ic is an argument of a heart 
void of grace, and that thou art an Egyprzan to this 
day, therefore the Lord will requite thee in thy 
owne kind: and thou that art now weary of their 
(ociety, and art not ableto live withthem , and art 
loath ro be feene among ft them,and dareft not fhew 
thy felfe to come within the compafle of a broken 
heart, left chy drunken companions revile thee for 
che fame, and fay, art rurned a Puritannow ¢ will 
you be of their company ¢ and thenthou{wearett 
thou knoweft them not. This isa fhrewd figne thou | | 


| fhale never enjoy the company of thofe poor Saints 


in glory. 
The third ufe is a ground of inftruction: and wee | 


_ | hence learn how tomakechoice of our companions. 


Learn of our Saviour,the brokenh earted finners are 
the beft for focietiein the world, and therefore re- 
joyce thou in their company, Let us notcthink much 


tocometo fuchas Chrift comes to: letus not think , 
chat che bafeneffe of their perfons,or the meanneffe | 
of their eftates, will be any caufe for us why we 


fhould difcard or difdaine their company. Be fure ! 
that thy foule be farre from this carnall diftemper. ! 


| Happely thy carnall friend will fay, Thou wilt dif- 
| grace thy perfon to keepe company with fuch as 


thofe { 
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thefeare. Make anfwer for thy falfe , and againtt | 
their facc,and fay, They are my betters yea, che 
Lord Jefus Chritt,blefled for ever, keeps company 
with them , and fhallnot I doe ic coo? Vhe Lord 
Jefus defires no better company, and fhall I goe any 
turther ¢ If he bea found broken hearted finace, 
itsno matter what his condition be. As the Apo- 
ftle Saint Joba faith, Thar yon alfo may have fellow- 
fEzp with my 1 Fe bn t.3 . Why, may fone fay what | 
ercat matter is that ¢ The Avottle faith our fellow- 
fly ip isno fmall matcer , for itis with God the Fa- 
ther, and with Jefus Chiift. Thereis never a poore 
foule, though he goe barcly, and fare meanely but 
if his heart be truely huabled, his tellowthip is! 
with Jefus Chrift,which is no litetc matter. Zech.8, 
23. when the Lord had honoured the Jewes, there 
caine many Citiz-ps to them,and tocke hold of the. 
| skirt of a Jew,and faid, sve will gae with yous for we 
haveheard that God ee So doe thou. Doft 
thou fe :abrolen heared mun,lay hold on his skirts, 
dwell in chat hoafe if thou cantt, and fay, I will live 
with thee forever. God is with thee : nay the Lord | 
isin thee: yea, the company of an bumbled 
fouie is even acorncr of heavenhere uponearth, Ic} 
isfo in truth , and therefore Jet it be fo in your' 
judgements, Whiatis i ircobcinheaven? pre fhall 
| be ever wath the Lord : this is to be in heaven,1 Thef. 
14-17. Isthistobeinheaveae Then wherefoever 
 thouart, thou are with Chrift , chouarcin heaven. 
, Whenfoever thouart inthe company of a broken 
| hearced finer, thowart with Chrift, and therefore 
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;mervellous mercy. If a great perfon, efpecially a 
| Prince or Monarch , did looke into a poore mans! 
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in heaven: and whenfoever thou commeft into 

their company, Chrift Jcfus will give thee the inee- | 
ting. Your fafhionmungers count it a matter of cr - 

dir to have Court fathions:this is the Court fa fhion, 

and the Court ts where Chrift our Lord and King { 
is: Chrift dwels in fuch a houf-,and in fuch a heart ; 


| ind there fore as thou doft hope co be with Chrit | 


forever, rejoyce to be with fuch perfons: this is! 
che onely way that aman mutt take to chufe his! 
company. Doe good to all neighborrs , and all 
Chriftians,and hope well of all, but rejoice efpeci- 


ally inthofe whofe hearts are truely broken in the 
' fight and prefence of the Lord. 


4. Icisa ground of thankfulneffe to allthae are! 


‘truely humbled before God. Thus you ought to! 


have your hearts ftored with thankfuln ff. : nay, to | 
ftand and wonder atthegoodneffe and kindn fle of 
God. I would have aman {pend all his time this! 
way. Whenthe Lord Jefus hath gone through ma- 
ny Countries, and paffed by many rich,and honou 
rable , and greatones of the world, ‘and that he 
fhould looke in at a poore family , andknockc at a 
poore mars doore, and that he fhould look. in ar 4 
poore wietched heart of a wife or ofa child, this is 


hore, or come tov: fica manin prifon, what would 
the world fay 2 Oh, the like was never heard of, 
the King himfelfein his owne perfon lighted rhcre, 
and ftiid there, and wert into the dungeon, and 
conferred wkh hima great while. Men ari 
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befides themfelves if they had this favour from 
the King. In Luke 1.43. when A¢ary was with 
child of the Lord, and came to vific El. fabeth, th 
faid to Atary, whence u thu to me, that the mother of 
my Lord {bould come to me? I fee no ground nor 
reafon for this , there is no worth on my part 
_|thac I fhould looke for fuch favour. Now if fhe 
were fo ravifhed with the prefence of Adary the 
mother of Chrift, what maift thou be then in re- 
gard of the prefence of Chrift himfelfe that is come 
tolodge in thy heart ? Thou haft caufe to be ravi- 
fhed wich admiration, and to fay, Whence is it that 
not onely the mother of my Saviour, but evenmy 
Saviour himfelfe, fhould come tome ¢ Whar, to; 
(vilic me that oppofed him ¢ and to vifit me chat | 
have preferred my bafe lufts before the bloud of 
the Lord Jefus Chrift ¢ Whencecomesthis¢ Ic 
was that which Salomon tooke notice of inthe firft 
| of Kings,c.8.v.28.for when hehad built the Tem- 
ple,and the Lord had engaged himfelfe by promife 
tocome and dwellin the fame, he faid , Js zt erue 
that the Lord wll come to dwell upon the earth? Be- 
hold , the heaven of heavens 6 not able to containe 
him, much leffe thos Houfe that I bave made. As it 
was in the mareriall Temple, fo much more inthe 
fpirituall Temple: for chy heart is his Temple. 
Therefore thou maift reafon thus with thy felfe, 
and fay, lsit true? will she Lord dwell spon the earth & 
the heaven of heavens cannot cont.tine him ;and {hill 
thisearthen mud wall, chis earthly Tabernacle, 
| and this finfull wretched hearts Ot that che Lord 


thould | 
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fhould come to dwell io fucha foule ! this is a mir- 
| rourof mercy-Doe you humble foules ss the Cen- 
turion did when Chrift was come into his houfe. 7 
am not worthy (faith he) shar thou fl oulde(t come un- 
| der iny roofe s but fpeakethe word onely , and my fer- 


vant {ball be whole. So fay thou, Lord I am nor 

worthy that thou fhouldeft come under the roofe 

of this firfull wretched heart, only fend thy An- 
gels to vifit me, and thy Word to comfort me: bur 
for to come in thy owne perfon from heaven to 

fuch a poore creature as I am; the Angels muft 
| come from heav. n to wonder at this mercy, and to 
| maznifie the Cord for it: therefore as you have re- 
ceived Chrift, walke worthy of him, and be thank- 
full tothe Lord for the fame. 

The laft ufe of this DoGrine is for exhortation. 
You fee the meanes that God appointed for the 
| conveyance of grace and mercy to you, nay , that 
| Chrift himfelfmay take poffeffion of you; and itis 
the way and meanes that never will deceive you, 
Would you have Chrift to dwei!t in you? then be 
humbled, and be not wanting to your felves, and 
| chen Chrift will never be wanting to you: labour 
rogetthis humiliation, and Chrift willcome im- | 
mediately into your foules. Have a heart but right- 
ly difpofed , end without all queftion Chrift will 
come to comfort and refrefh thee upon all occafions. 
You fee the way togeta Saviour to come and dwell 
in you, then walke in that way , and give noreit to 
thine eyes, or any quiet tothy heart, before thou 
haft gotten this frame of heart. Take heed of two 

diftempers, 
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diftempers, doe nor thinke the timclong, and fay, 
I have waited long, and many a yeere, andi have 
| looked many a wifhly long looke, and yet I cannor 
| heare of the Lord J :fus to vifit this poore porplex. 
éd heart of mine. Ir the Lord feeme to delay in the 
performance of his promife, fay as David did, 4h, 
when wilt thea comfort me? Pfal.r19 §&3. Nay, lay 
che biarne where the blame is,and coufider thy ons 
| turdincileand vileneffe: it is chy owne fauic why 
Chuftcomes net: thou wiltnotopen, and thre. 
fore Chnift ispoccome: thoudoit nor prepare for 
him, and for thi: csufeicistharthou doft not enjoy 
the company of fucha blefied Saviour: as Sr. Pe 
erfith, 2 Pet.3 9. The Lordis not flacke, ea 
sex count flacknei eoatthe Lord takes the be ft fea-! 
fon, and ts long fuflering towards us. When the! 
fesfonis we {hall have its tor itis nor his flickneffe. 
Thz time is nes long, doe nor thinke fo, he hath nor 
frgorten tobe gracious roa poore humbled foule: 
bucloosintothy owne heart and way, and fee chy 
awne folly chore. Haft thou prepared often, and 
waitedlong , and yet thou hearc{t nonewes of 2} 
Chrift,and of mercy ¢ Ah eoeto thy owre hearr, 
and fay, Surely Taminfaule, che wound is in my 
felfe: ochers havereceiveda Chait, and he would 
havecomeinta my heart coo, for cuzht I keow 
Nay, he is ag veiltine tocome torhce asco any, but 
thy ownehulty heart Ciucs the doore againit bim:! 
therefore be shafed kindly, and the Lord will come, 
& norcarry. 1).d you ever account of the comming 
of Chrifts pretence to you? Was the prefence of 
t Cinsft 
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Chrift ever worth the having ¢ and would younot 
; have himrocome into your hearts, that will bring 
gracc,and glory, and mercy , when he comes ¢ as 
Luke 19.9. when Chrift was come intro the houfe 
ot Zacchems, he faid , This day w falvatzon come 10 
thyhoufe. Sothat when Chrift comes , mercy and 
all comfort comes. Is not Chrift, and falvation by 
him , worth the having? If cver you hope for! 
Chit whip out all buyers and fellers out of | 
the Temple , andthen you fhall heare newes of a 
Saviour,to take pofleffion of you. Ihave fpoken 
| of the meanes how to get anhumble heart; now let 
_me give you two motives to provoke you to it. 

r Firft, confeder what an unreafonable thing it is 
that thou fhouldeft rather keep out the Lord Jefus 
Le than caft out a company of bafe lufts. 


It will fticke one day hard upon that mans heart,| 
whenhe (hall fee che marvellous excellency of that | 
redemption which Chrift hath wrought, and the 
beaury of thar grace which Chrift workes inthe 
hearts of his, and the glory and happineife which he | 
hath prepared for, & will beftow upon his fervants:, 
| when (I fay in the houre of death, or inthe day of 
| judgement, he fhall fee himfelfe utterly deprived of 
this grace in Chrift, he will then gnaw his own flefh 
that he hath loft heaven and happineffe(it may be) 
for one bafe luft. The covetous man will fay, If 1! 
had caftaway the world, I might have had Chrift 
and mercy: and the Adulterer will fay, If I would 
have caft away my bafe lufts and corruptions, 
Chrift wouldhave dwele ih my heart, and vi 
ave! 
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have purged my heart: and the proud Hypocrite 
will fay, If I had laid away nry owne vaniry,and my 
owne pride, the Lord would havetaken poffeffion 
| of my foule,and he would have brought glory,and 
falvation, andcomfort- Ah woetome that ever I 
wasborne, that I would not part wick bade lutts, 
and with wealth, but that I was content rather to 
| pare wich Chrift Jefus,than to forgoe thefe corrup- 
tions. What anunreafonable thing is this ? he will 
| curfe himfelfe one day for it. 

2 As itis unreafonab!e, foin the fecond place | 
what an uncomfortable thing willitbe ! Ah chioke | 
of it intime: for che time will come,at the great day 
of account, when we fhall need a Saviour, and crave 
his prefence,and be forced to defire Chrift to come 
tous. What acut to our hearts will icchen be chat we - 
have fhut our hearts againft him ¢ When the fins 
of thy youth fhall feize upon thee, and chou fhale 
{ce hell gaping ready to {wallow thee up, and de- 
ftruction ready to take poffeffion of thee , and Sa- 
than hall lay grievous accufations againft thee ; the 

‘time I fay fhal chen come that thou wilt fay, Ah that 
| Chrift would come to fave and help mea poore for= 
‘lorne wretch ! Willit not thenbe a gallto a mans 
heart tothinke of it ¢ Ic will make him fay , With 
what heart can I looke for grace or mercy from 
Chrift, before whom I have preferred the world, | 
and my bafelufts, and the delufions of the world ¢ | 
and when the Lord Jefus Chrift by his mercy did: 
labour to allure me, and faid openly to me, Afy fi- 
| fter,my love, my dove, my undefiled, 1 would none of 
: I 
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him: it isthae Chrift whom my heart rej. & di, 
and whofe bloud I trampled under my feet, and 
fhall I now come to him formercy ¢ Nay, how 
juftly may the Lord anfwer me as he did thof& 
people in Jeremy ? fer.2.27.who in the time of 
their trouble did fay to the Lord , 4rz2 and 
belp ws 2 but the Lord made them anfiver, dnd 
| {aid, there are the Gods that thoshat made thee? 
les them arfe sf shey can fave thee in the time of 
thysrouble: for according to the number of i:y Ce. 
seg are thy gods O Facob. So will it bee with} 
you: vou mutt away ony day, and goe before the 
Lord J.fus: die you mult, andto judgement you, 
-muft come to give an account for all. Can you 
‘anfwer one of athoufind ¢ can you ftund agsiatt. 
the fiercca: {fe of bis wrath ¢ An, how will thof 
'wounded foules be helped ¢ Oncly by a Chrift.! 
‘Then Chrift ard race will bee worth fomerhing, 
| When you lic looking every hour for the Lift gafp, 
then you will crie for mercy and Chrift,and would 
“givea world for him: but Chrift will muke you 
an{wer,and fay, Remember ttc time wherejiathou 


(of thine: thou wouldeft not have me to fan<nfie 
thee, and wouldeft thou hive me to fave thee 
now ¢ No, no: ler thy bafe lufts and corruptcom- 
panions fave and fuccour thee , and procure confo- 
lationto thy foule, wofull comforters are they all: 
you will then thinke it a terrible thing tha his 
Chrift Jefus(which now you willnot have vour 


Saviour ,to purge and fan@.fie you) fhall then be 
vou: 


~ 
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yout Judge, 2 Theft 13. The Lerd J cfus [bat 


came in ioyrang frre, venarirg vergcence lo ed 
i ih eo hss a Foi that wii GOL rhewe Chad 
Rect ul Vthy fin, cnito we lame, ard 
houshat baft threi: Chithcur of chy beore, soc | 
fi om iby houle, LOU Wit Sue Chow rah Git 
1 5 wer concro jedgeucnt: Lax Chifttdl coinero | 
iery coft. Thouwouldcft rot have Chit to mie 
Tracthy heare, th oe LEMS ECOG IND Be Ae 
ro csccte pen thee all ciofe plignes torcec 
Feo erie ates | LS baitodcfervedsss and thes 
thoppe bin 49 jadgemene ot thou cant. Now. 
the way isieidy, 3 nd che meanes fet fire be- 
Parenter yeom the We U ne mvlirodrene odie 

Lerd Jofus aa not diterre 10 come tuddeaty: 
oc you what you thould, and Chrit wil doc 
pean VGK Ce fnie. 

Gb. Ad, faithone, itis marvellous hard ro bil 
: “anit ae eee Mita and tocutefr the 

ane hend 5 and to catkeway metchta ye, aad 
ae warbevery darling difteinp:t. Ah, farch 
checovcrous man, if [could have Chrift and rhe 
world sco, then I could be conrenrcd to have 
Chrift: andthe A fulterer faith, IF Tcoaid have 
Chriit, and my Queans, and my lutts: aad the 
Hypocrite faith, Ir Imighthave Chritt, and my 
fecree haunts of heart , thenI would be wilhag ro 
yeeld ; but if all thofe corruptions muft be facri- 
need, and if Chrift muft cake away all corrup- 
tions from me, and worke allinme, this willbe 
tcdious. 
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eR LT AS AMA ve PNG eh oo. Too 
Anfw. Ie willbe bitter and tedious at firft, bur ie 
will quit all coftin the end, and it wiil never repenc 
you then of all your teares that you have fhed, 
nor of all the anguifh of heart which ycu have 
had, when you fhallhave mercy, and be for ever | 
comforted thereby,and by this meanes have a way 
made to everlafting life. I would have the heart of 
apoore Chriftian doe as Shechem faith the heart ' 
of Hamor did whenhe would marry Dinah, Gen.' 
34-22,23. Comeletusbe cércumcifed as they are. 
Shall not their cattell, and thesr fubjiance, and every 

beaft of theirs be ours ¢? Theirheards are erear, aod 

cheir wealth is mighty , and all this fhall be ours. 

Thus he perfwades the hearts of the people to 

yeeldto him in it only, but through the defire of 

their goods. Let me plead fo with the foule of an 
| humble finner inthis kind: thou muft thinke of hu- 
| miliationas the Shechemite did of circumcifion; I 
mult never fee the face of drunkenneffe more, I muft 

bid adieu to all carnall profits and pleafures: Ah this 

goesto my heart, this pinches indeed, this ftrikes 

to the quicke. They would be circumci(ed though it 
| were painfull: how much more maift thoureafon 


withthy owne heart,and fay, Itis tedious and irk- 
fone, but ie will be comforcable hereafter. Let us 
becircumcifed, and bid adieu to allourJufls , fhall 
not all the fubftance of Chrift Jefus be ours? Let 
us fonake the worldto have Chrift, and notoncly 
mercy fhall be ours, but even every grace and com- 
fort fhallbe ours: asthe Apoftle faith, The God of 
all comfort and conflation t ours. If thou wile be 

humbled. 
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| very luft, and throw away all whatfoever, then all 


the pleafures of his right hand fhall be ours, and all 
the happineffe of heaven fhall be ours : nay, all the 
tarneffz of the catth fhall be ours. Suppofe I mutt 
part with thefe, I fhallhave C hrift for my riches; 
and if I pare with friends, fhall have Chrift to ftand 
by me; andif I part with honour here, I fhall have 
Chrift tohonour me ; and if { part with joy here, 
I thall have thofe joyes which are not conceived by 
the heart of man. You fathers fpeake of it to your 
children, & you husbands {peak of it to your wives, 
let every foule be humbled, and take all mercy. Shall 
notallbe ours 7 Fathers advife your little ones,and 
fricnds advife one another. : 

Ob. Butthe poore foule faith, T confeffe nothing 
fhould be hard,and nothing fhould be deare, and | 
hope nothing fhallbe too hard for me, fo that I 
may gaine a Lord Jefus Chrift, if I know mine | 


owne heart :and if I know icnor, let the Lord make | 
itknowne to me. I fee no fufficiency in my felfe | 


over my finto fuccour me , and J have had acare to 
be burthened,and yet I fee not a Saviour. 

Anjw. Tanfwer tothis: Isthis true 2 andisthy 
heart humbled as thou faift ¢ then, I fay , the Lord 
Jefus Clniftiscome, andhathcome many a day 
though thou perceiveft it not. So foonas thy foule 
is thus difpofed,the Lord Jefus comes,and that fud- 
denly too, though thouknoweft not at what time. 
As when 7acob fell aflecp upon the ftone, and the 


i Lordhad made knowne himfelfe to him, he faid, 


Surely 
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Surely she Lord was tn shit place, and I ws not a- 
ware of it. Sol fay,thou haft been trucly humbled, 
and the Lord Chnift is trucly come, and thou know - 
elt it note 
C4. Butcaa this be that the foule fhould be pof- 
| {cffed of Chrift,and not appichend a Chritt 2 
Anfee Yes, itis not onely poMble, buc it istoo 
ordinary: and the reafons why itis fo, and che hia. 
derances which keep a foule froc feeing , they are 
| thefe fourein parcicular: for these bs toure hts on 
| OUr parte 
' og Firl,Chrift may come into thy fcule,ard thou 
‘ doft no: kaow hin. As one mincomesto azo:her 
manshoufe, and haply one that hee bath loved 
land defired coo, yet his ghefle is fuch , and che ch- 
| tance of time fo long fince he faw him, that be may 
|be there and his friend never the witer: fo thou 
' maift complaine that the Lord Chnift is notin chy 
i foule , ard yet knowcft not whenhee is there: this 
| isthe ordinary miftake in the foule,.is it is in rhe 
fight, Afar.1 4.25.25 27.Chrift comes to his Dif- 
' ciples walksng upon she fea.and they were all affraid, | 
' becaufe they had: houghe they had feena Spirit, and 
they cried out for feares bur Chrilt fiid, Be no: af- 
frad,iess I. Chiilt was then moft neere to con} 
fortthem, whenthey had tought te had beene a 
Spiric ro affright them: and the faule w.sin their 
 aderflindineeetiny could nor difcerne him. As i: 
was inthe bodily fighe, fo itis inthe fpiritvall eye: 
chou faift, iris many a day fince the Lord Jefusdid 
Open inine cyes, aad burthen my foule, and made 
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| me weary, and made my firs loathfome to ay fle, | 
and I could even be content to be rid of my {felfe' 
| tobe rid of my fin. Whence comes it that thou art | 
| content tofeethy fin? and whence is it that thou! 
lare burthcned withit, and thacrhouart content to! 
be rid of thy felfe, and fin, andall¢ Is it not from | 
Chrift chy Saviour ¢ whence is it that thou art con- 
rent to lic under the word of God, and to be difpo- 
fed by it¢ Isit not from Chriftz Did you never; 
heare of a poore countryman that went tothe King 
in his hunting,and asked him where the King was ? 
It hath beene foin many deare Saints of God: as 
Fohn20.13,14,@7¢. after the death and refurrecti- | 
on of Chrift 4fary wentto looke for him, and the! 
Angel faid, why weepeft thou? and whom feekett | 
thou? Oh, faith the, Becaufe they have taken away, 
my Lord, and [know not where they have lasd him. 
Her foule did yerne after Chrift, and fhe inquires of 
Chrift for Chrift, and thought him to be the 
Gardener. Chrift faidto her, ALary why weepeft | 
thou ¢ then {heturned her felfe, and faid, Rabboni, 
thatis , Mafter. Mary loved Chrilt, and was ac- 
quatnted with a Saviour; yet now becaufe of the : 
{uddenneffe of it fhe underftood him not,andthere- | 
fore fhe asked him for a Saviour. So I may fay to | 
thee poore humbled foule, Why weepeft thou 2 
and thou faift,Oh, I (eeke a Saviour : if youcantell | 
i me the way whereby mercy may be derived from 
him to my foule, Ibefcech you advife meof it; if 
you know the way how I may carry my felfe be- | 
| foreche Lord, that J may find mercy in his fight, lee | 


—— 
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ime know it. Thetruthis, Chriftis there: it is he 
chat makes thee looke after a Chrift, and it is Chrift 
i that makes thee feeke unto him formercy ; thou 
feekcftroa Chrift fora Chrift. 

2 Secondly,as the foule ofa poore finner knows 
nor Chriftchough he mect him in his way, and out 
of the weakneffe of his judgement, and by reafon 
of his ignorance , he knowes not his prefence: fo 
in the {econd place thou atrendeft noc to the Lord! 
felts when he is come: therefore he comes mec k-! 

y, and quietly, and calmely, and fpiritually, not- | 
withftanding thou regardeft him nor. Chrift came | 
intothe midit of bis Difciples when all the doors 
were (hut, and they arrended not tohim: fothou 
knowcft nor of a Chrift, becaule thou atrendeft 
not to him and his comming. Confider this well ; 
che main hinderance is this,whenthe heart ofa poor 
Chriftian is marvelloufly taken afide with his own 
weakneffe, and diftempers , andtroubles , and his 
mind is all upon them, Chrift paffeth by & he regar- 
deth not: as Lwke 24.5. when AZary came to fecke 
for Chrift, che Angel faidto her, why feeke you the 
| Isving among the dead? So this hinders an humble} 
foule from the knowledge of Chrift: we looke 
upon our corruptions and rebellions, and rub the 
fore daily and we ehinke thus, Can grace be in fuch 
-aheart as this ¢ and willthe Lord dwell in fuch a 
heart as this, thus vile, and chus peftered with ma- 
ny bafe corruptions ¢ Thou canft never fee him 
there. Why feckeft choua Chrift to comfort thee, 
amongft thy owne corruptions, that would raat 
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thee from fceing him , and from recciving meicy 
from him ¢ Irwas not for want of eyesthat Hagar 
did not feethe well, but becaufe fhe did not {earch 
for the well: foit is with a poore foule, The well 
of life is in Chrift,there is the fountaine ofall grace 
and mercy ; the wellis hard by us, nay itis within 
jus: bucalas we fitlike Hagars , and thus we lie and 
| perifh in our difcouragemnts. If a man prepare 
| for fome great perfon, happely fome King or deare 


friend, and one that he hath long looked for: if he} 


coms not, then he gets him intoa clofe walke, and 
there he fi-s f fighing and mourning fr his abfence : 
and while he fi sthus the man is come, and hath 


4 


beenelongin the houfe before be thinks of any | 


fuch matter ; and when he comes in, he begins to 
\aske if the King or his friend be come. Oh , fay 
they, he is come long agoe: where have you been: ? 
|W e wondred what wes become of you. fuft foiris 


and think thus, Ob when will it once be ¢ The foule | 
lockcs long for Chrift to comfort him, and becaufe | 
he receives notcomfort, he goes intothe dungeon 
of defperate difcouragements : and then ehe Lord 
Jefus comes to refieth that foule, though he per- 
ceivesitnot. A man may fit long i ina darke cellar 
or dungeonbefore he can {ce when the Sun comes 
into the houfe & fhines there:but lee him come from 
the cellar, andehenhe fhalt fee the Sun fhinecleer- 


ty. Sowhen the Son of righteoutneffe fttines into} 


aman, and reveales himfel fe, he gets him downe in- 


here: for when we are weldred in our ownce forrow, 
| to his aaa and will not looke toa Saviour; 
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tie Sonot righteoult fle is come and fhincs,and he 
perceives it nor. And as Philip faid, Jobn14.8. 
Shew w the Father and it fufficeth. Then Fejus 
fazth unto him,bave I been fo tong atime with you.and 
yethaft thou nutknowne me? be tha: hath feene me, 
hath feene the Fathers he defiteth to {ce the Fu- 
ther, and yet when he fceth Chrift, he feeth the Fi 
ther.Soit is with this bleffed frame of foul:forwhen 
a poore foule mourns under the burthen of fin, and 
defires that the word of God may erevatic with ir, 
and take allaway,then he defireth to feeChrift: chis 
is the Spirit of Chrift humbling,and breaking, and | 
waking: itisthe Spirit of Chirift that makes you 
| willing co part with fin, Hath Chrift beene fo long 
) with you, and doe you not know hn ¢ 
3 Thethird is , becaufe we judge Chirifts pre-' 
fence by our ownefenfe, and by fonic exiraordina- 
ry {weetneife that the foule imagins fhouid be with 
him if Chrift were there. Thisis the nature of e- 
very poore creature : he fets up akind of imagina- | _ 
tion ia his owne head, and thinkes if Chrift were 
come once, there would be extraordinary fivecr- 
-neffe and joy. Now fetting up this imagination in 
his owne conceit, he will heare no other evidence if 
hecannot find this, and fo mif-judgeth the prefence 
of Chrift. This was the failing of Gideon ; for che 
{piric of Chriftcame to him,and faid, The Lord w 
with thee, thou mighty man of valour. And Gideon) 
| fazed, Ob my Lord, ef the Lord be'with ws, why then 
| all thes befallen us 2. and where be all bis miracies 
that our Fathers told ss of, faysng, Dad wot she He 
) yin 
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bring ws up from Eoyrt 2 but nowthe Lord hath for- 
faken wand delivered us 1n:o the bands of the Ati- 
dianives, Judges 6-12,13. The Angel knew what | 
he faid : but marke whuthe replics ; And he would 
not be per{waded thar the Lord was there, becaufe 
the enemy had the upper hand: he thought Ged 
was not prefent withthem, becaufe the enemies 
were vexing them, add prevailing againft them: 
but the argument was naught , for the Angell was 
certaine of that wisich hefpake. Juft fo itis for all 
the world with the poor broken hearted fianer that 
now is opprefled with many corruptions. Some- 
times when the faithfull Miniftcrs fpeake to them 
and fay , Gog in peace you broken hearted finners, 
the Lord is with you; Oh, fay they , #f the Lord 
were with ws, why deh all this befall ws @ Why are 
our minds fo ignorant, and our hearts fo vile and 
fintull - and why are our corruptions fo violent ¢ 
Can the Lord be here, and fo many weakneffes 
too? The Lord hath done great matters for them, 
that he hath done good too, and they have rejoiced 
with joy unfpeakable and glorious: the Saints of 
God have beene more than conquerours through 
himthatlovedthem , andhavé fubdued thcir cor- 
ruptions: but yet we are under the power of our 
finfull, poyfonfull, vencmous hearts ftill. Can the 
"| Lord be with us, and all thefe abominations nut on- 
ly prale inuponus,but even captive us? Ycs,you 
miftake the prefence of Chrift, he is as well with 
you inthe oppofing of fin, asin the overcomming 
thereof: therefore the argument is falfe. The {ame 
K Apoftle 


107 


121 


122 The Soules ingraf fing into Chrift. | 


Apoftle that was fometimes more thana conque- 
rour, was fometimes led captive, as Rovs.7.23. and| 
he that did walke after the {pirit of Chrift had the 
Flefh lufting ag ain{t she Spirit, and the Spars sean 
the Ea 17. This is your imagination, that 
if once the King come to your houfe, and keep 
Court , no Traitour muft come there : yes, Trai. | 
tours are cver where the Court is, they follow the 
Court, fortherethey thinke to accomplifh their 
villany. And youthiake if the King come to your; 
houfe, he muft hug you in his armes, and prefently 
promote youtoall honours: fo the foule faith , If 
Chrift were with me, I fhould have abilitie to 
do my duty, and I fhould have more power againft 
corruption. Though wherefoever Chrift is , there 
is fight of fin; yet this extraordinary {weeeneffe 
doth not follow: but becaufe they have not this, 
they thinkethey have not Chrift. {[c is juft wich 
the fovle inthis cafe, as if fome Gentleman fhould 
receive the King into his houfe , and yet he would 
not be perfwaded the King wascome, becaufe he 
did not prefently fend for him into the prefence 
chamber, and advance him to fome great place of: 
honour : he is there though he will nor prefently 
fend for you. This was the fanle of Thomas , Fobn 
20.25. hee would have tied the certainty of 
Chrifts refurre@ion to his owne fenfe , and if he 
could not doe this , and that,he would not beleeve 
thae Chrift was rifen: for fothe Text faith, the 
Difciples all faw it,and did witneffe it, bur he con- 
fines all to the compafle of his owne fenfe ; except! 


he; 
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hecould feein hss bands rhe print of the nailes, and | 


thru(t bts hand into bis fide, he would not beleeve. 
Juft foit is tor all the world with the poore, hum- 
bled, broken foule: When aman depends upon 
fenfe and fome ftirring apprehenfion ; Oh, faith he, 
if Icould fee chat evidence of Gods love, and had 
thac affurance , and if my heart could thus breake 
for my fin,and if I had this ability with all care and 
chcerefulneffe to all holy duties , then I could be- 
leeve that Chrift were come: this I told you before, 
you Will not beleeve that the King is come to your 
houfe, except he will fend for you prefently into 
his privie chamber, and make you the favourite of 


ithe Kingdome. And therefore it befalls the foule 
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of a poore fianer as it did good old Facob, Gen.45- 
26. his fons told him that his fon fofeph was alive : 
but.his heart fasnted, for he could not beleeve st: but 
when he (aw the Chariots that bis fon had fens for 
him, his (pirit revived within him, aadhe asd, It 1s 
enough, fofeph my fon is yet alive, Oc. Thus it is 
with us, we have che mflengers of God, and the 
teftimony of Scripture toconfirme the prefence of 
Chrift; but we will not belecve except we be cha- 
rioted with that power and ability ,and that feeling ; 
and except you have your hearts fully fatisfed ac- 
cording to your owne imaginations, you will not 
bec perfwaded that Chrift is come into your 
hearts. 

4 The fourth isonour part. Beit fo that either 
we have abilitie co know a Chrift, and that we fee 
his comming in, and that we doe not mif- judge che 
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pretence of Chrift,and doe not account of his com- 
ming by our owne fenie: yeathough we were in 
the chamber of prefence, and have had muchexp:- 
rience of Chrifts prefence with us, yet there is an- 
other hinderance which keeps cff the poor foule;& 
that is, when our eyes be hindered that we cannot | 
fee Chrift though he were before us: when the 
fting of confcience remaines, and the fierceneffe of 
fome temptation preffeth in upon us, or fome 
worldly inconvenience fits hard upon us,and that 
our thoughts are wholly taken up with them,and the 
Strength of our imagination is wholly beftowed up- 
on .hof{e how to prevent them, fo that we cannot 
fee Chrift:when a mans mind is chuswholly imploy- 
ed, & all his thoughts thus buficd, partly abour Ae 
guilt of fin,how his confcience may be quieted ; and! 
' partly about temptation, how it may be removed, fo 
~ j that he hach noleifure to feeChrift,though he know 
| him well if he were but inthe calmneffe of his heart: 
| It befalls a poore foule in this cafe as it did the Dif- 
ciplesthat were going to Emawm,Luke24.16. for 
when Chrift came and joyned fides wirh them in | 
| their travells,and went wich chem,the Texte faich, | 
that their eyes were holden, that they fhould not know 
him. Seethe ground of the hoiding of their eyes: 
Chrift prefented himfelfe in his owne proportion ; 
therefore the faule was not in the fubftance that 
they did fee. The faule was not in the care, for 
that was not hindered in any meafure ; aci- 
ther did Chrift blind their eyes any way, for 
their eyes were thus farre opened , as to ice the 
way, 
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way, aod walke cheerefully.in ic. Whar did hold 
| their cies then, lcaving extraordinary things toGod? 

Ic was this, their choughts were fo bufied about 

the death cof Chrift, and his refurrection, that they 

did not know Chrift though he were with them: 

and therefore Chrift asked chert this queftion, 
| What manner of communicationis chis that youhave 
| one to another and are thw fad ¢ And the one of them 
| fasd to him, Avi thou only a (tranger inJerufalem,and 
| hajt not knowne the th.ngs which are come to paffe 

thereinthefedaies¢ And he {aid untothem, what 
| things ¢ And they faid unto him, Concerning Jefus 
lof Nazareth, which was a Prophet, mighty indeed 
and word, before Gud, and all the peeple. Wesrufted 
that i bad beenhe which fhould have redeemed Ifra- 
el: and befide all this , to day 8 the third day fince 
thefe things were dene, and whether he be rifen a- 
gaine we know not. We find this by common ex- 
pericnce, aman that hath his mind poffeffed with 
fome fed medita ion, though his familiar friend be 
peere him, yet he dilcerncs him not: fothe Difci- 
ples fay nota Saviour though be were in their pre- 
fence: therefore inthe 22. verfe, when Chrift had 
opened the Scripture, and revealed himfelfe to 
thera, fee what they faid, Did not our hearts burne 
within 1 wren beraiked w:th ws ¢ Asif they fhould 
fav, We had pregnant ceftimony enough of the di- 
ving prefenccjbuc we had no cyestoiee it: the bur- 
| ning of our hearts was argument enough that it was 
Chrift that fpaketous.So when the foule of a poor 
| broken hearted funes is taken up partly with the 
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hurry of imaginations, partly wich the violence of 
'fome temptation, and partly in regard of fome| 
worldly miferie that falls upon it, it is fo taken 
up with it, thacit cannot feethe Lord Jefus Chrift, 
though he hath ferfible experience of Chrift,and 
the heart burnesin lovero Chrift. This is the rea- 
fon why many a poore foule , when Sathan lets flie 
at him, and fome heavie temptation preffeth in up- 
on him, reveale never fo many comfortable promi- 
{cs yet by reafonthercof we find icby experience 
ithatalwaies thofe diftreffed {pirits forget wharfo- 
‘ever isfpoken, and allcheir mind and talke is upon 
| theevill, andthe vielence of the tempration, and 
they attend notrothe comfort and to the promifes | — 
| revealed to them: their yesare held in this maner, 
| that though they areneere to Chrift, ard even in 
i the privie chamber, yet they will not take notice of 
Chrift, becaufe their hearts are thus held off from 
the apprehenfion of his prefence. In P/alme 73.23. 
when the Prophet David was fallen into a defpe- 
| rate perplexity becaufe of the profperity of the 
| wicked, fo that he began to quceftion his owne con- 
' dition, at laft he faid, Nevertheleffe, Iam continual- 
' ly with thee ¢ thou baft holden me by my right hand. 
| Ele could not fee Gcds providence over him, and 
his prefence with him, becaufe his mind was fo ta- 
‘ken up with the profperity of the ungodly : he faw' 
all cheir pomp, and their glory, and how sheer eyes 
food out with fatneffe, and that he was beaten every | 
night: by reafon hereof (I fay) he faw not God up- 


holding of him, and going with him. So gather is 
tne: 
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the former paflages; partly through ignorance, 
| becaufe we know not Chrift when we feehim, and 
parcly through carelefnefle , becaufewe attend not 
co him whenhe is come, and partiy becaufe we mif- 
judge the prefence of Chrift upon falfe grounds, 
and partly the eyes are hid by the hurry of fome 
temptation, and fome worldly extremity , chat we 
, cannot fee Chrift hough hebe with us: thefe be 
the firft hinderances on our parts. Andas it is thus | 
withus, fo there are other hinderances which let : 


us that we cannot apprehend a Chrift; and they are | 


I chefe. 

| Firft, ingenerall, aswe deprive our felves of | 

; confolationin Chrift, fo the Lord Jefus through 
our jutt deferving doth withdraw himfelfe from 
us. As in Efay18.7. J will watse upon the Largs 
that hideth hus face from ibe houfe of Jacob, and 1 
will look for him. Andin Pfalme 31.2201 {aid sn my | 
hafte, 1 am cut off from before thine eyes: neverthe- 
lefje thouheardeft the voice of my fupplication,when I 
cried unto thee. Both thefe places doe make it 
cleere that many times though the Lord Jefus is 
necre the foule , yet he apprehends it not. Now 
the Lord Jefus hides himfelfe upon three caufes 
efpccially. 

1 When the Saints of God fall into fome groffe 
fin,and fome feandalous offence,or elfe tamper with 
fore bofome corruption, and are at truce with it, 
though it be but fome infirmicy; then the Lord Je- | 
fus juftly hides himfelfe , and withdrawes the ap- 
prehenfion Of his prefence from fuchafoule. For | 
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| chefe are the termes whereupon the Lord hath 


| promifed to revealehimfelfe, co wir, fo farre as we 
labour to walke with him. If the Saints of God 
{ falloff from him, and breake off chemf-lves, it | 
‘iso wonder though the Lord Jefus hide himfelfc 
from them: he is with them while they are with 
him. No longer , no further doth Chrift engage 
himfelfe to be with us, but upon thefe termes. 
John 14.21. Hee that hath my Commandements, 
and keepeth them , be itt shat loveth me, and bee 
that loveih me, {hall be loved of my Father, and I 
will lovehim, and manifelt my felfe to him. The 
Lord will manifeft himfeife to us: upon wharl - 
igrounds ¢ If wee will love him and keepe his 
'Commandcments. But if we breake the condition 
| on our parts and falfifie that we have promifed co! 
doe, no wonder though the Lord withdraw him- 
felfe fromus. You fce itisthe tenour upon which 
‘he promifeth his prefence. Now if the Saints of 
' God fall {candaloufly, and be overtaken with fome 
proffe fin, this builds upthe partition wall, thar 
Chrift cannot be difcerned: as it was with Da- 
vid, Pfal.st.10. wherehe faith , Create im mee aj 
cleaneheart,O God, and renew aright {pirit within 
me : he was even to begin the world new againe. 
And it is Gods wife dealing with his owne fer- 
vants : for God will not brooke fin in his owne fer- 
vants: andthey muft know, if they will have him 
todwellinthem, they muft not give way to any 
bafe fin, if they doc, he will wichdraw hirfelfe 
| from them : not that God forfakes finally ea 
e 
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he loved once, buc he wil take away the fenfe 
and apprchetfien of his pretences that though he 
is there, yet the foule fhall not feeir. And alo 
'when they give way to fome fecret diftemper, 
and sre ac truce with fome infirmitic, and tiry 
will be paslying with ir, and medd’e too much 
with ic, it is jut withthe Lord, and ordinary, to 
withdraw the prefence of his grace from fucha 
mans foule. If a Chriftian be overtaken fome- 
what more thanordinary , with a peevith fpirir, 
andif hee be fomethirg too eager for the world, 
‘fo that hee grow cold in holy duties, and is in 
i danger to lic and diflemble for his gaine , it is juft 
with God that this man fhould fcramble for 
his comfort, and welter up and downe without 
any evidence of Gods love. And alfo though a 
Chriftian commit not fin outwardly , yet if hee 
give leave to any fia,and be at truce with it, though 
they feeme to hate it, and yee Ict their me- 
{dications runne upon it, and parly with fome 
'fecret imagination , &c. it is jutt wich God to 
hide himfeife from them. And others there are 
thatlive with men, and {ce their evills, and yer will 
not reprove them. I have knowne many of thofe 
to have gone out all their dayes without any com- 
fort. And itis nomarvell though they cannot {ce 
Chrift, becaufe they themfelves build up the 
parartion wall berweene Chrift and them: che 
Lord Jefus Chrift is not able to brooke it , that 
hee is chus fleighted and neglected , and thar any 
finfull bafediftemper fhould be attendedto, to keep 
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company with it ratherthan with Chrift: Chrift |, 
Jefus diftaftes it infinitely , and therefore with- 
drawes the apprehenfion of his prefence from fuch 
a perfon. 

2 The f{econd caufe why the Lord hides himfelfe 
is, when the faithful fervants of God begin togrow | 
careleffe and luskifh to holy duties;and becaufe God 
hath made knowne his good will to them,therefore 
they begin to grow careleffe and fecure. When the | 
Lord feeth this,that they do abufe his favour, {o that ! 
| now they begin to grow fecure and hearrk fle, and | 

to flag, andto grow fluggifh, iris juft with the | 
Lord co eftrange himfclfe from that foule, and it is 
juft chat that {oule fhould find himfelfe loft, that he 
may quickenup himfelfe. When Chriftians grow 
cold in prayer,and carelefle in holy duties,the Lord 
taketh away the light of his favour, and he leaves 
thofe fluggith hearts to themfelves: nay God is! 
forced even againft his will and mind, even forthe | 
good of thofe Chriftians , totake away the com- | 
fort of his prefence: fo rhar now they begin tothink | 
they never had grace. If the Lord did nor thus, | 
they would never mend their pace, nor quicken up | 
themfelves to any holy duties. And this is the rea- 
fon why many lie downe in forrow , and thinke 
they never had any grace at all: the Lord feeth it, 
and perceives it, that unleffe he fhould bring them 
to this extreme hazzard, they would never be 
drawne our from that defperare fecurity : but by 
this meanesin theend God makes them find their 
hearts and tongues againe, and makes them cx gut 
i 1 8. 
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from whence they are fallcn. Oh, faith the Lord, 
mercy isas good when you have it, as when you 
wantit; the time was when you fill'd heaven and 
earth with your prayers , and you could pray ear- 
neftly , and youcould give the Lord no reft; you 
prized opportunities, and now youhave many op- 
{portunities and fleight them. Ic is juft with God 
| when we begin tobe thus tongue-tied, and to be 
\fecure, and tothinke all is well (now the Lord hath 
| humbled our fouls,and pardoned our fins,and fhew- 
| edus his favour ) for atime to Ieave thofe ss 


of yours, though he fave youinthe cnd: to fend 
you a hell upon earth, that fo you may ftrive to! 
receive that mercy and comfort which formerly ; 
you had, and now have flcighted. Thus he dealt’ 
with the Church in Canz.5.2,3. when Chit 
knocked at the doore, and faid, Opez 10 me, my fiffer, | 
| my love,my cove, my undefiled, for my heads filled 
with dew, and my lockes with the drops of the night < | 
fhe made anfwer inthis maner, / hare put off my | 
coat, how fhall I put a on? I have walked my hen 
how {hall I defile them? Now when Chrift with- | 
drew himfelte, then fhe found her feet againe, and 
followed Chrift with much labour from place to 
place, and could not be content till fhe had found 
him. And fo it was with the holy Prophet, 7 fazd| P'30-6. 
in my profperiy, I {hall never be removed: but 
when he {aw God going away fromhim, fee how 
i he beftirres himfelfe: Ob, faithhe, /crzed to thee O} 5 gy 22.-. 
Lord inthe time of mj trouble. Thenhe could pray, 
and hear again,and recountGods former goodn¢ is | i” 
ah 
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and pertorme his former duties. I have feene the 
father deale fo with the child; when the facher is 
going on in his journcy, if thechild will not goeon, 
but ftands gaping upon vanity, and when the facher 
calls, he comes not, the onely way is this, the father 
fteps afidebehindabuth, and thea the child runs 
and cries, and if he gets his facher againe,he foifzkes 
all his rifles ,. and walkeson more tifter and more 
cheerefully with his father chanever. So when the 
Lord Jefus Chrift fometimes mak:s knowne him- 
felfeto us, and would carry us on in a Chriftian 
courfe cheerefully, we are playing with trifics, and 
grow carcleff.,and cold,and worldly,and remiffe in 
prayer,and dead hearted ; the only way to quickea 
us up is to hide himfelfe, andto make us give our 
felves for loft; & then they that could {carcely pray 
once a weeke, now will pray three or foure times 
aday. 

Thirdly and laftly, the Lord doth hide himfelfe 
in his infinite wifedome and fatherly care by way 
of prevention, that his fervants and children might 
not fall into fome evill. He will nor beftow the fenfe 
and fweerneff of his favour upon them , Icft they 
fhould be proud thereof, and pranxe up them- 
felves in regard of their priviledges, and be carried 
with contempt of the weakoeffe of their fellow 
brethren: nay, ifthey had chat which they defired, 
there were no living with them: therefore the 


| Lord in his care and goodneffe is faine to hold them 
| to hard meat,and rokecpthemtoa fpare dict. He 


feeth it futes beft with the hearts of wayward fia- 
ners 
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pers ;-onely he letsin. tome inklings of his favcur 
and grace, and upholds the heart with fo much 
mercy as may beare it up,and yet but with fomuch. 

Thus the Lurddeales with us asa wife father doth | 
| with his child, he feeth if he had his portion in his 
| hands he would be riotous and carl. {fe, and there- 
fore itis wifedome not to truft him with his eitate, 


J 
butto keep him low, and to keep him upon depen- 
| 
| 


dance, that he may have better fudjection from his 
hands. So itis with the Lord, he feeth that we 
have unruly hearts, and chat if we had that evidence 
of Gods mercy made knowne to us that we wouid 
have, we wouldbe fo proud, and fo haughty, and fo 
full of contempt, and fo cenforious, that there were 
no living with us: therefore the Lord keepes us 
fhore, and holds fuch foules low,and keepes us only 
infome hope,to holdup our foules: and the more 
dependance the foule hath, the more obfervance 
hath the Lord from us. Experience proveth it true, 
Ihave many things 10 write unto you, but you are 
fot able co beare thein now; you arc not capable of 
them yer. As itis witha little barke, if it fhould | 
havea great maine maft, and broad frile cloathes, 
then in ftead of carrying it,.it would be overthrown 
by them: therefore men proportion their maft ac- 
cording to their fhip or bark 5 andif it have skilful 
Mariners , they ftrike faile when they come into 
| the fhallow or narrow Seas. This is che reafon why 


) 


the Lord deales fo with us: the foule is like the flip, 

and the fenfe of Gods love and mercy is like the 

(aile chat carries usonina Chriftian courfe: and if 
We | 
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we get but alitrle faile of mercy and favour,we goe 
on {weetly and comfortably ; but if God give us a- 
boundance of affurance , ourcurfed rotten hearts 
would overturne , and in ftead of quickning of us, 
it would overthrowus: fothat though God doth 
it,thefaule is inour felves. That I take co be the | 
ground why many a poore Saint of God hath 
{moaked out his dayes ia doubting and making g:1e- 
ftion of Gods mercy and goodneffe, and at che | 
houre of death God hath given them a full affu-! 
ranceof mercy , and focarried them full faile to | 
heaven: they were notable to beare this before, 
Asa faithfull Minifter of God once faid to a poore 
woman that had beene long time queftioning her 
felfe,and doubting of her falvation, when at laft the | 
Lord made it good unto her foule that Chrift was 
her owne, then the Minifter faid toher, The 


| Lord will not alwaycs give his children a cordiall, 
but he hath it ready for them when they are fain- 
‘ting. The comfort of Gods Spirit is beter than’ 


wine, Cant.1.2. Now whena man hath a proud, ' 
haughty, felfe-conceited heart, if he had much of ' 
this cordiall, he would forget himfelfe, and trample } 
upon every one; and therefore the Lord referves ! 
this great mercy to the laft: this deprives a 
Chriftian of aboundance of {weetneffe, that other- 
wife God would beftow uponhim. Let every man 
therefore goe to his owne heart, and examine it; if 
while God is pleafed to keepe us under hatches,and 
to knocke off our wheeles, and leave us in the duft, 
if yet in the meancft degrce we can {narle wait 
Gods 
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Gods providence, and fay, Why doeI pray, and 
God anf{wersnot? others cric, and God heareth 
them,and why dothhenotheare me’ If when we 
are under we coe thus, then what would we doe 
if we mighthave what we would? we would fay 
as the people in Feremzes time,we will come no more 
at thee, we are Lords, Jer.2.31. Therefore that the 
Lord may prevent this proud fpirit of ours,and chat 


| we may walke in humility before him, it is juft with 
} God to withdraw his Spirit from us ; if you have 


not comfort thanke your felves for it. So then ga- 
therupall, andthe fumme isthis, If we have not 
the apprehenfion of Chrifts prefence with us, 
though he is there, then either iris becaufe of our 
owne ignorance or carelefneffe we know him not, 
or attend not when hecomes ; or elfe we mif-judge 


the prefence of Chrift,and onely efteeme of his fa- 


vour and prefence according tothe extraordinary 
fweetneffe that we would have,and that we imagine 
fhould accompany the prefence of Chrift ; or elfe 


becaufe our cies are held with the hurry of fome ; 


temptation, and fome worldly inconvenience, that 
we cannot fee the Lord Chrift though he be within 
us; orelfe che Lord juftly hideth himfelfe from 
us , becaufe we are fallen into fome groffe finne , 
or elfe parly with fome private infirmities,and doe 
not labour to humble our {elves mightily for them, 
and ftrive againft them ; or elfe wee doe abufe 
the favour of God ; or elfe we have proud hearts, 
that we are not able to beare that comfort that we 
would have: therefore I fay the Lord hides him- 

felfe 
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felte trom usto prevent evill inus. This I take to 
ethe anfwertothe queftionia hand. 

Come into bis Temple. There are two words that 
give us foot hold for the {econd Do@trine: ato ba 
Temple. This is a word of propricty ; as in 
tiat place when Chrift came incothe Temple , and 
law thofe that bougiic and foldin it, He made « 
Scourge of {mall cords, and dravethem ail ous of she 
Temple, and the theep, and the oxen, and poured out 
the changers of money, and overthrew th T ables, 
John 2.15. and he claimed the houfe for his owne, 
fayicg , Af houfe ball be called a houfe of prayer, 
Mat.21.13. Thisword is a word of propriety : he 
comes not like a ftranger,or like a forreiner, bur like 
a King to his Palace to take poffeffion of it. So the 
DoGtrine is this: | 

Doé.2. When the Lord Jefus comes toa foule 
truely humbled, he taketh poffeffion of ic as his 
 owne,be comes intob% Temple. This is the {cope of 
| the comparifon ; lie comes asa King to his Throne 
| where he fits,and to the Kingdome where he rules. 
Itold you before that the ingraffizg of the foule in- 
i co Chrift is nothing elfe but when the Lord by his 
Spirit comes to take pofleffion of the humbled 
foule: fo thacthe foule ftands poffeffed of Ch-itt, 
and is made partaker of all thofe fpirteuall good 
things that are in Chrift. This is generall to all the 
| workes of application of Chrift, and the foorfteps 
| are to be feene in all the workcs of vocation, jufti- 
' fication, adoption, fanctification , and the like: the 
' Lord Jefus gets ground in the heart by all thefe 
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as, invocation the Lord drawes the foule to him- 
felfe,and the foule followes him ; in juftificationthe 
Lord undertakes for the finner , and unites the foule 
tohimfelfe , and makes it one with himfelfe ; ina- 
doptionthe Lord makes hima fonne, and in fan@ifi- 
cation he fets a ftampe upon him: bur in all feeand 
confider there isa pofleffion, fothat this worke of 
poffeffing the foule is generall to all, and fo is fit for 
this place. See how fitly it fuits to the worke of 

reparation: the finner refignes himfelfe into the 
is of the Lord, and hee falls downe before his 
foot-ftoole,and lets the Lord doe what he will with 
him ; and whenthe foule iscome to this , the Lord 
Chrif&tcomes immediately and cakes poffetfion of | 
him, and doth ingage himfelfe to provide for him. 
This is the fcope of that place, Ezech.16.8. the | 
Lord Chrift faw she Church inher blood, and tooke | 
charge of her , and faith , Thow became} mine : and | 
chen follow all che workes of juftification, as in the | 
9.10.11. Verfes: where the Lord entred into a cove- | 
nant with the Church, and tooke a charge of her: | 
as if hee fhould have faid , Art thoucontent to beat 
my difpofe¢ thenI will rake thee to my felfe, and | 
difpofe of thee as may be formy owneglory. Rom. 
11.18. fpeaking of the Gentiles that were ingraf- | 
fed into Chrift , and the Jewes that were cutoff, : 
that he might crufh the proud hearts of the Gen- | 
tiles ,that rhey might not bee high minded , there 
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reth thee othe root is the Lord Jefus Chrift. For fo 
itfollowes Verfe 17. If fome of the branckes b+ bro 
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ken off, and thom being a wild Olive tree art graffed 
in among (t them. Every man naturally is a branch of 
che wild Olive tree , andthe root that hee muftbe 
| planted into, is the Lord Jefus : and this plant muft 
erow no more upon the old root : therefore the 
Lord Jcfus muftin mercy take that foule , and by 
the power of his might beare up the foule ; and as 
the root feedeth the branches , and giveth fatncile 
and ftrength to them, fo whenfoever the foule is 
truly fevered from finne,the Lord Chrift takes icto 
himfelfe, and beares it up, and provides for it as his 
owne. 
Que(t. But fome willfay, Wherein doth this pof- 
feffion ftand ¢ 
Anf. This fupreme poffeffion of the foule doth 
difcover it felfe intwo particulars , and thofe will 
give the reafon of it. Firft ,the Lord Jefus under- | 
takes for the foule truely humbled: Secondly, hee 
difpofech ofthe foule fo farre as may makc for his | 
owne glory. 
Firft, the Lord takes upon him to fhield the heart 
from evill, whereunto it was fubject, and from 


| which it could not be freedby any ftrength of its 


owne ; what it could not doe for it felfe, the Lord 


| Jefus Chrift takes in hand to doe for it. Itold you 


| formerly, that when God opened the fnners eyes, 
jand he hath feenc his finne truly and throughly,and 
is pierced with horror in the apprehenfion of his 
| fine , and hee findes it to be the greateft vexation| 
| that can befall him ; the finner is weary of hiscor- | 
| ruptions, ard defires to be freed from them . ah He 
ath 
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hathno power of himfelfe , as from himfelfe ; and 
therefore though the foule in this horror of heart 
dares not meddle with finne, yet hee cannot free 
himfelfe from the power of it. Hereupon he fues 
out a fequeftration , and ftands waiting ifany man 
willtake poffeffion of him; Ic will not fubmitto 
| finne, and yet it cannot fave it felfe. Now the foule 
| being in this cafe,the Lord Jefus fteps inas the Um- 
pire, and faith, I will cake all , and pay all, and ftand 
betweene all che hazzard that can befall the foule in 
thiscafe: as if houfe be fequeftred, the man ftands 
to fee if any will take poffeffion of it , and bee the 
Protector of it ; fo Chrift takes it upon him, and 
refolves to ftand betweene the foule and all che mi- 
fery that canbefall the foule. And as it is in other 
countries (and as hath beene the ftate of the Low- 
Countries) if they be opprcffed with fome potent 
enemy that is too great and mighty for them ,they 
fecketo fome forrain Prince , and yeeld to him, that 
' he may lay what tribute he willupon them, provi- 
| ded that he will take the protection of them. When 
| they had rebelled from under the King of Spaine, 
Queen El;faberh tooke the protection of them. So 
itis inthe heart that is thus opprefledand beficged 
with the finne that lyeth heavie upon it, and with 
many plagues that are fer clofe againft him ; what 
doththe heart doe inthis cafe ¢ it falls at the feet of 
Jefus Chrift, and is content that he fhall doe what 
hee will withic; onely hee befeechcth the Lord 
| Chrift that he would become Lord Protector of 
| his poore broken battered foule. New the Lord 
Ibe: Chrift 
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4 Chrift becomes Protector of him, and takes a 
charge of him, and will free and deliver him from 
that evill which it is oppreffed withall , and from 
which ic cannot fave it felfe. In Nwm.25.11,12,13. 
when any perfon had flaine aman unawares, hee 
might flyeco the City of Refuge, tharhe mightbe. 
free from the hand of the Avenger : the Lord Jefus 
Chrift is this Ciry of Refuge, and the man-flayer is 
every poore finner, that is befet with his {iane,and 
burthened with mifery by reafon of it; hee fub- 
mitstothe Lord Jefus Chrift, and the mercy of 
Chrift gives entertainment to him,and refcueth him 
from the evill which hee feared. There are three 
dangers upon which the broken heart lyes, and 
from which the Lord Jefus Chrift underzaketh 
to free him. 

Firft, the juftice of God the Father is provoked, 
and the poore finner feeth his divine juftice in-en- 
fed, and that he is not able to beare it: and fecond- 
ly, Satan layes heavie things againft him , and layes 
claime to him: and thirdly , finne is powerfull and 
tyrannous , aod would ftill domineere over him. 
Now the foule groanes under all thele , and faith, 
Oh, who will deliver mee ¢ Thenthe Lord Jefus 
Chrift comes into refcue him: and when the heait 
is content:to bee freed from finne, Chrift makes | 
an{wer faying, Bethoucomforted thou poore bro- 
ken hearted finner , I will undertake for thee, and I 
will fatisfie Gods divine juftice,that ic fhall not exe- 
cute wrath upon thee, and IT will an{wer Satans accu- 
fations againft thee,and I will fubdue all thy aon 

that! 
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that they fhall not prevaile againft thee to thy de- 
ftruction, but thou fhaltjbe delivered. Firft, for di- 
vine juftice : the foule feeth aholy God , that will 
Not put up the wrong that hath beene done againft 
him, but will have his glory here in his humiliation, 
or elfe in his confufion hereafter. Now when divine 
juftice makes out againft a poore finner , the Lord 
Jefus Chrift comes in and puts in baile for him: As 
ic is with a manthat is arrefted by the Sergcant, he : 


may have this liberty,to put in a baile; fowhenthe 
wrath ofthe Almighty drinkes upa mans fpirits, 
and dragges downe his foule to hell in his owne ap- 
prehenfion, then the Lord promifeth the poore 
foule to fee all fatisficd. Comfort y our fetves you 
broken hearts, the Lord Chrifts baile will be caken 
for more debts thanyouowe: nay ,the Father de- 
firesno better furety;as be himfelf faith, 4442.3 .13. 
This % my beloved Sonne, in whom I am well pleafed : | 
hee doth not fay , with whom I am well pleafed, | 
butia whom, thacis ,in him, and all that come to | 
God the father in his name. Thusthe Lord Jefus | 
Chrift doth, and fo a finner is freed from that | 
wrath of the Almighty. Secondly, the power 
of Satan is crufhed , fochat hee fhall never more 
| beable tobee Lord and Ruler over the fowe true- 
ly humbled : but wherefoever the Lord Jefus 
Chrift comes, Satan gives way to the fupreme 
_fauthority of the Lord Chrift; and the Lord Je- 
fus makes all to vanifh, and no more to appeare 
or have any thing to doe in the heart ; as hee 
himfelfe faith in Revel.1.18. Z have the keyes of 
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helland of death. You know that hee that hath the 


_keyes dothall, he opens and fhuts, hee lets in and 
puts out whom he will; fothe Lord Chrift hath 


the fupreme command over hell and death , and he 


can unlocke hell gates, and bring out from the gates 


of death any poore finner that is wronged by Sa- 
can: and therefore when the Lord Jefus Chrift a- 
rolehe led captivity captive, as a valiant triumphane 


| Conqueror leads a company of poore captives. 


| Now thenChrift having cor quered hell and death, 
| wherefoever hee comes Satan gives way , and 


Se ee 


idares not meddle there any more: Therefore 


Chrift faichin Lvk.10.11, J faw Sathan fall downe 
from heaven like lightning, that is, when the Scepter 
of Chrift was fet up inthe Gofpel, then the Divell 
that cruell tyrant felldown on a fudden, & was fain! 


|to give way, and not to lay claime to the heart. 
| Thus finne is fhaken o, and comesto be cafheered 


from that foule for whom Chrift hath undertaken. 
Sinne as ic were challengeth prefcription to the 


|foule; but Chrift having taken poffeffion , he fatif- 


fieth all quarrels, and bearcs all the charges of 
whatfoever finne makes againft the foule; and when 


fin faith , I have hada poffeffion of his foule from | 


his very birth to this day, and why fhouldI goe out 
now ¢ thenthe Lord Jcfus faith, the iffue is out: and 
thus finne challengeth a right to the heart, bur 
Chrift faith itis forgiven. And therefore thoughfin 
benever foviolent, yet the Lord Jefus faich, that 
foule is minc , and was created by me for my owne 


glory ;and howfoever finne hath crept in, yet now 
depart, 
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depart, Iam cometotake poffeffion of it. Rem.8.3- 
there the Apoftle faith , what the Law could not doe, 
in that it was weake through the flelh, God fending bis 
owne Sonne inthe likene {se of finfull flelb , and for fin, 
condemned finnein the flefb ¢ The phrafe that fits our 
purpofe isthis , the Lord-Chrift condemned finne. 
The judgemencof M' Ca/zviz is this, To condemne 
finne in the flefh is nothing elfe but thus;as it is with 
a manthat is inlaw , when the caufe goes againft a 
man, and he is caft in that he laid claimeto , weufe 
to fay heeis condemned. Sinne layeth a kinde of 
claime to the foule ofa poore finner , and claimeth a 
kinde of right, uponthefe grounds: Every fonne of 
Adam isa childe of difobedience , and fo the childe 
of wrath: But that man isa childe of Adam, and 
therefore the child of difobedience,and confequent- 
ly death and damnation is due to that man,and here- 
uponhee is mine.’ Now Chrift anfwers all thefe 
pleas of finne,and makes fin fall off from thecaufe, 
and faith, It is true chac thofe that are charged with 
the finne of Adam, and are under the power of that 
cortuption which they receive from -Adam, they 
are the children of difobedience, and fono wonder 
though they are fubje& to wrath. He grants all chis, 
but yet, faith he, They for whom the finne of Adam 
hath beene fatisfied , and from whom the guilt of it 
is removed , andthey for whom Chrift hath con- 
quered finne, they ought not to becondemned, for 
they are delivered from this wrath : but fuch is this 
humble foule for whom I have undertaken. Is the 
finne of Adam imputed ¢ I have fatisfied for it: 

L4 doth 
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doth the finne of Adam prevaile againft him ¢ by 
my death I have overcome finne and hell ,and hee 
fhallhave the benefit of my victories Now fione 
falls off fromthe claime and lofeth the day. Ifthe 
firft Adam hath finned againft God , the fecond .4- 
dam hath fuffered: ifthe firft da hath polluted 
the fonnes of men, the Lord Jefus by the power of 
quickning hath fubdued the power of corruption, 
fo that neither the guilt of finne can bee imputed, 
nor the power of finte prevaile againft the poore 
fianer, for whom Chrift undertaketh. Sothen ic is 
plaine thatthe Lord Jcfus undertakes for the {cule, 
and provides for it, asin allche three particulars : 
this is the fii ft particular ofthe poff:ffion. 
Secondly , Chrift doth difpofe of the foule for 
his beft advantage. This is one fpecialty , that a 
man will difpofe all his occafions for his owne con- 
venience, for his owne behoofe , fo farre as may be 
for his owne benefit and comfort. So when the 
Lord Jefus Chrift comes to take poffeffion,he will 
have the rule and command of the heart: Buc when 
Satan that {trong man armed kcepes the houfe , and 
finne rules in the foule(in a mans naturall condition) 
and chat the foule is ae their managing , and at their 
framing and teaching, it either lyes barren and fal- 
low, or elfe brings forth nothing but thornes and 
thiltless asin Fer.4.3.Breake up the fallow grounds 
of your hearts, and fow not among thornes : for the 
foule naturally being ruled by ne , is overfpred 
with thornes, and is altogether corrupt and dete fta- 
ble, and Satan and finne rule inthe heart and affe- 
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Ctions: fothac now the whole frame of the foule 
bringeth out fruits of darknefie to Satan, And 
hence itisthatthe Apoftle faith, Rom.6.20. when 
ye were the fervants of fiane, ye were free from righ- 
teoufneffe ;thatis, when ye were under the power 
of finne,ye did rot worke for God, ye did allto fa- 
tisfie your owne lufts : the drunkard is free from 
the power of fobriety , and the thiefe is free from 
the power of juftice, and fo the graces of Gods {pi- 
ric rule not in aman. But now when the Lord hath 
(by the power of his grac:) bound the {trong man, 
and caft him out by contrition and humiliation, 
then he takes the foule , and ic is inthe hands of the 
Lord Jefus Chr.ft ,and he difpofeth of it, foas may 
be for the comfort of the foule , and for the furthe- 
rancc of the glory of his rich grace. In Afatth.20. 
15. when the fervants began to quarrell becauie 
they had but every mana penny , the Mafter faid, 


1s itnotlawfull for mee to doe what I will with mine 


owne #{o whenthe Lord hath caft out cozruption, ; 


and faith, This heart, and this hand, and this tongue 

is mine, is itnotlawfull for mee to doe what I will 

withthem ¢ This tongue fhall praife my name , and 

fhall never {peake vainly or foolifhly,and this heart | 
fhalllove me, and this hand (hall worke for mee, I! 
will difpofe of all for the advantage of my great 
name. This the Lord makes knowne inthree | 
ticulars, for we keep our felves rothe generall, hae 
we may not incroach upon thofe particular workes 
which are to follow : I fay there arc three particular 


ee eee 


acts uponthe foule. 
Firft, 
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Simile: 


Firft, the Lord Jefus fics the foule for his fervice, 
which otherwife is altogether unfic for any fpiritu- 
all fervice ;the Lord Jefus puts thofe fpiricuall abi- 
lities into the foule,which may make it fit for Gods 
turne, fo that it is pow a fic patrerne to exprefle the 
riches of his grace in Chrift Jefus : As it is witha | 
man that hath paffed over fome part of his poffemi- 
onintothe hands of fome prodigall fonne , or fome 
naughty tenant, and the land is out of heart;when he 
taketh poffeffion of it againe he will be fure to or- 
der it that it may be fic forufe; hee will digge, and 
dung, and manure it, that fo heemay expcétfome 
fruit from it: juft fo ic is with every finner, hee lies 
lay, and that wretched heart of his never defireda- 
ny good, and his loofe tongue never fpake any 


_good, it lay fallow, and it brought forth nothing 


but bafe pra@tices, :bue when finne and Satan hath 
driven the foule out of heart , that ic hath no power 
to doe any good , then the Lord Chrift comes and 


takes poffeffion of the heart, he taketh it in from the 


common of the world, and he manureth it with the 
erace of his {pirit,as it is in that phrafe, Rom.11.16. 
Thou art partaker of the root and fatnefle of the O- 
live tree. Though it were a barren minde , and a fin- 
full and corrupt heart, anda wanton eye, the Lord 


hath taken chefe parts of the body and foule and ma- 


nured them , and convaieth fuch fatneffe and grace, 
that the foule becomes fit to doe him honour , aod 
to receive comfort from him. 
Secondly,as the Lord fits the foule for his fervice 
fo he maintains that fitneffe and that gracious dips 
on : 
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fition of foule and {pirit wherefoever hee hath be- 
ftowed it ; fothat the foule, ifit be not negligent of ' 
its owne falvation , cannot lofe that fitneffe alroge- 
ther, and the Lord Jefus cannot lofe that glory 
, which hee expr &s from it: asin Pfal:16.5. The 
| Lord & the portzon of mine inberitance,and of my cup, 
thou maintaine(t my lor. The Lord Jefus allowesa 
portion of grace to every foule that he comesin, 
and he maintaines that grace. 
| Laftly, heedothimprove that fitneffe for the’ 
| praife of his great name ; the Lord Chrift ever re- 
| ccives fomc in-come of fervice and obedience , and 
| that foule ever receives fome comfort and confola- 
bes from him. Thisis the difference between the 
firftand fecond Adam: the firft Adam had grace, 
but he neither kept it, nor improved it aright, hee | 
did not improve that wifdome which God had gi- 
ven him to repell the temptations of Sathan; and 
he did not improve his ftreneth and ability to keep 
him from falling from God: but when the Lord Je- 
{fuscomes to take poffeffion of a poore foule, hee 
will not onely keepe and maintaine the grace that | 
he hath given him , but he will quicken it, and pro- 
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-voke that foule to doe what he fhould doe inall o- 
bedience, and to receive what comfort the Lord’ 
hathin ftorefor him. See this in fome paflages of 
Scripture : Fob.15.1,2. 1 am the true Vine, and my 

| Father @ thehubandman. Every branch in me that 
beareth not fruit, hetaketh away: and every branch 

that beareth it, be purgeth it, that zt may bring forth 
fruit. Every poore Chriftian, every poore | 
man, 
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man, and every poore Apprentice and little childe, 
whom God hath called, fhall beare fruic, hee pur- 
geth them; and fo the Lord receives fome im- 
provement of his graces, that he gives to thofe that 
he takes poffeffionof. Sothen let us gather up all: 
If che Lord Jefus undertakes for the foule , fothat 
juftice cannot proceed againft him ; and if hee doth 
difpofe of the foule, and fit it for his fervice , and 
maintaine that fitneffe , and improve it for his glory; 
thencertainly hee doth take fupreme poffeffion of 
che foule: and he that undertakes for the foule, takes 

poffeffion of the heart. | 
ufe. Tcannot tell whether wee have matter of 
lamentation or reproofe. How few have given en- 
tertainment to the Lord Jefus Chrift ! have wee 
not caufe to lament our condition, chat the Lord Je- 
fus hath paffed by all our coafts and is not regar- 
ded ¢ How often hathhe come tothy bed-fide, and 
befought thee to receive favour , and to be reconci- 
ledto God, and receive pardon from him ¢ how 
often hath hee intreated thee to confider of that 
which was for thy peace ¢ how often hath he faid, 
Cometo me you rebellious children’ and, Ah,eve- 
ry one that will, come, take of the water of life 
freely,and live for ever ¢ Where isthe man that can 
fay, Chrift is come, and that hee hath given en- 
tertainment to hime as the man , when hee had 
found the evidence of Gods love, after much doub- 
ting , faid, Het come, Het come. Where halla 
man finde the Lord Jefus Chrift ¢ Ifa man fhould 
goe from houfe tohoufe, and from heart to eee 
who! 
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who keepes poffeffion ¢ doth Chrift dwell inthat 
heart, and doth hee rule in that foule ¢ Qh, woeto | 
us that we have faffered the Lord Jefus Chrift to 
defire entertainment , and yet would not receive 
him: we have takennotice of him, but wee would 
none of him. Who rules in that heart 2 The old tru- 
ant, the old luft and corruption , as pride and cove- | 
tou{neffe, thefe beare rule every where, both in the! 
clofecand at the table: the husband and the wife and 
allare proud; thefe will not out , but retaine their | 
holdthere ftill. And profaneneffe, and contempt of 
God and his ordinances, this is the tyrant thatrules 
in many families,and in every coaftin our land. The | 
| father fweares, and the child {wearcs ; the matter | 
reviles Gods Minifters, and the fervant knowes the | 
length of his Matters foot , and hee railes too , and 
' the child heares it, and he followes the fame courfe. 
If thefe beare rule in you, the Lord Jefus Chrift 
is farre from you. May Inot complaine as fome- 
time Feremeah did ¢ FJer.t7.13- when the Lord| 
was poing from the people,the holy Prophet looks 
longly afrer him, and faith , O Lord the hope of If- 
rael, why art thou as a waifaring man $ So may wee | 
nor juftly complaine and fay, Oh that Chrift fhould ' 
come and off-r himfelfand noc be regarded? When 
ithe Divell hall dragge downe your foules to hell 
| and deftru@ion, then you willcry after him , and 
fay, Oh thou the hope of Ifrael, why doft chou de- 
part ¢ In Cea.19.2. when the two Angels camc to | 
Lotin Sodeme (the one was Chrift) Zor compelled j 
} them togoein. Chriftis not now unwilling , mat 
C 
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he knockes, and calls, and faith, Open to me my love, 
my dove, my undefiled : le intreats the loofe perfon : 
to torfake his bale practices , and the covetous per- | 
fon toleave his oppreffion, and to receive mercy : | 
but you fuffer Chrift to lye in the ftreet, and de- 
fpife that word of his , and will be at your owncar- | 
virg. This efpecially falls foule upon two forts of 
perfons. 

The firft fort is all carnall profane oppofers of the 
Lord Jefus: The carnall Gofpeller is content that 
Chrift fhould undertake for him , and bee his Pro- 
tector, tu defend him frem che plague of finne ; but | 
he is not content that Chrift fhould rule in him. He | 


‘doth asthe Inne-keeper , that receives 2 gueft into 


his houfe , to make an advantage of him : for as the 
Inne-keeper will come to his gueft, & pretend grcat 
matters to him,not becaufe he would have his gueft 
to poffeffe him, but becaufe he would be poffeffer 
of his money ; fothe carnall Gofpeller would have 
Chrift for his owne turne , hee would difpofe of 
Chrift and mercy for his owne purpofe: and hence 
come all thofe fpeeches, God is mercifull, and, Hath 
the Lord Chrift created mentodamne them 2 Oh, 
butimercy is {weet ,and pardon is good. This is 
thus much, you wouldhave Chrift to pardon finne, 
that you might commit it with leffc feare and more 


fscedome. Ifyou did fee no Saviour , butthat you 


muft needs be damned for it, you would ftartle at it. 
Bur you would have Chrift to ftand by you that 
y ouinight finne the more freely. Oh be not decei- 
ved 5 doe youthinke that Chrift will come to es an 
under: : 
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underling to your lufts, andadrudye toycurbafe 
diftempers , whofe condemnation is juft , faith rhe 
Apoftle ¢ No, you are deceived, you fhall not have 
Chrift afervane to carry your lufts and pleafures | 
co heaven with you. The truth is, the Lord Je-| 
fus will never bring comfort nor confolation to | 
thee that wile nor bee poffeffed of him ; cither have 
both or neither , chufe whether you will. 

The fecond fort to be reproved, areacompany 
of flye hypocrites that would part ftakes with 
Chrift , and part houfes with him ; they could bee 
content that hee fhould have fome roome in the 
houfe, but they will difpofe of all themfelves:as a 
man that lets fome roomes in his houfe, upon this 
condition, that he may have them when hee lifts. 
You will pray again{t finne , provided that now and 
then Chrift will give you leaveto praife it ; and 
you will cry out againft it, provided that you may 
have a privie feale, and fome fecret licence for it; 
|and you will profcffe bitterly againft bafe courfes, 
fo you may have fome backe doore and inward Luft 
iftill, The Lord Jefus doth not fhare with any man: 
can he havea part and the Divella part ¢ nay, hee 
willhave either all ornone. Ie was the trick of an a- 
| dulterous heart : for when there was contention for 
the children, the harlot {aid , Let st bee neither thine 
nor mine, but divide it ¢ Nay , faith the mother, Je: 
her bave all. She was the harlotthat would havethe 
childe divided. Soit isan adulcerous and diffem- 
bling heare that faith, Lee Chrift havea part,and the 
world apart; lec lufts and pompe have a part, and 
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Chrift a part , this is diffimulation with God , and 

fhall receive condemnation: there muft be no fha- 

ring. Ifyour hearts be guilty ofthis, I charge you 

inthe name ofthe Lord Jefus confider it ,the Lord 

never came into your foules : you muft refigne 

all co him, and then hee will faveall : hee will 

pardon all finne , andgive power againftit. What 

afearefull thing were it, ifthe Lord fhould deale 

with you as you deale with him ¢ Suppofe thou 

couldft be halfdamned ; wouldft thou be centent co 
have thy heart go to hell and thine eyeto heaven, or 

thy body to hell and thy foule to heaven¢ therefore 

that thy body and foule may both be faved, refigne 

up all into che hands of thy Saviour,and let him dif- 

pofe of-all here in the kingdome of grace, and chen: 

he will take all to himfelfe in glory for ever. | 

ufe.t. Ifthe Lord Jefus be the poffcffor ofall | 

\ the houfe , then let every one have his own, doe not } 
| withdraw from Chrift that which ishis. Whofe; 
image and fuperfcription hath the foule ¢ Chrift 
Jefus hath the protection of it , therefore lec him 
| have all: lec thine eye fee his works,and wonder and 
admire at them ; lecthy minde know Jefus Chrift, 

whom to know is eternall life ; but doe not with- 

draw any thing from the true owner thereof, that 

hath purchafed it full deare. 1 Cor.5.153 Shall rake 

the members of Chrift and make them the members of 

an harlot ? God forbid. Thineeye ,and thy tongue, 

‘and thy hand , and thy heart, they are all Chrifts 
members, hee hath bought all with his blood, and | 

eocunat nothing to doe with that which Chrift | 


hath | 
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hathbought: therefore whenfoever thy corrupti- | 
ons ftirre, and Satan tempts and begges for the ufe 
| of thy minde or heart , make anfwer and fay , Shall 
| Ttake that neart that is Chrifts,and thinke bafely ¢ | 
God forbid: Shall I take the hand of Chrift and | 
worke wickcdac fle with ite The holy Apoftle is; 
marvellous peremptory in this cafe :as 1 Cor.6.19. 
Glorifie God in your body and in your {pirst, whech are 
Gods, and he hath bought you witha price: your 

| bodies and foules are the Lords, he undertakes for 
| hoch, therefore gloritie Godin both. If aman did | 
come to your houfe , andtake the meatand drinke 

' chat you have provided,and rob you of your mony, 
you would take ic very hardly , and fay , Iris my 
owne. So you are not youowne. Therefore if the 

| Divell or the world would prevaile with you , and 
‘enter intothe ufeof your heart or minde, tellhim 

they ai. northy owne , they are the Lords: 
Jefus Chrift hach come into thy heart 
and minde in mercy , and there- 
fore fay itis the Lords, 
let him doe what 
he will with 
it. 


139 


oe: 


ia A 


PRINTED | IN U.S. A, | 


